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<!=#4(!>)#,!?@)!01%4#)!!

!
!
A(1)!>)&($'B!!
?$!-(.1C>!#>!4.(!2#$*)(*14&#$!#>!4.(!D&)%4!E#@4.()$!F1/4&%4!".@)2.B!G(C2#,(!4#!#@)!,(,-()%.&/!2#$%&'()('!
2C1%%H!I4J%!,K!.#/(!4.14!#L()!4.(!$(M4!%&M!%(%%&#$%B!G(!G&CC!-(!1-C(!4#!&$4)#'@2(!K#@!4#!#@)!2.@)2.!1$'!4#!G.14!
4.(!F&-C(!%1K%!1-#@4!4.(!)(%/#$%&-&C&4K!(L()K!".)&%4&1$!.1%!4#!-)&$*!*C#)K!4#!N#'!4.)#@*.!4.(&)!C&>(!G&4.!#4.()!
".)&%4&1$%!&$!1!C#21C!2.@)2.H!O.&%!2#,,&4,($4!4#!1!C#21C!2.@)2.P G.14!G(!21CC!,(,-()%.&/ P &%!4.(!>#2@%!#>!
4.&%!2C1%%H!+(,-()%.&/!,144()%H!!
!
<%!K#@!*(4!4#!3$#G!@%!1%!1!2.@)2.B!I!4)@%4!4.14!K#@!G&CC!-(*&$!4#!%((!%#,(!#>!4.(!#//#)4@$&4&(%!1$'!2.1CC($*(%!
4.14!#@)!%(44&$*!1$'!#@)!.&%4#)K!.1L(!-)#@*.4!4#!@%H!Q(!21$$#4!-(!%@)(!G.14!C&>(!&$!4.(!>@4@)(!G&CC!-)&$*!>#)!
@%!1%!1!2.@)2.!1$K!,#)(!4.1$!G(!3$#G!G.14!4#,#))#G!G&CC!-)&$*!>#)!@%!1%!&$'&L&'@1C%H!Q(!1)(!/)1K&$*!>#)!
N#'!4#!&$2)(1%(!1$'!2@C4&L14(!4.(!%/&)&4@1C!.(1C4.!.()(!1$'!1)(!4.1$3>@C!4.14!R(!2#$4&$@(%!4#!-)&$*!
2#,,&44('!-(C&(L()%!&$4#!#@)!>#C'H!I4!&%!1!-C(%%&$*!4#!%()L(!N#'!&$!4.(!,&%%&#$!>&(C'!#>!E#@4.(1%4!S<!"#@$4K!
G&4.!4.(%(!-)#4.()%!1$'!%&%4()%!#>!1CC!1*(%B!-123*)#@$'%B!1$'!#22@/14&#$%H!!
!
Q.(4.()!&4!&%!D&)%4!E#@4.()$!F1/4&%4B!#)!%#,(/C12(!(C%(B!,K!/)1K()!&%!4.14!N#'!G#@C'!%.#G!K#@!G.()(!4#!
2#,,&4!K#@)%(C>!4#!R&%!/(#/C(!&$!R&%!%()L&2(H!!
!

FC(%%&$*%!&$!".)&%4B!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!!!!!!! ! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!! !!
!

01%4#)!
D&)%4!E#@4.()$!F1/4&%4!".@)2.!!

O1-C(!#>!"#$4($4%!!

"C1%%!T8U!E414(,($4!#>!D1&4.!HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!9!!

"C1%%!T9U!+(,-()!"#,,&4,($4%!1$'!VM/(2414&#$%HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!89!!

"C1%%!TWU!Q.K!X#&$!1!".@)2.Y!HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!9Z!

"C1%%!T[U!Q.14!&%!4.(!R&%4#)K!#>!4.(!".@)2.Y!HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!99!!

"C1%%!T\U!O.(!N)(14!"#,,&%%&#$!HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!9[ !!

"C1%%!T:U!S&>(!O#*(4.()]]]]]]]]]] ]]]]]]]HHH HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!9:!!

<//($'&M!E(%%&#$!8U!Q.14!&%!4.(!N#%/(CY!]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]H!W[ !

<//($'&M!E(%%%&#$!9U!Q.#!&%!4.(!".@)2.YHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH]HH!W^!

<//($'&M!E(%%&#$!WU!R#G!A#!Q(!S&L(Y!]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]HH![[ !

6+1)3%!#>!1!R(1C4.K!".@)2.!F##3C(4!0AD!HHH]]]]]]]]H ]]]]]]]]]]]]]]H\[ !
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Class	#1:	Statement	of	Faith 

E414(,($4!#>!D1&4.!?L()L&(G!".1)4!

+#%4!%&,/CKB!#@)!E414(,($4!#>!D1&4.!%1K%!4.14!#@)!2.@)2.!&%!1!".)&%4&1$B!VL1$*(C&21CB!"#$*)(*14&#$1CB!
F1/4&%4!2.@)2.H!O.&%!%414(,($4!G1%!1'#/4('!&$!#@)!2.@)2.!#$!887WZ78[H!O.&%!%414(,($4!&%!O.(!
F1/4&%4!D1&4.!1$'!+(%%1*(!1'#/4('!-K!4.(!N)(14!"#,,&%%&#$!F1/4&%4%!&$!9ZZZH!!
!
O.(!8^!1)4&2C(%!&$!#@)!E414(,($4!#>!D1&4.!&%!'&L&'('!&$4#!\!214(*#)&(%B!G.&2.!%/(13!4#!4.(!>124!4.14!
G(!21$!-(!21CC('!-K!(12.!#>!4.(%(!$1,(%H!O.(!".)&%4&1$!1)4&2C(%!%&,/CK!%.#G!G.14!".)&%4&1$%!.1L(!
1CG1K%!-(C&(L('B!&$!#4.()!G#)'%B!&%%@(%!4.14!4.()(!.1%!4)1'&4&#$1CCK!-(($!C&44C(!'&%/@4(!#L()!&$!
".)&%4($'#,H!O.(!VL1$*(C&21C!214(*#)K!.&*.C&*.4%!4.(!2)&4&21C!&%%@(%!)(C14('!4#!4.(!*#%/(C!4.14!G()(!
)(2#L()('!'@)&$*!4.(!_(>#),14&#$H!O.(!"#$*)(*14&#$1C!1$'!F1/4&%4!214(*#)&(%!.&*.C&*.4!4.(!
'&%4&$24&L(!>(14@)(%!#>!#@)!2.@)2.H!
!

ARTICLE	 Historically	
Christian	

Evangelical	 Congregational	 Baptist	 G.	C.	
Baptist	

8H!O.(!E2)&/4@)(%! ! `! ! ! ! !
9H!N#'! `! ! ! ! ! !
WH!+1$! ` ! ! ! ! !

[H!E1CL14&#$!! ! ` ! ! ! !
\H!N#'J%!0@)/#%(!#>!
N)12(!

! ` ! ! ! !

:H!O.(!".@)2. ! ! ! ` ! ! !
a51;H!F1/4&%,! ! ! ! ` ! !
a5-;H!O.(!S#)'J%!
E@//()! !

` ! ! ! ! !

^H!O.(!S#)'J%!A1K! ` ! ! ! ! !
6H!O.(!b&$*'#, ! ` ! ! ! ! !
8ZH!S1%4!O.&$*%! ` ! ! ! ! !
88H!VL1$*(C&%,!1$'!
+&%%&#$%!

` ! ! ! ! !

89H!V'@214&#$! ! ! ! ! ` !

8WH!E4(G1)'%.&/! ` ! ! ! ! !
8[H!"##/()14&#$! ! ! ! ! ` !
8\H!O.(!".)&%4&1$!1$'!
E#2&1C!?)'()!

` ! ! ! ! !

8:H!0(12(!1$'!Q1) ! ` ! ! ! ! !
8aH!_(C&*&#@%!S&-()4K! ! ! ! ` ! !
8^H!O.(!D1,&CK! 5`; ! ! ! ! !

!

!
5`;!F(21@%(!&4J%!$#4!4)@(!#>!1CC!4.#%(!.&%4#)&21CCK!".)&%4&1$!-@4!&4!&%!4)@(!#>!"#,/C&,($41)&1$%H!

!
!
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First	Southern	Baptist	Church	Statement	of	Faith	
cORV!F<0OIEO!D<IOR!d!+VEE<NV!9ZZZe!

	
1.	The	Scriptures	
O.(!R#CK!F&-C(!G1%!G)&44($!-K!,($!'&L&$(CK!&$%/&)('!1$'!&%!N#'f%!)(L(C14&#$!#>!R&,%(C>!4#!,1$H!I4!&%!
1!/()>(24!4)(1%@)(!#>!'&L&$(!&$%4)@24&#$H!I4!.1%!N#'!>#)!&4%!1@4.#)B!%1CL14&#$!>#)!&4%!($'B!1$'!4)@4.B!
G&4.#@4!1$K!,&M4@)(!#>!())#)B!>#)!&4%!,144()H!O.()(>#)(B!1CC!E2)&/4@)(!&%!4#41CCK!4)@(!1$'!4)@%4G#)4.KH!
I4!)(L(1C%!4.(!/)&$2&/C(%!-K!G.&2.!N#'!g@'*(%!@%B!1$'!4.()(>#)(!&%B!1$'!G&CC!)(,1&$!4#!4.(!($'!#>!4.(!
G#)C'B!4.(!4)@(!2($4()!#>!".)&%4&1$!@$&#$B!1$'!4.(!%@/)(,(!%41$'1)' !-K!G.&2.!1CC!.@,1$!2#$'@24B!
2)(('%B!1$'!)(C&*&#@%!#/&$&#$%!%.#@C'!-(!4)&('H!<CC!E2)&/4@)(!&%!1!4(%4&,#$K!4#!".)&%4B!G.#!&%!R&,%(C>!
4.(!>#2@%!#>!'&L&$(!)(L(C14&#$H!
	
Exodus	24:4;	Deuteronomy	4:1-2;	17:19;	Joshua	8:34;	Psalms	19:7-10;	119:11,89,105,140;	Isaiah	
34:16;	40:8;	Jeremiah	15:16;	36:1-32;	Matthew	5:17-18;	22:29;	Luke	21:33;	24:44-46;	John	5:39;	
16:13-15;	17:17;	Acts	2:16ff.;	17:11;	Romans	15:4;	16:25-26;	2	Timothy	3:15-17;	Hebrews	1:1-2;	4:12;	
1	Peter	1:25;	2	Peter	1:19-21.	
	
2.	God	
O.()(!&%!#$(!1$'!#$CK!#$(!C&L&$*!1$'!4)@(!N#'H!R(!&%!1$!&$4(CC&*($4B!%/&)&4@1CB!1$'!/()%#$1C!F(&$*B!4.(!
")(14#)B!_('((,()B!0)(%()L()B!1$'!_@C()!#>!4.(!@$&L()%(H!N#'!&%!&$>&$&4(!&$!.#C&$(%%!1$'!1CC!#4.()!
/()>(24&#$%H!N#'!&%!1CC!/#G()>@C!1$'!1CC!3$#G&$*h!1$'!R&%!/()>(24!3$#GC('*(!(M4($'%!4#!1CC!4.&$*%B!
/1%4B!/)(%($4B!1$'!>@4@)(B!&$2C@'&$*!4.(!>@4@)(!'(2&%&#$%!#>!R&%!>)((!2)(14@)(%H!O#!R&,!G(!#G(!4.(!
.&*.(%4!C#L(B!)(L()($2(B!1$'!#-('&($2(H!O.(!(4()$1C!4)&@$(!N#'!)(L(1C%!R&,%(C>!4#!@%!1%!D14.()B!E#$B!
1$'!R#CK!E/&)&4B!G&4.!'&%4&$24!/()%#$1C!144)&-@4(%B!-@4!G&4.#@4!'&L&%&#$!#>!$14@)(B!(%%($2(B!#)!-(&$*H!
	
2A.	God	the	Father!
N#'!1%!D14.()!)(&*$%!G&4.!/)#L&'($4&1C!21)(!#L()!R&%!@$&L()%(B!R&%!2)(14@)(%B!1$'!4.(!>C#G!#>!4.(!
%4)(1,!#>!.@,1$!.&%4#)K!122#)'&$*!4#!4.(!/@)/#%(%!#>!R&%!*)12(H!R(!&%!1CC!/#G()>@CB!1CC!3$#G&$*B!1CC!
C#L&$*B!1$'!1CC!G&%(H!N#'!&%!D14.()!&$!4)@4.!4#!4.#%(!G.#!-(2#,(!2.&C')($!#>!N#'!4.)#@*.!>1&4.!&$!
X(%@%!".)&%4H!R(!&%!>14.()CK!&$!R&%!144&4@'(!4#G1)'!1CC!,($H!
	
Genesis	1:1;	2:7;	Exodus	3:14;	6:2-3;	15:11ff.;	20:1ff.;	Leviticus	22:2;	Deuteronomy	6:4;	32:6;	1	
Chronicles	29:10;	Psalm	19:1-3;	Isaiah	43:3,15;	64:8;	Jeremiah	10:10;	17:13;	Matthew	6:9ff.;	7:11;	
23:9;	28:19;	Mark	1:9-11;	John	4:24;	5:26;	14:6-13;	17:1-8;	Acts	1:7;	Romans	8:14-15;	1	Corinthians	
8:6;	Galatians	4:6;	Ephesians	4:6;	Colossians	1:15;	1	Timothy	1:17;	Hebrews	11:6;	12:9;	1	Peter	1:17;	1	
John	5:7.	
	
2B.	God	the	Son!
".)&%4!&%!4.(!(4()$1C!E#$!#>!N#'H!I$!R&%!&$21)$14&#$!1%!X(%@%!".)&%4!R(!G1%!2#$2(&L('!#>!4.(!R#CK!
E/&)&4!1$'!-#)$!#>!4.(!L&)*&$!+1)KH!X(%@%!/()>(24CK!)(L(1C('!1$'!'&'!4.(!G&CC!#>!N#'B!413&$*!@/#$!
R&,%(C>!.@,1$!$14@)(!G&4.!&4%!'(,1$'%!1$'!$(2(%%&4&(%!1$'!&'($4&>K&$*!R&,%(C>!2#,/C(4(CK!G&4.!
,1$3&$'!K(4!G&4.#@4!%&$H!R(!.#$#)('!4.(!'&L&$(!C1G!-K!R&%!/()%#$1C!#-('&($2(B!1$'!&$!R&%!
%@-%4&4@4&#$1)K!'(14.!#$!4.(!2)#%%!R(!,1'(!/)#L&%&#$!>#)!4.(!)('(,/4&#$!#>!,($!>)#,!%&$H!R(!G1%!
)1&%('!>)#,!4.(!'(1'!G&4.!1!*C#)&>&('!-#'K!1$'!1//(1)('!4#!R&%!'&%2&/C(%!1%!4.(!/()%#$!G.#!G1%!
G&4.!4.(,!-(>#)(!R&%!2)@2&>&M&#$H!R(!1%2($'('!&$4#!.(1L($!1$'!&%!$#G!(M1C4('!14!4.(!)&*.4!.1$'!#>!
N#'!G.()(!R(!&%!4.(!?$(!+('&14#)B!>@CCK!N#'B!>@CCK!,1$B!&$!G.#%(!0()%#$!&%!(>>(24('!4.(!
)(2#$2&C&14&#$!-(4G(($!N#'!1$'!,1$H!R(!G&CC!)(4@)$!&$!/#G()!1$'!*C#)K!4#!g@'*(!4.(!G#)C'!1$'!4#!
2#$%@,,14(!R&%!)('(,/4&L(!,&%%&#$H!R(!$#G!'G(CC%!&$!1CC!-(C&(L()%!1%!4.(!C&L&$*!1$'!(L()!/)(%($4!
S#)'H!
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Genesis	18:1ff.;	Psalms	2:7ff.;	110:1ff.;	Isaiah	7:14;	53;	Matthew	1:18-23;	3:17;	8:29;	11:27;	14:33;	
16:16,27;	17:5;	27;	28:1-6,19;	Mark	1:1;	3:11;	Luke	1:35;	4:41;	22:70;	24:46;	John	1:1-18,29;	10:30,38;	
11:25-27;	12:44-50;	14:7-11;	16:15-16,28;	17:1-5,	21-22;	20:1-20,28;	Acts	1:9;	2:22-24;	7:55-56;	9:4-
5,20;	Romans	1:3-4;	3:23-26;	5:6-21;	8:1-3,34;	10:4;	1	Corinthians	1:30;	2:2;	8:6;	15:1-8,24-28;	2	
Corinthians	5:19-21;	8:9;	Galatians	4:4-5;	Ephesians	1:20;	3:11;	4:7-10;	Philippians	2:5-11;	Colossians	
1:13-22;	2:9;	1	Thessalonians	4:14-18;	1	Timothy	2:5-6;	3:16;	Titus	2:13-14;	Hebrews	1:1-3;	4:14-15;	
7:14-28;	9:12-15,24-28;	12:2;	13:8;	1	Peter	2:21-25;	3:22;	1	John	1:7-9;	3:2;	4:14-15;	5:9;	2	John	7-9;	
Revelation	1:13-16;	5:9-14;	12:10-11;	13:8;	19:16.	
	
2C.	God	the	Holy	Spirit!
O.(!R#CK!E/&)&4!&%!4.(!E/&)&4!#>!N#'B!>@CCK!'&L&$(H!R(!&$%/&)('!.#CK!,($!#>!#C'!4#!G)&4(!4.(!E2)&/4@)(%H!
O.)#@*.!&CC@,&$14&#$!R(!($1-C(%!,($!4#!@$'()%41$'!4)@4.H!R(!(M1C4%!".)&%4H!R(!2#$L&24%!,($!#>!%&$B!
#>!)&*.4(#@%$(%%B!1$'!#>!g@'*,($4H!R(!21CC%!,($!4#!4.(!E1L&#@)B!1$'!(>>(24%!)(*($()14&#$H!<4!4.(!
,#,($4!#>!)(*($()14&#$!R(!-1/4&i(%!(L()K!-(C&(L()!&$4#!4.(!F#'K!#>!".)&%4H!R(!2@C4&L14(%!".)&%4&1$!
2.1)124()B!2#,>#)4%!-(C&(L()%B!1$'!-(%4#G%!4.(!%/&)&4@1C!*&>4%!-K!G.&2.!4.(K!%()L(!N#'!4.)#@*.!R&%!
2.@)2.H!R(!%(1C%!4.(!-(C&(L()!@$4#!4.(!'1K!#>!>&$1C!)('(,/4&#$H!R&%!/)(%($2(!&$!4.(!".)&%4&1$!&%!4.(!
*@1)1$4((!4.14!N#'!G&CC!-)&$*!4.(!-(C&(L()!&$4#!4.(!>@CC$(%%!#>!4.(!%414@)(!#>!".)&%4H!R(!($C&*.4($%!
1$'!(,/#G()%!4.(!-(C&(L()!1$'!4.(!2.@)2.!&$!G#)%.&/B!(L1$*(C&%,B!1$'!%()L&2(H!
	
Genesis	1:2;	Judges	14:6;	Job	26:13;	Psalms	51:11;	139:7ff.;	Isaiah	61:1-3;	Joel	2:28-32;	Matthew	1:18;	
3:16;	4:1;	12:28-32;	28:19;	Mark	1:10,12;	Luke	1:35;	4:1,18-19;	11:13;	12:12;	24:49;	John	4:24;	14:16-
17,26;	15:26;	16:7-14;	Acts	1:8;	2:1-4,38;	4:31;	5:3;	6:3;	7:55;	8:17,39;	10:44;	13:2;	15:28;	16:6;	19:1-6;	
Romans	8:9-11,14-16,26-27;	1	Corinthians	2:10-14;	3:16;	12:3-11,13;	Galatians	4:6;	Ephesians	1:13-
14;	4:30;	5:18;	1	Thessalonians	5:19;	1	Timothy	3:16;	4:1;	2	Timothy	1:14;	3:16;	Hebrews	9:8,14;	2	
Peter	1:21;	1	John	4:13;	5:6-7;	Revelation	1:10;	22:17.!
	
3.	Man	
+1$!&%!4.(!%/(2&1C!2)(14&#$!#>!N#'B!,1'(!&$!R&%!#G$!&,1*(H!R(!2)(14('!4.(,!,1C(!1$'!>(,1C(!1%!4.(!
2)#G$&$*!G#)3!#>!R&%!2)(14&#$H!O.(!*&>4!#>!*($'()!&%!4.@%!/1)4!#>!4.(!*##'$(%%!#>!N#'f%!2)(14&#$H!I$!
4.(!-(*&$$&$*!,1$!G1%!&$$#2($4!#>!%&$!1$'!G1%!($'#G('!-K!.&%!")(14#)!G&4.!>)(('#,!#>!2.#&2(H!FK!
.&%!>)((!2.#&2(!,1$!%&$$('!1*1&$%4!N#'!1$'!-)#@*.4!%&$!&$4#!4.(!.@,1$!)12(H!O.)#@*.!4.(!
4(,/414&#$!#>!E141$!,1$!4)1$%*)(%%('!4.(!2#,,1$'!#>!N#'B!1$'!>(CC!>)#,!.&%!#)&*&$1C!&$$#2($2(!
G.()(-K! .&%!/#%4()&4K!&$.()&4!1!$14@)(!1$'!1$!($L&)#$,($4!&$2C&$('!4#G1)'!%&$H!O.()(>#)(B!1%!%##$!
1%!4.(K!1)(!21/1-C(!#>!,#)1C!124&#$B!4.(K!-(2#,(!4)1$%*)(%%#)%!1$'!1)(!@$'()!2#$'(,$14&#$H!?$CK!
4.(!*)12(!#>!N#'!21$!-)&$*!,1$!&$4#!R&%!.#CK!>(CC#G%.&/!1$'!($1-C(!,1$!4#!>@C>&CC!4.(!2)(14&L(!
/@)/#%(!#>!N#'H!O.(!%12)('$(%%!#>!.@,1$!/()%#$1C&4K!&%!(L&'($4!&$!4.14!N#'!2)(14('!,1$!&$!R&%!
#G$!&,1*(B!1$'!&$!4.14!".)&%4!'&('!>#)!,1$h!4.()(>#)(B!(L()K!/()%#$!#>!(L()K!)12(!/#%%(%%(%!>@CC!
'&*$&4K!1$'!&%!G#)4.K!#>!)(%/(24!1$'!".)&%4&1$!C#L(H!
	
Genesis	1:26-30;	2:5,7,18-22;	3;	9:6;	Psalms	1;	8:3-6;	32:1-5;	51:5;	Isaiah	6:5;	Jeremiah	17:5;	Matthew	
16:26;	Acts	17:26-31;	Romans	1:19-32;	3:10-18,23;	5:6,12,19;	6:6;	7:14-25;	8:14-18,29;	1	Corinthians	
1:21-31;	15:19,21-22;	Ephesians	2:1-22;	Colossians	1:21-22;	3:9-11.	
	
4.	Salvation	
E1CL14&#$!&$L#CL(%!4.(!)('(,/4&#$!#>!4.(!G.#C(!,1$B!1$'!&%!#>>()('!>)((CK!4#!1CC!G.#!122(/4!X(%@%!
".)&%4!1%!S#)'!1$'!E1L&#@)B!G.#!-K!R&%!#G$!-C##'!#-41&$('!(4()$1C!)('(,/4&#$!>#)!4.(!-(C&(L()H!I$!
&4%!-)#1'(%4!%($%(!%1CL14&#$!&$2C@'(%!)(*($()14&#$B!g@%4&>&214&#$B!%1$24&>&214&#$B!1$'!*C#)&>&214&#$H!
O.()(!&%!$#!%1CL14&#$!1/1)4!>)#,!/()%#$1C!>1&4.!&$!X(%@%!".)&%4!1%!S#)'H!
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[<H!_(*($()14&#$B!#)!4.(!$(G!-&)4.B!&%!1!G#)3!#>!N#'f%!*)12(!G.()(-K!-(C&(L()%!-(2#,(!$(G!
2)(14@)(%!&$!".)&%4!X(%@%H!I4!&%!1!2.1$*(!#>!.(1)4!G)#@*.4!-K!4.(!R#CK!E/&)&4!4.)#@*.!2#$L&24&#$!#>!
%&$B!4#!G.&2.!4.(!%&$$()!)(%/#$'%!&$!)(/($41$2(!4#G1)'!N#'!1$'!>1&4.!&$!4.(!S#)'!X(%@%!".)&%4H!
_(/($41$2(!1$'!>1&4.!1)(!&$%(/1)1-C(!(M/()&($2(%!#>!*)12(H!
	
_(/($41$2(!&%!1!*($@&$(!4@)$&$*!>)#,!%&$!4#G1)'!N#'H!D1&4.!&%!4.(!122(/41$2(!#>!X(%@%!".)&%4!1$'!
2#,,&4,($4!#>!4.(!($4&)(!/()%#$1C&4K!4#!R&,!1%!S#)'!1$'!E1L&#@)H!
	
[FH!X@%4&>&214&#$!&%!N#'f%!*)12&#@%!1$'!>@CC!12j@&441C!@/#$!/)&$2&/C(%!#>!R&%!)&*.4(#@%$(%%!#>!1CC!
%&$$()%!G.#!)(/($4!1$'!-(C&(L(!&$!".)&%4H!X@%4&>&214&#$!-)&$*%!4.(!-(C&(L()!@$4#!1!)(C14&#$%.&/!#>!
/(12(!1$'!>1L#)!G&4.!N#'H!
	
["H!E1$24&>&214&#$!&%!4.(!(M/()&($2(B!-(*&$$&$*!&$!)(*($()14&#$B!-K!G.&2.!4.(!-(C&(L()!&%!%(4!1/1)4!4#!
N#'f%!/@)/#%(%B!1$'!&%!($1-C('!4#!/)#*)(%%!4#G1)'!,#)1C!1$'!%/&)&4@1C!,14@)&4K!4.)#@*.!4.(!
/)(%($2(!1$'!/#G()!#>!4.(!R#CK!E/&)&4!'G(CC&$*!&$!.&,H!N)#G4.!&$!*)12(!%.#@C'!2#$4&$@(!4.)#@*.#@4!
4.(!)(*($()14(!/()%#$f%!C&>(H!
	
[AH!NC#)&>&214&#$!&%!4.(!2@C,&$14&#$!#>!%1CL14&#$!1$'!&%!4.(!>&$1C!-C(%%('!1$'!1-&'&$*!%414(!#>!4.(!
)('((,('H !
	
Genesis	3:15;	Exodus	3:14-17;	6:2-8;	Matthew	1:21;	4:17;	16:21-26;	27:22-28:6;	Luke	1:68-69;	2:28-32;	
John	1:11-14,29;	3:3-21,36;	5:24;	10:9,28-29;	15:1-16;	17:17;	Acts	2:21;	4:12;	15:11;	16:30-31;	17:30-
31;	20:32;	Romans	1:16-18;	2:4;	3:23-25;	4:3ff.;	5:8-10;	6:1-23;	8:1-18,29-39;	10:9-10,13;	13:11-14;	1	
Corinthians	1:18,30;	6:19-20;	15:10;	2	Corinthians	5:17-20;	Galatians	2:20;	3:13;	5:22-25;	6:15;	
Ephesians	1:7;	2:8-22;	4:11-16;	Philippians	2:12-13;	Colossians	1:9-22;	3:1ff.;	1	Thessalonians	5:23-24;	
2	Timothy	1:12;	Titus	2:11-14;	Hebrews	2:1-3;	5:8-9;	9:24-28;	11:1-12:8,14;	James	2:14-26;	1	Peter	
1:2-23;	1	John	1:6-2:11;	Revelation	3:20;	21:1-22:5.!
	
5.	God's	Purpose	of	Grace	
VC(24&#$!&%!4.(!*)12&#@%!/@)/#%(!#>!N#'B!122#)'&$*!4#!G.&2.!R(!)(*($()14(%B!g@%4&>&(%B!%1$24&>&(%B!1$'!
*C#)&>&(%!%&$$()%H!I4!&%!2#$%&%4($4!G&4.!4.(!>)((!1*($2K!#>!,1$B!1$'!2#,/)(.($'%!1CC!4.(!,(1$%!&$!
2#$$(24&#$!G&4.!4.(!($'H!I4!&%!4.(!*C#)&#@%!'&%/C1K!#>!N#'f%!%#L()(&*$!*##'$(%%B!1$'!&%!&$>&$&4(CK!
G&%(B!.#CKB!1$'!@$2.1$*(1-C(H!I4!(M2C@'(%!-#1%4&$*!1$'!/)#,#4(%!.@,&C&4KH!
	
<CC!4)@(!-(C&(L()%!($'@)(!4#!4.(!($'H!O.#%(!G.#,!N#'!.1%!122(/4('!&$!".)&%4B!1$'!%1$24&>&('!-K!R&%!
E/&)&4B!G&CC!$(L()!>1CC!1G1K!>)#,!4.(!%414(!#>!*)12(B!-@4!%.1CC!/()%(L()(!4#!4.(!($'H!F(C&(L()%!,1K!>1CC!
&$4#!%&$!4.)#@*.!$(*C(24!1$'!4(,/414&#$B!G.()(-K!4.(K!*)&(L(!4.(!E/&)&4B!&,/1&)!4.(&)!*)12(%!1$'!
2#,>#)4%B!1$'!-)&$*!)(/)#12.!#$!4.(!21@%(!#>!".)&%4!1$'!4(,/#)1C!g@'*,($4%!#$!4.(,%(CL(%h!K(4!
4.(K!%.1CC!-(!3(/4!-K!4.(!/#G()!#>!N#'!4.)#@*.!>1&4.!@$4#!%1CL14&#$H!
	
Genesis	12:1-3;	Exodus	19:5-8;	1	Samuel	8:4-7,19-22;	Isaiah	5:1-7;	Jeremiah	31:31ff.;	Matthew	16:18-
19;	21:28-45;	24:22,31;	25:34;	Luke	1:68-79;	2:29-32;	19:41-44;	24:44-48;	John	1:12-14;	3:16;	5:24;	
6:44-45,65;	10:27-29;	15:16;	17:6,12,17-18;	Acts	20:32;	Romans	5:9-10;	8:28-39;	10:12-15;	11:5-7,26-
36;	1	Corinthians	1:1-2;	15:24-28;	Ephesians	1:4-23;	2:1-10;	3:1-11;	Colossians	1:12-14;	2	
Thessalonians	2:13-14;	2	Timothy	1:12;	2:10,19;	Hebrews	11:39–12:2;	James	1:12;	1	Peter	1:2-5,13;	
2:4-10;	1	John	1:7-9;	2:19;	3:2.	
	
6.	The	Church	
<!=(G!O(%41,($4!2.@)2.!#>!4.(!S#)'!X(%@%!".)&%4!&%!1$!1@4#$#,#@%!C#21C!2#$*)(*14&#$!#>!-1/4&i('!
-(C&(L()%B!1%%#2&14('!-K!2#L($1$4!&$!4.(!>1&4.!1$'!>(CC#G%.&/!#>!4.(!*#%/(Ch!#-%()L&$*!4.(!4G#!
#)'&$1$2(%!#>!".)&%4B!*#L()$('!-K!R&%!C1G%B!(M()2&%&$*!4.(!*&>4%B!)&*.4%B!1$'!/)&L&C(*(%!&$L(%4('!&$!
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4.(,!-K!R&%!Q#)'B!1$'!%((3&$*!4#!(M4($'!4.(!*#%/(C!4#!4.(!($'%!#>!4.(!(1)4.H!V12.!2#$*)(*14&#$!
#/()14(%!@$'()!4.(!S#)'%.&/!#>!".)&%4!4.)#@*.!'(,#2)14&2!/)#2(%%(%H!I$!%@2.!1!2#$*)(*14&#$!(12.!
,(,-()!&%!)(%/#$%&-C(!1$'!122#@$41-C(!4#!".)&%4!1%!S#)'H!I4%!%2)&/4@)1C!#>>&2()%!1)(!/1%4#)%!1$'!
'(12#$%H!Q.&C(!-#4.!,($!1$'!G#,($!1)(!*&>4('!>#)!%()L&2(!&$!4.(!2.@)2.B!4.(!#>>&2(!#>!/1%4#)!&%!
C&,&4('!4#!,($!1%!j@1C&>&('!-K!E2)&/4@)(H!
	
O.(!=(G!O(%41,($4!%/(13%!1C%#!#>!4.(!2.@)2.!1%!4.(!F#'K!#>!".)&%4!G.&2.!&$2C@'(%!1CC!#>!4.(!
)('((,('!#>!1CC!4.(!1*(%B!-(C&(L()%!>)#,!(L()K!4)&-(B!1$'!4#$*@(B!1$'!/(#/C(B!1$'!$14&#$H!
	
Matthew	16:15-19;	18:15-20;	Acts	2:41-42,47;	5:11-14;	6:3-6;	13:1-3;	14:23,27;	15:1-30;	16:5;	20:28;	
Romans	1:7;	1	Corinthians	1:2;	3:16;	5:4-5;	7:17;	9:13-14;	12;	Ephesians	1:22-23;	2:19-22;	3:8-11,21;	
5:22-32;	Philippians	1:1;	Colossians	1:18;	1	Timothy	2:9-14;	3:1-15;	4:14;	Hebrews	11:39-40;	1	Peter	
5:1-4;	Revelation	2-3;	21:2-3.	
	
7.	Baptism	and	the	Lord's	Supper	
".)&%4&1$!-1/4&%,!&%!4.(!&,,()%&#$!#>!1!-(C&(L()!&$!G14()!&$!4.(!$1,(!#>!4.(!D14.()B!4.(!E#$B!1$'!4.(!
R#CK!E/&)&4H!I4!&%!1$!124!#>!#-('&($2(!%K,-#C&i&$*!4.(!-(C&(L()f%!>1&4.!&$!1!2)@2&>&('B!-@)&('B!1$'!)&%($!
E1L&#@)B!4.(!-(C&(L()f%!'(14.!4#!%&$B!4.(!-@)&1C!#>!4.(!#C'!C&>(B!1$'!4.(!)(%@))(24&#$!4#!G1C3!&$!
$(G$(%%!#>!C&>(!&$!".)&%4!X(%@%H!I4!&%!1!4(%4&,#$K!4#!.&%!>1&4.!&$!4.(!>&$1C!)(%@))(24&#$!#>!4.(!'(1'H!
F(&$*!1!2.@)2.!#)'&$1$2(B!&4!&%!/)()(j@&%&4(!4#!4.(!/)&L&C(*(%!#>!2.@)2.!,(,-()%.&/!1$'!4#!4.(!
S#)'f%!E@//()H!
	
O.(!S#)'f%!E@//()!&%!1!%K,-#C&2!124!#>!#-('&($2(!G.()(-K!,(,-()%!#>!4.(!2.@)2.B!4.)#@*.!
/1)413&$*!#>!4.(!-)(1'!1$'!4.(!>)@&4!#>!4.(!L&$(B!,(,#)&1C&i(!4.(!'(14.!#>!4.(!_('((,()!1$'!
1$4&2&/14(!R&%!%(2#$'!2#,&$*H!
	
Matthew	3:13-17;	26:26-30;	28:19-20;	Mark	1:9-11;	14:22-26;	Luke	3:21-22;	22:19-20;	John	3:23;	Acts	
2:41-42;	8:35-39;	16:30-33;	20:7;	Romans	6:3-5;	1	Corinthians	10:16,21;	11:23-29;	Colossians	2:12.	
	
8.	The	Lord's	Day	
O.(!>&)%4!'1K!#>!4.(!G((3!&%!4.(!S#)'f%!A1KH!I4!&%!1!".)&%4&1$!&$%4&4@4&#$!>#)!)(*@C1)!#-%()L1$2(H!I4!
2#,,(,#)14(%!4.(!)(%@))(24&#$!#>!".)&%4!>)#,!4.(!'(1'!1$'!%.#@C'!&$2C@'(!(M()2&%(%!#>!G#)%.&/!
1$'!%/&)&4@1C!'(L#4&#$B!-#4.!/@-C&2!1$'!/)&L14(H!<24&L&4&(%!#$!4.(!S#)'f%!A1K!%.#@C'!-(!
2#,,($%@)14(!G&4.!4.(!".)&%4&1$f%!2#$%2&($2(!@$'()!4.(!S#)'%.&/!#>!X(%@%!".)&%4H!
	
Exodus	20:8-11;	Matthew	12:1-12;	28:1ff.;	Mark	2:27-28;	16:1-7;	Luke	24:1-3,33-36;	John	4:21-24;	
20:1,19-28;	Acts	20:7;	Romans	14:5-10;	I	Corinthians	16:1-2;	Colossians	2:16;	3:16;	Revelation	1:10.	
	
9.	The	Kingdom	
O.(!b&$*'#,!#>!N#'!&$2C@'(%!-#4.!R&%!*($()1C!%#L()(&*$4K!#L()!4.(!@$&L()%(!1$'!R&%!/1)4&2@C1)!
3&$*%.&/!#L()!,($!G.#!G&CC>@CCK!123$#GC('*(!R&,!1%!b&$*H!01)4&2@C1)CK!4.(!b&$*'#,!&%!4.(!)(1C,!#>!
%1CL14&#$!&$4#!G.&2.!,($!($4()!-K!4)@%4>@CB!2.&C'C&3(!2#,,&4,($4!4#!X(%@%!".)&%4H!".)&%4&1$%!#@*.4!
4#!/)1K!1$'!4#!C1-#)!4.14!4.(!b&$*'#,!,1K!2#,(!1$'!N#'f%!G&CC!-(!'#$(!#$!(1)4.H!O.(!>@CC!
2#$%@,,14&#$!#>!4.(!b&$*'#,!1G1&4%!4.(!)(4@)$!#>!X(%@%!".)&%4!1$'!4.(!($'!#>!4.&%!1*(H!
!
Genesis	1:1;	Isaiah	9:6-7;	Jeremiah	23:5-6;	Matthew	3:2;	4:8-10,23;	12:25-28;	13:1-52;	25:31-46;	
26:29;	Mark	1:14-15;	9:1;	Luke	4:43;	8:1;	9:2;	12:31-32;	17:20-21;	23:42;	John	3:3;	18:36;	Acts	1:6-7;	
17:22-31;	Romans	5:17;	8:19;	1	Corinthians	15:24-28;	Colossians	1:13;	Hebrews	11:10,16;	12:28;	1	
Peter	2:4-10;	4:13;	Revelation	1:6,9;	5:10;	11:15;	21-22.	
!
10.	Last	Things	
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N#'B!&$!R&%!#G$!4&,(!1$'!&$!R&%!#G$!G1KB!G&CC!-)&$*!4.(!G#)C'!4#!&4%!1//)#/)&14(!($'H!<22#)'&$*!4#!
R&%!/)#,&%(B!X(%@%!".)&%4!G&CC!)(4@)$!/()%#$1CCK!1$'!L&%&-CK!&$!*C#)K!4#!4.(!(1)4.h!4.(!'(1'!G&CC!-(!
)1&%('h!1$'!".)&%4!G&CC!g@'*(!1CC!,($!&$!)&*.4(#@%$(%%H!O.(!@$)&*.4(#@%!G&CC!-(!2#$%&*$('!4#!R(CCB!
4.(!/C12(!#>!(L()C1%4&$*!/@$&%.,($4H!O.(!)&*.4(#@%!&$!4.(&)!)(%@))(24('!1$'!*C#)&>&('!-#'&(%!G&CC!
)(2(&L(!4.(&)!)(G1)'!1$'!G&CC!'G(CC!>#)(L()!&$!R(1L($!G&4.!4.(!S#)'H!
	
Isaiah	2:4;	11:9;	Matthew	16:27;	18:8-9;	19:28;	24:27,30,36,44;	25:31-46;	26:64;	Mark	8:38;	9:43-48;	
Luke	12:40,48;	16:19-26;	17:22-37;	21:27-28;	John	14:1-3;	Acts	1:11;	17:31;	Romans	14:10;	1	
Corinthians	4:5;	15:24-28,35-58;	2	Corinthians	5:10;	Philippians	3:20-21;	Colossians	1:5;	3:4;	1	
Thessalonians	4:14-18;	5:1ff.;	2	Thessalonians	1:7ff.;	2;	1	Timothy	6:14;	2	Timothy	4:1,8;	Titus	2:13;	
Hebrews	9:27-28;	James	5:8;	2	Peter	3:7ff.;	1	John	2:28;	3:2;	Jude	14;	Revelation	1:18;	3:11;	20:1-22:13.	
	
11.	Evangelism	and	Missions	
I4!&%!4.(!'@4K!1$'!/)&L&C(*(!#>!(L()K!>#CC#G()!#>!".)&%4!1$'!#>!(L()K!2.@)2.!#>!4.(!S#)'!X(%@%!".)&%4!4#!
($'(1L#)!4#!,13(!'&%2&/C(%!#>!1CC!$14&#$%H!O.(!$(G!-&)4.!#>!,1$f%!%/&)&4!-K!N#'f%!R#CK!E/&)&4!,(1$%!
4.(!-&)4.!#>!C#L(!>#)!#4.()%H!+&%%&#$1)K!(>>#)4!#$!4.(!/1)4!#>!1CC!)(%4%!4.@%!@/#$!1!%/&)&4@1C!$(2(%%&4K!
#>!4.(!)(*($()14(!C&>(B!1$'!&%!(M/)(%%CK!1$'!)(/(14('CK!2#,,1$'('!&$!4.(!4(12.&$*%!#>!".)&%4H!O.(!
S#)'!X(%@%!".)&%4!.1%!2#,,1$'('!4.(!/)(12.&$*!#>!4.(!*#%/(C!4#!1CC!$14&#$%H!I4!&%!4.(!'@4K!#>!(L()K!
2.&C'!#>!N#'!4#!%((3!2#$%41$4CK!4#!G&$!4.(!C#%4!4#!".)&%4!-K!L()-1C!G&4$(%%!@$'()*&)'('!-K!1!
".)&%4&1$!C&>(%4KC(B!1$'!-K!#4.()!,(4.#'%!&$!.1),#$K!G&4.!4.(!*#%/(C!#>!".)&%4H!
	
Genesis	12:1-3;	Exodus	19:5-6;	Isaiah	6:1-8;	Matthew	9:37-38;	10:5-15;	13:18-30,	37-43;	16:19;	22:9-
10;	24:14;	28:18-20;	Luke	10:1-18;	24:46-53;	John	14:11-12;	15:7-8,16;	17:15;	20:21;	Acts	1:8;	2;	8:26-
40;	10:42-48;	13:2-3;	Romans	10:13-15;	Ephesians	3:1-11;	1	Thessalonians	1:8;	2	Timothy	4:5;	
Hebrews	2:1-3;	11:39-12:2;	1	Peter	2:4-10;	Revelation	22:17.	
	
12.	Education	
".)&%4&1$&4K!&%!4.(!>1&4.!#>!($C&*.4($,($4!1$'!&$4(CC&*($2(H!I$!X(%@%!".)&%4!1-&'(!1CC!4.(!4)(1%@)(%!#>!
G&%'#,!1$'!3$#GC('*(H!<CC!%#@$'!C(1)$&$*!&%B!4.()(>#)(B!1!/1)4!#>!#@)!".)&%4&1$!.()&41*(H!O.(!$(G!
-&)4.!#/($%!1CC!.@,1$!>12@C4&(%!1$'!2)(14(%!1!4.&)%4!>#)!3$#GC('*(H!+#)(#L()B!4.(!21@%(!#>!
('@214&#$!&$!4.(!b&$*'#,!#>!".)&%4!&%!2#k#)'&$14(!G&4.!4.(!21@%(%!#>!,&%%&#$%!1$'!*($()1C!
-($(L#C($2(B!1$'!%.#@C'!)(2(&L(!1C#$*!G&4.!4.(%(!4.(!C&-()1C!%@//#)4!#>!4.(!2.@)2.(%H!<$!1'(j@14(!
%K%4(,!#>!".)&%4&1$!('@214&#$!&%!$(2(%%1)K!4#!1!2#,/C(4(!%/&)&4@1C!/)#*)1,!>#)!".)&%4f%!/(#/C(H!
	
I$!".)&%4&1$!('@214&#$!4.()(!%.#@C'!-(!1!/)#/()!-1C1$2(!-(4G(($!121'(,&2!>)(('#,!1$'!121'(,&2!
)(%/#$%&-&C&4KH!D)(('#,!&$!1$K!#)'()CK!)(C14&#$%.&/!#>!.@,1$!C&>(!&%!1CG1K%!C&,&4('!1$'!$(L()!
1-%#C@4(H!O.(!>)(('#,!#>!1!4(12.()!&$!1!".)&%4&1$!%2.##CB!2#CC(*(B!#)!%(,&$1)K!&%!C&,&4('!-K!4.(!/)(k
(,&$($2(!#>!X(%@%!".)&%4B!-K!4.(!1@4.#)&414&L(!$14@)(!#>!4.(!E2)&/4@)(%B!1$'!-K!4.(!'&%4&$24!/@)/#%(!
>#)!G.&2.!4.(!%2.##C!(M&%4%H!
!
Deuteronomy	4:1,5,9,14;	6:1-10;	31:12-13;	Nehemiah	8:1-8;	Job	28:28;	Psalms	19:7ff.;	119:11;	
Proverbs	3:13ff.;	4:1-10;	8:1-7,11;	15:14;	Ecclesiastes	7:19;	Matthew	5:2;	7:24ff.;	28:19-20;	Luke	2:40;	
1	Corinthians	1:18-31;	Ephesians	4:11-16;	Philippians	4:8;	Colossians	2:3,8-9;	1	Timothy	1:3-7;	2	
Timothy	2:15;	3:14-17;	Hebrews	5:12-6:3;	James	1:5;	3:17.	
	
13.	Stewardship	
N#'!&%!4.(!%#@)2(!#>!1CC!-C(%%&$*%B!4(,/#)1C!1$'!%/&)&4@1Ch!1CC!4.14!G(!.1L(!1$'!1)(!G(!#G(!4#!R&,H!
".)&%4&1$%!.1L(!1!%/&)&4@1C!'(-4#)%.&/!4#!4.(!G.#C(!G#)C'B!1!.#CK!4)@%4((%.&/!&$!4.(!*#%/(CB!1$'!1!
-&$'&$*!%4(G1)'%.&/!&$!4.(&)!/#%%(%%&#$%H!O.(K!1)(!4.()(>#)(!@$'()!#-C&*14&#$!4#!%()L(!R&,!G&4.!
4.(&)!4&,(B!41C($4%B!1$'!,14()&1C!/#%%(%%&#$%h!1$'!%.#@C'!)(2#*$&i(!1CC!4.(%(!1%!($4)@%4('!4#!4.(,!4#!
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@%(!>#)!4.(!*C#)K!#>!N#'!1$'!>#)!.(C/&$*!#4.()%H!<22#)'&$*!4#!4.(!E2)&/4@)(%B!".)&%4&1$%!%.#@C'!
2#$4)&-@4(!#>!4.(&)!,(1$%!2.(()>@CCKB!)(*@C1)CKB!%K%4(,14&21CCKB!/)#/#)4&#$14(CKB!1$'!C&-()1CCK!>#)!4.(!
1'L1$2(,($4!#>!4.(!_('((,()f%!21@%(!#$!(1)4.H !
	
Genesis	14:20;	Leviticus	27:30-32;	Deuteronomy	8:18;	Malachi	3:8-12;	Matthew	6:1-4,19-21;	19:21;	
23:23;	25:14-29;	Luke	12:16-21,42;	16:1-13;	Acts	2:44-47;	5:1-11;	17:24-25;	20:35;	Romans	6:6-22;	
12:1-2;	1	Corinthians	4:1-2;	6:19-20;	12;	16:1-4;	2	Corinthians	8-9;	12:15;	Philippians	4:10-19;	1	Peter	
1:18-19.		
	
14.	Cooperation	
".)&%4f%!/(#/C(!%.#@C'B!1%!#221%&#$!)(j@&)(%B!#)*1$&i(!%@2.!1%%#2&14&#$%!1$'!2#$L($4&#$%!1%!,1K!
-(%4!%(2@)(!2##/()14&#$!>#)!4.(!*)(14!#-g(24%!#>!4.(!b&$*'#,!#>!N#'H!E@2.!#)*1$&i14&#$%!.1L(!$#!
1@4.#)&4K!#L()!#$(!1$#4.()!#)!#L()!4.(!2.@)2.(%H!O.(K!1)(!L#C@$41)K!1$'!1'L&%#)K!-#'&(%!'(%&*$('!
4#!(C&2&4B!2#,-&$(B!1$'!'&)(24!4.(!($()*&(%!#>!#@)!/(#/C(!&$!4.(!,#%4!(>>(24&L(!,1$$()H!+(,-()%!#>!
=(G!O(%41,($4!2.@)2.(%!%.#@C'!2##/()14(!G&4.!#$(!1$#4.()!&$!21))K&$*!>#)G1)'!4.(!,&%%&#$1)KB!
('@214&#$1CB!1$'!-($(L#C($4!,&$&%4)&(%!>#)!4.(!(M4($%&#$!#>!".)&%4f%!b&$*'#,H!".)&%4&1$!@$&4K!&$!4.(!
=(G!O(%41,($4!%($%(!&%!%/&)&4@1C!.1),#$K!1$'!L#C@$41)K!2##/()14&#$!>#)!2#,,#$!($'%!-K!L1)&#@%!
*)#@/%!#>!".)&%4f%!/(#/C(H!"##/()14&#$!&%!'(%&)1-C(!-(4G(($!4.(!L1)&#@%!".)&%4&1$!'($#,&$14&#$%B!
G.($!4.(!($'!4#!-(!1441&$('!&%!&4%(C>!g@%4&>&('B!1$'!G.($!%@2.!2##/()14&#$!&$L#CL(%!$#!L&#C14&#$!#>!
2#$%2&($2(!#)!2#,/)#,&%(!#>!C#K1C4K!4#!".)&%4!1$'!R&%!Q#)'!1%!)(L(1C('!&$!4.(!=(G!O(%41,($4H!
	
Exodus	17:12;	18:17ff.;	Judges	7:21;	Ezra	1:3-4;	2:68-69;	5:14-15;	Nehemiah	4;	8:1-5;	Matthew	10:5-
15;	20:1-16;	22:1-10;	28:19-20;	Mark	2:3;	Luke	10:1ff.;	Acts	1:13-14;	2:1ff.;	4:31-37;	13:2-3;	15:1-35;	1	
Corinthians	1:10-17;	3:5-15;	12;	2	Corinthians	8-9;	Galatians	1:6-10;	Ephesians	4:1-16;	Philippians	
1:15-18.		
	
15.	The	Christian	and	the	Social	Order	
<CC!".)&%4&1$%!1)(!@$'()!#-C&*14&#$!4#!%((3!4#!,13(!4.(!G&CC!#>!".)&%4!%@/)(,(!&$!#@)!#G$!C&L(%!1$'!
&$!.@,1$!%#2&(4KH!+(1$%!1$'!,(4.#'%!@%('!>#)!4.(!&,/)#L(,($4!#>!%#2&(4K!1$'!4.(!(%41-C&%.,($4!
#>!)&*.4(#@%$(%%!1,#$*!,($!21$!-(!4)@CK!1$'!/(),1$($4CK!.(C/>@C!#$CK!G.($!4.(K!1)(!)##4('!&$!
4.(!)(*($()14&#$!#>!4.(!&$'&L&'@1C!-K!4.(!%1L&$*!*)12(!#>!N#'!&$!X(%@%!".)&%4H!I$!4.(!%/&)&4!#>!".)&%4B!
".)&%4&1$%!%.#@C'!#//#%(!)12&%,B!(L()K!>#),!#>!*)(('B!%(C>&%.$(%%B!1$'!L&2(B!1$'!1CC!>#),%!#>!%(M@1C!
&,,#)1C&4KB!&$2C@'&$*!1'@C4()KB!.#,#%(M@1C&4KB!1$'!/#)$#*)1/.KH!Q(!%.#@C'!G#)3!4#!/)#L&'(!>#)!
4.(!#)/.1$('B!4.(!$(('KB!4.(!1-@%('B!4.(!1*('B!4.(!.(C/C(%%B!1$'!4.(!%&23H!Q(!%.#@C'!%/(13!#$!-(.1C>!
#>!4.(!@$-#)$!1$'!2#$4($'!>#)!4.(!%1$24&4K!#>!1CC!.@,1$!C&>(!>)#,!2#$2(/4&#$!4#!$14@)1C!'(14.H!VL()K!
".)&%4&1$!%.#@C'!%((3!4#!-)&$*!&$'@%4)KB!*#L()$,($4B!1$'!%#2&(4K!1%!1!G.#C(!@$'()!4.(!%G1K!#>!4.(!
/)&$2&/C(%!#>!)&*.4(#@%$(%%B!4)@4.B!1$'!-)#4.()CK!C#L(H!I$!#)'()!4#!/)#,#4(!4.(%(!($'%!".)&%4&1$%!
%.#@C'!-(!)(1'K!4#!G#)3!G&4.!1CC!,($!#>!*##'!G&CC!&$!1$K!*##'!21@%(B!1CG1K%!-(&$*!21)(>@C!4#!124!&$!
4.(!%/&)&4!#>!C#L(!G&4.#@4!2#,/)#,&%&$*!4.(&)!C#K1C4K!4#!".)&%4!1$'!R&%!4)@4.H!
!
Exodus	20:3-17;	Leviticus	6:2-5;	Deuteronomy	10:12;	27:17;	Psalm	101:5;	Micah	6:8;	Zechariah	8:16;	
Matthew	5:13-16,43-48;	22:36-40;	25:35;	Mark	1:29-34;	2:3ff.;	10:21;	Luke	4:18-21;	10:27-37;	20:25;	
John	15:12;	17:15;	Romans	12–14;	1Corinthians	5:9-10;	6:1-7;	7:20-24;	10:23-11:1;	Galatians	3:26-28;	
Ephesians	6:5-9;	Colossians	3:12-17;	1	Thessalonians	3:12;	Philemon;	James	1:27;	2:8.	
	
16.	Peace	and	War	
I4!&%!4.(!'@4K!#>!".)&%4&1$%!4#!%((3!/(12(!G&4.!1CC!,($!#$!/)&$2&/C(%!#>!)&*.4(#@%$(%%H!I$!122#)'1$2(!
G&4.!4.(!%/&)&4!1$'!4(12.&$*%!#>!".)&%4!4.(K!%.#@C'!'#!1CC!&$!4.(&)!/#G()!4#!/@4!1$!($'!4#!G1)H!
!
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O.(!4)@(!)(,('K!>#)!4.(!G1)!%/&)&4!&%!4.(!*#%/(C!#>!#@)!S#)'H!O.(!%@/)(,(!$(('!#>!4.(!G#)C'!&%!4.(!
122(/41$2(!#>!R&%!4(12.&$*%!&$!1CC!4.(!1>>1&)%!#>!,($!1$'!$14&#$%B!1$'!4.(!/)124&21C!1//C&214&#$!#>!R&%!
C1G!#>!C#L(H!".)&%4&1$!/(#/C(!4.)#@*.#@4!4.(!G#)C'!%.#@C'!/)1K!>#)!4.(!)(&*$!#>!4.(!0)&$2(!#>!0(12(H!
	
Isaiah	2:4;	Matthew	5:9,38-48;	6:33;	26:52;	Luke	22:36,38;	Romans	12:18-19;	13:1-7;	14:19;	Hebrews	
12:14;	James	4:1-2.	
	
17.	Religious	Liberty	
N#'!1C#$(!&%!S#)'!#>!4.(!2#$%2&($2(B!1$'!R(!.1%!C(>4!&4!>)((!>)#,!4.(!'#24)&$(%!1$'!2#,,1$',($4%!
#>!,($!G.&2.!1)(!2#$4)1)K!4#!R&%!Q#)'!#)!$#4!2#$41&$('!&$!&4H!".@)2.!1$'!%414(!%.#@C'!-(!%(/1)14(H!
O.(!%414(!#G(%!4#!(L()K!2.@)2.!/)#4(24&#$!1$'!>@CC!>)(('#,!&$!4.(!/@)%@&4!#>!&4%!%/&)&4@1C!($'%H!I$!
/)#L&'&$*!>#)!%@2.!>)(('#,!$#!(22C(%&1%4&21C!*)#@/!#)!'($#,&$14&#$!%.#@C'!-(!>1L#)('!-K!4.(!%414(!
,#)(!4.1$!#4.()%H!"&L&C!*#L()$,($4!-(&$*!#)'1&$('!#>!N#'B!&4!&%!4.(!'@4K!#>!".)&%4&1$%!4#!)($'()!
C#K1C!#-('&($2(!4.()(4#!&$!1CC!4.&$*%!$#4!2#$4)1)K!4#!4.(!)(L(1C('!G&CC!#>!N#'H!O.(!2.@)2.!%.#@C'!$#4!
)(%#)4!4#!4.(!2&L&C!/#G()!4#!21))K!#$!&4%!G#)3H!O.(!*#%/(C!#>!".)&%4!2#$4(,/C14(%!%/&)&4@1C!,(1$%!
1C#$(!>#)!4.(!/@)%@&4!#>!&4%!($'%H!O.(!%414(!.1%!$#!)&*.4!4#!&,/#%(!/($1C4&(%!>#)!)(C&*&#@%!#/&$&#$%!#>!
1$K!3&$'H!O.(!%414(!.1%!$#!)&*.4!4#!&,/#%(!41M(%!>#)!4.(!%@//#)4!#>!1$K!>#),!#>!)(C&*&#$H!<!>)((!
2.@)2.!&$!1!>)((!%414(!&%!4.(!".)&%4&1$!&'(1CB!1$'!4.&%!&,/C&(%!4.(!)&*.4!#>!>)((!1$'!@$.&$'()('!122(%%!
4#!N#'!#$!4.(!/1)4!#>!1CC!,($B!1$'!4.(!)&*.4!4#!>#),!1$'!/)#/1*14(!#/&$&#$%!&$!4.(!%/.()(!#>!)(C&*&#$!
G&4.#@4!&$4()>()($2(!-K!4.(!2&L&C!/#G()H!
	
Genesis	1:27;	2:7;	Matthew	6:6-7,24;	16:26;	22:21;	John	8:36;	Acts	4:19-20;	Romans	6:1-2;	13:1-7;	
Galatians	5:1,13;	Philippians	3:20;	1	Timothy	2:1-2;	James	4:12;	1	Peter	2:12-17;	3:11-17;	4:12-19.	
	
18.	The	Family	
N#'!.1%!#)'1&$('!4.(!>1,&CK!1%!4.(!>#@$'14&#$1C!&$%4&4@4&#$!#>!.@,1$!%#2&(4KH!I4!&%!2#,/#%('!#>!
/()%#$%!)(C14('!4#!#$(!1$#4.()!-K!,1))&1*(B!-C##'B!#)!1'#/4&#$H!
+1))&1*(!&%!4.(!@$&4&$*!#>!#$(!,1$!1$'!#$(!G#,1$!&$!2#L($1$4!2#,,&4,($4!>#)!1!C&>(4&,(H!I4!&%!
N#'f%!@$&j@(!*&>4!4#!)(L(1C!4.(!@$&#$!-(4G(($!".)&%4!1$'!R&%!2.@)2.!1$'!4#!/)#L&'(!>#)!4.(!,1$!1$'!
4.(!G#,1$!&$!,1))&1*(!4.(!>)1,(G#)3!>#)!&$4&,14(!2#,/1$&#$%.&/B!4.(!2.1$$(C!#>!%(M@1C!
(M/)(%%&#$!122#)'&$*!4#!-&-C&21C!%41$'1)'%B!1$'!4.(!,(1$%!>#)!/)#2)(14&#$!#>!4.(!.@,1$!)12(H!
	
O.(!.@%-1$'!1$'!G&>(!1)(!#>!(j@1C!G#)4.!-(>#)(!N#'B!%&$2(!-#4.!1)(!2)(14('!&$!N#'f%!&,1*(H!O.(!
,1))&1*(!)(C14&#$%.&/!,#'(C%!4.(!G1K!N#'!)(C14(%!4#!R&%!/(#/C(H!<!.@%-1$'!&%!4#!C#L(!.&%!G&>(!1%!
".)&%4!C#L('!4.(!2.@)2.H!R(!.1%!4.(!N#'k*&L($!)(%/#$%&-&C&4K!4#!/)#L&'(!>#)B!4#!/)#4(24B!1$'!4#!C(1'!
.&%!>1,&CKH!<!G&>(!&%!4#!%@-,&4!.()%(C>!*)12&#@%CK!4#!4.(!%()L1$4!C(1'()%.&/!#>!.()!.@%-1$'!(L($!1%!
4.(!2.@)2.!G&CC&$*CK!%@-,&4%!4#!4.(!.(1'%.&/!#>!".)&%4H!E.(B!-(&$*!&$!4.(!&,1*(!#>!N#'!1%!&%!.()!
.@%-1$'!1$'!4.@%!(j@1C!4#!.&,B!.1%!4.(!N#'k*&L($!)(%/#$%&-&C&4K!4#!)(%/(24!.()!.@%-1$'!1$'!4#!
%()L(!1%!.&%!.(C/()!&$!,1$1*&$*!4.(!.#@%(.#C'!1$'!$@)4@)&$*!4.(!$(M4!*($()14&#$H!
	
".&C')($B!>)#,!4.(!,#,($4!#>!2#$2(/4&#$B!1)(!1!-C(%%&$*!1$'!.()&41*(!>)#,!4.(!S#)'H!01)($4%!1)(!4#!
'(,#$%4)14(!4#!4.(&)!2.&C')($!N#'f%!/144()$!>#)!,1))&1*(H!01)($4%!1)(!4#!4(12.!4.(&)!2.&C')($!
%/&)&4@1C!1$'!,#)1C!L1C@(%!1$'!4#!C(1'!4.(,B!4.)#@*.!2#$%&%4($4!C&>(%4KC(!(M1,/C(!1$'!C#L&$*!
'&%2&/C&$(B!4#!,13(!2.#&2(%!-1%('!#$!-&-C&21C!4)@4.H!".&C')($!1)(!4#!.#$#)!1$'!#-(K!4.(&)!/1)($4%H!
!

Genesis	1:26-28;	2:15-25;	3:1-20;	Exodus	20:12;	Deuteronomy	6:4-9;	Joshua	24:15;	1	Samuel	1:26-28;	
Psalms	51:5;	78:1-8;	127;	128;	139:13-16;	Proverbs	1:8;	5:15-20;	6:20-22;	12:4;	13:24;	14:1;	17:6;	
18:22;	22:6,15;	23:13-14;	24:3;	29:15,17;	31:10-31;	Ecclesiastes	4:9-12;	9:9;	Malachi	2:14-16;	
Matthew	5:31-32;	18:2-5;	19:3-9;	Mark	10:6-12;	Romans	1:18-32;	1	Corinthians	7:1-16;	Ephesians	
5:21-33;	6:1-4;	Colossians	3:18-21;	1	Timothy	5:8,14;	2	Timothy	1:3-5;	Titus	2:3-5;	Hebrews	13:4;	1	
Peter	3:1-7.	
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O.(!F1/4&%,!#>!".&C')($!14!"1/&4#C!R&CC!F1/4&%4!".@)2.8! 
"1/&4#C!R&CC!F1/4&%4!".@)2.!VC'()%B!9ZZ[! 
	
We,	the	elders	of	the	Capitol	Hill	Baptist	Church,	after	prayerful	searching	of	the	Scriptures	and	discussion	
conclude	that,	while	Scripture	is	quite	clear	that	believers	only	are	to	be	baptized,	the	age	at	which	a	believer	is	
to	be	baptized	is	not	directly	addressed	in	Scripture.	We	do	not	understand	the	simple	imperative	command	to	
be	baptized	to	settle	the	issue,	nor	do	we	understand	the	imperative	to	be	baptized	to	forbid	raising	questions	
about	the	appropriateness	of	a	baptismal	candidate's	maturity.	We	do	understand	that	the	consideration	of	an	
appropriate	age	for	a	believer	to	be	baptized	is	a	matter	not	of	simple	obedience	on	an	issue	clearly	settled	by	
Scripture,	but	rather	is	a	matter	of	Christian	wisdom	and	prudence	on	an	issue	not	directly	addressed	by	
Scripture.	Though	the	baptisms	in	the	New	Testament	seem	largely	to	have	occurred	soon	after	the	initial	
conversion,	all	of	the	individuals	we	can	read	of	are	both	adults	and	coming	from	a	non-Christian	context.	Both	of	
these	factors	would	tend	to	lend	credibility	to	a	conversion.	The	credibility	of	the	conversion	is	the	prime	
consideration,	with	the	effect	upon	the	individual	candidate	and	the	church	community	being	legitimate	
secondary	concerns.	 
	
We	believe	that	the	normal	age	of	baptism	should	be	when	the	credibility	of	one's	conversion	becomes	naturally	
evident	to	the	church	community.	This	would	normally	be	when	the	child	has	matured,	and	is	beginning	to	live	
more	self-consciously	as	an	individual,	making	their	own	choices,	having	left	the	God-given,	intended	child-like	
dependence	on	their	parents	for	the	God-given,	intended	mature	wisdom	which	marks	one	who	has	felt	the	tug	
of	the	world,	the	flesh	and	the	devil,	but	has	decided,	despite	these	allurements,	to	follow	Christ.	While	it	is	
difficult	to	set	a	certain	number	of	years	which	are	required	for	baptism,	it	is	appropriate	to	consider	the	
candidate’s	maturity.	The	kind	of	maturity	that	we	feel	it	is	wise	to	expect	is	the	maturity	which	would	allow	that	
son	or	daughter	to	deal	directly	with	the	church	as	a	whole,	and	not,	fundamentally,	to	be	under	their	parents'	
authority.	As	they	assume	adult	responsibilities	(sometime	in	late	high	school	with	driving,	employment,	non-
Christian	friends,	voting,	legality	of	marriage),	then	part	of	this,	we	would	think,	would	be	to	declare	publicly	their	
allegiance	to	Christ	by	baptism.		
 
With	the	consent	and	encouragement	of	Christian	parents	who	are	members,	we	will	carefully	consider	requests	
for	baptism	before	a	child	has	left	the	home,	but	would	urge	the	parents	to	caution	at	this	point.	Of	course	
children	can	be	converted.	We	pray	that	none	of	our	children	ever	know	any	lengthy	period	of	conscious	
rebellion	against	God.	The	question	raised	by	baptism	is	the	ability	of	others	to	be	fairly	confident	of	that	
conversion.	The	malleable	nature	of	children	(which	changeableness	God	especially	intends	for	the	time	when	
they	are	living	as	dependents	in	the	home,	being	trained	in	all	the	basics	of	life	and	faith)	is	a	gift	from	God	and	is	
to	be	used	to	bring	them	to	maturity.	It	should	also	give	us	caution	in	assuming	the	permanence	of	desires,	
dreams,	affections	and	decisions	of	children.	Nevertheless,	should	the	young	person	desire	to	pursue	baptism	
and	membership	in	the	normal	course	set	out	by	the	church,	we	will	examine	them	on	a	case-by-case	basis,	with	
the	involvement	of	the	parents.		
 
In	the	event	of	young	persons	from	non-Christian	families	coming	to	the	church	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	
professing	faith	and	giving	evidence	of	the	reality	thereof,	requests	for	baptism	and	membership	would	be	
considered	without	the	involvement	of	the	parents.	While	all	the	previous	comments	on	the	nature	of	immaturity	
still	pertain,	the	fact	that	such	a	young	person	would	be	doing	so	despite	indifference,	or	even	opposition	from	
their	parents	would	or	could	be	evidence	for	the	reality	of	their	conversion.		
 
Nothing	in	this	statement	should	be	construed	as	casting	doubt	about	the	legitimacy	of	the	baptism	of	any	among	
us,	regardless	of	how	young	they	were	when	they	were	baptized.	Because	they	have	continued	in	the	faith	into	
their	adult	years	we	assume	the	legitimacy	of	their	initial	profession	made	at	baptism.	The	question	we	are	

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8!Q(!1)(!$#4!"1/&4#C!R&CC!F1/4&%4!".@)2.B!-@4!4.&%!/1/()!C1)*(CK!)(/)(%($4%!4.(!L&(G!#>!01%4#)!0X!O&-1K1$!>#)!4.(!/1)($4%!
G.#!G1$4!4#!3$#G!.&%!%41$2(!#$!.&,!-1/4&i&$*!2.&C')($H!I>!N#'!*&L(%!,#)(!/1%4#)%!4#!#@)!2.@)2.!4.($!4.(KJCC!'(2&'(!
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concerned	with	here	is	looking	forward,	not	backward.	To	put	it	another	way,	we	are	raising	the	question	about	
how	many	people	have	been	baptized	at	this	church	in	the	past	as	younger	people	and	children	who	went	on	to	
give	no	evidence	of	ever	having	been	savingly	converted,	and	what	damage	was	done	to	them,	and	to	the	witness	
of	the	gospel	through	the	church's	premature	baptism	of	them.	It	is	our	judgment	that	while	there	is	some	
danger	of	discouragement	on	the	part	of	those	children	who	do	give	some	good	evidence	of	being	converted	and	
yet	are	not	baptized	and	welcomed	into	communicant	membership	in	the	church,	through	good	teaching	in	the	
home,	and	through	the	loving	inclusion	of	the	families	in	the	church	as	we	currently	do,	that	danger	is	small.	
There	is,	however,	we	believe,	a	greater	danger	of	deception	on	the	part	of	many	who	could	be	wrongly	baptized	
at	an	age	in	which	people	are	more	liable	to	make	decisions	which	are	sincere,	but	ill-founded	and	too	often	
short-lived.		
 
Two	other	notes	in	conclusion.	First,	we	realize	that	this	issue	is	an	issue	of	great	emotion	for	some,	and	we	in	no	
way	are	trying	to	lead	anyone	to	disobey	their	conscience	on	this	matter;	we	simply	are	trying	to	inform	and	
educate	our	consciences	from	the	Scriptural	necessity	of	a	credible	profession	of	faith	for	baptism.	Second,	while	
it	is	not	generally	known	among	American	evangelicals	today,	the	practice	of	baptizing	pre-teenage	children	is	of	
recent	development	(largely	early	20th	century)	and	of	limited	geography	(largely	limited	to	the	United	States,	
and	places	where	American	evangelicals	have	exercised	great	influence).	Baptists	in	the	past	were	known	for	
waiting	to	baptize	until	the	believers	were	adults.	Baptistic	Christians	around	the	world	are	still	much	more	
cautious	than	modern	American	Christians,	often	waiting	in	Europe,	Africa	and	Asia	to	baptize	until	children	are	
grown	and	are	in	their	20's.	 
!
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Class	#2:	Membership	Commitments	and	Expectations 

Study	Guide	
	
Hebrews	10:23-25	
23Let	us	hold	on	to	the	confession	of	our	hope	without	wavering,	for	He	who	promised	is	faithful.	24And	
let	us	be	concerned	about	one	another	in	order	to	promote	love	and	good	works,	25not	staying	away	
from	our	worship	meetings,	as	some	habitually	do,	but	encouraging	each	other,	and	all	the	more	as	you	
see	the	day	drawing	near.	
 
	
The	Christian	life	is	fundamentally	relational	in	nature.	
	
Relationships	require	commitment	to	flourish.	
	
Church	membership	is	the	commitment	we	make	to	one	another	within	our	church.	 
 
 
The	Commitments	 
!
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First Southern Baptist Church Covenant  8!
Numbered Edition 9!

 W!
 [ !
Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our \ !
Lord and Savior and, on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the : !
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God and this a!
assembly most solemnly and joyfully renew our covenant with one another as one body in ^!
Christ.  6!
 8Z!
We promise, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit to walk together in Christian love; to strive 88!
for the advancement of this church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to give it sacred 89!
preeminence over all institutions of human origin; to promote its prosperity and spirituality; to 8W!
attend its gatherings; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines; to contribute 8[ !
cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the relief of 8\ !
the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations.  8: !
 8a!
We also promise to meditate on Scripture personally and with the family; to religiously educate 8^!
our  children; to love our neighbors; to seek the salvation of our family and friends; to walk 86!
carefully in the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our promises, and exemplary in our 9Z!
conduct; to avoid all gossip, slander, and sinful anger; to use our influence to combat the abuse 98!
of drugs and alcohol and the spread of pornography and every other practice which leads to 99!
moral and spiritual decay; to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior.  9W!
 9[ !
We further promise to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember one another in 9\ !
prayer; to rejoice at each otherÕs happiness; to aid one another in sickness and distress; to 9: !
cultivate Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy in speech; to restore one another 9a!
through discipline; to be slow to take offense, but always ready to reconcile immediately in 9^!
obedience to Jesus, the head of our church.  96!
 WZ!
We likewise promise that, when we move from this church, we will as soon as possible, unite W8!
with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of W9!
GodÕs Word.  WW!
 W[!
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be W\!
with all of us. Amen. W:!
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Church	Covenant	Bible	References	
!
I.	Church	defined		
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II.	Duties	to	the	church	
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III.	Duties	of	Personal	Living	
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IV.	Duties	to	Fellow	Members	
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7 Things Your Church Needs From You 
by Tim Challies (challies.com) 
 
Not too long ago I had the opportunity to speak to a gathering of young adults from several churches 
across our city. I chose to speak about how any Christian (not only young adults) can make a church 
better and stronger. Here are some of the things I came up with: 7 things your church needs from you. 
 
Your church needs you to… 
 
…Be Humble 
There is no character quality more important than humility. While humility does not come naturally to 
any of us, it can be learned, because here’s the thing: Humility isn’t a feeling or an attitude—it’s action. If 
you want to learn humility, you need to act humble. Here are 3 quick tips on becoming humble: 

• Find mature Christians who exemplify humility and spend time around them. Learn from them 
and learn to be like them. 

• Volunteer for the lowliest of tasks. Don’t ask to be in the public eye when you serve, but be 
content to stay in the back. Find joy in doing the lowliest jobs and do them when and where only 
Jesus will see. 

• Get to know Jesus. It was Jesus who said, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted.” (Matthew 23:12). And it was Jesus who humbled himself the 
deepest and was exalted the highest. 
 

…Prioritize Church 
Every church has people who make the public gatherings of the church a low priority. These are the 
people who only come to church when it is convenient and who use any excuse to miss a day or miss a 
service. Every church desperately needs people who will make the public gatherings a top priority. Today 
is the day to begin elevating the importance of church in your life. 
 
Let me give you two reasons: 

• First, you need your church. God made you part of your church for your good. You cannot do life 
on your own. You aren’t strong enough, you aren’t wise enough, you aren’t mature enough, you 
aren’t godly enough. Without the beautifully ordinary means of grace you encounter in the 
church, you won’t make it. Without the support of your brothers and sisters, you won’t make it. 

• Second, your church needs you. God made you part of your church for the good of others. 1 Peter 
4 says, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace.” God has gifted you to be part of your church, and those gifts are to be used for the good of 
other people. So prioritize church as an expression of generosity toward others. 
 

…Consider Giving God a Day 
Why don’t you considering setting aside an entire day of the week and dedicating it to the Lord in a 
special way? We believe that the Old Testament law has been fulfilled in Christ, though there is some 
disagreement among Christians about the implications. But even if you believe that the Sabbath 
command is no longer binding on us, there is still value in learning from it. 
It completely changes Sunday when you give the entire day to the Lord and his people. Now you’re not 
having to decide whether to take that class or join that club that meets Sunday afternoon.  
 
You’re not skipping church during exam time because you’ve got studying to do. You’re not leaving early 
to get home before the football game starts. Instead, you’re leaving behind all the cares of life, and even 
many of the joys of life, and dedicating an entire day to worship, to fellowship, and to serving others. 
 
…Live Like a Christian All Week Long 
It is easy enough to be a Christian at church, but then you get home. But then you go to work. But then 
you go to school. And then you’re surrounded by people acting ungodly, and even worse, you’re left along 
with your own thoughts and your own desires. Yet your church needs you to live like a Christian all 
week long. 
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Each of us faces different challenges and different temptations. But one key to living like a Christian all 
week long is spending time in Word and prayer every day. Make this a priority no matter how busy you 
are and no matter how crazy life seems. Make this something you do no matter how badly you’ve sinned 
and how little you feel like doing it. Pray day-by-day not only for yourself, but for your church. Take that 
membership directly and pray through it from A to Z, and then start over. Make your devotional life 
something you do not just for the good of yourself, but for the good of others. 
 
…Get to Know People Not Like You 
Churches are involuntary communities—we don’t get to pick who comes to them, God does. So what we 
have to do is learn to live with these people and learn to love these people, even when they are very 
different from us. “For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the 
same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” If 
your church is divided so that all the young adults hang out together and all the older folk hang out 
together, or if all the people with accents hang out together and all the people without accents hang out 
together, that makes a statement about the gospel—that the gospel is not big enough and powerful 
enough to really make people love one another even though they are different. 
 
So commit to get to know people not like you. There is no reason you shouldn’t be able to say that some 
of your best and closest relationships are with people who are very different from you. 
 
…Learn Generosity 
Few things reveal the heart better than money. Money has an amazing way of displaying what you really 
believe and what you really value. No matter who and what stage of life you are at, there is no better time 
than now to learn to be generous with your money. Here’s what the Bible says: “Each one must give as he 
has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” You must 
give, and you must learn to do it cheerfully. 
 
Here are just 2 quick tips: 
 

• Remember that it’s not your money. The money belongs to God—he just gives it to you to manage 
it. And he means for you to manage it well and to his glory. 

• Give to the Lord first. I know people who say they can’t give to the church, and yet they’ve got a 
new cell phone and are carrying a cup of Starbucks into church every week. That doesn’t 
compute. Learn to give the first and best of your money to the Lord. The harder that seems, the 
more you need to do it. 
 

…Be a Great Church Member 
Make yourself invaluable to your church, and do this by serving other people. I love reading about 
Dorcas, the woman Peter raised from the dead who was described as being “full of good works and acts 
of charity” (see Acts 9). “When Peter arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood 
beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them.” 
Dorcas was a great church member. She loved people so much, and did so much good to them, that the 
whole community mourned when she died. 
 
Would that be you? Would the people of your church weep as they remember you for all the good you did 
to others? Find the place you can serve your church, and serve there without fail, without excuse, 
without requiring praise and accolades. Do it for the good of others and the glory of God.!
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Simplify	Family	Worship		
!FK!A#$!Q.&4$(K!
 

A man who is like a spiritual father to me began what he called a "family altar" with his wife before they 
were married, and has faithfully continued the practice through the arrival of children and grandchildren 
for more than fifty years. Sadly, it seems that few men among even the best evangelical churches today 
could speak of daily family worship in their home. In the minds of some, active church involvement 
eliminates the need for family worship. For others, Bible reading, prayer, and singing praises to God 
together as a family have been crowded out by the television, the Internet, and a non- stop schedule that 
makes even meals together a rarity.  
 

But the father (and in his absence, the mother) of the family has the responsibility from God to provide 
spiritual leadership for his household. As He did with Abraham, the Lord wants every father to 
"command his children and his household after him, that they keep the way of the Lord" (Genesis 
18:19). Each one should raise his children "in the training and admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4). 
Every husband should love his wife as Christ loves His brideÑ the churchÑ and follow Christ's example 
of washing his wife with "the washing of water by the word" of God (Ephesians 5:26).  
 

While it isn't the only way, the simplest method of applying all these texts in a steady, practical way is 
through daily family worship. This is how generations of Christians have understood them. For instance, 
both Baptists and Presbyterians in the 1600s saw this biblical teaching, and incorporated identical 
language about the expectation of family worship into the most influential confessional statements in 
their respective histories. To this day, many churches still maintain (at least officially) that, "God is to be 
worshipped everywhere in spirit and truth; as in private families daily."1  
 

Somehow, though, many men have gotten the idea that family worship is complicated, or that it requires 
time-consuming preparation. But it need not require any more preparation than your personal worship of 
God. And the entire experience can be reduced to three simple elements: read, pray, sing.  
 

Read. The centerpiece of family worship is the Bible. Read a passage of appropriate length for your 
family, making any impromptu comments that come to mind. Those with younger children should 
emphasize the narrative portions of Scripture, and possibly the Proverbs. Eventually, most seem to work 
up to about a chapter a day, reading consecutively through a particular book of the Bible. I recommend 
that you ask a few questions to determine comprehension, or just ask the children to repeat what they 
remember.  
 

Pray. Let the words of the passage you read suggest matter for prayer. The husband/father should pray, 
and perhaps one or all the rest of the family members. Most days this will be brief.  
 

Sing. Use a hymnal and sing a cappella, or sing along to a recording, or let a family musician lead the 
way. Sing as little as one verse, or for as long as the family enjoys it.  
 

Any order of "read, pray, sing" is fine. It doesn't have to be long to be effective. Be patient with the 
interest and attention span of the younger ones. Remember that you're not only fulfilling a responsibility 
to God by leading family worship, you're also introducing your children to Him. In these moments 
together, your children can see your love for God and for His Word, and some of the most teachable 
moments of their childhood will occur. So start family worship in your home today. It doesn't matter when 
you have worship. For some, early morning is best. For others, it's mealtime, and for still others, it's 
bedtime. Just start. Whether you've been married fifty years or newly engaged, just start. Keep it simple, 
and keep it up. 	
_______________		
1London	Confession	of	Faith	(Baptist)	22.6;	Westminster	Confession	of	Faith	(Presbyterian)	21.6.		
 

From	Donald	S.	Whitney,	Simplify	Your	Spiritual	Life	(Colorado	Springs,	Colo.:	NavPress,	2003). 
Copyright	©	2003,	Donald	S.	Whitney.	All	rights	reserved.	
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In	the	Old	Testament,	God	commanded	his	people	to	pay	ten	percent	of	their	income	to	support	the	Levites—	
the	religious	teachers	of	the	day.	And	there	was	not	just	one	tithe	but	three,	averaging	roughly	23%	of	their	
annual	income—in	addition	to	the	temple	tax	and	voluntary	offerings.	Today,	we	have	received	so	much	more	
blessing	in	Christ	than	those	Old	Testament	saints	could	ever	have	imagined.	Giving	for	the	Christian	is	a	
wonderful	opportunity	to	take	the	temporal	money	that	God	has	given	us	and	invest	it	in	returns	that	are	eternal.	
It	is	an	opportunity	to	loose	the	chains	that	money	can	wrap	around	our	hearts	by	making	it	clear	that	God	is	
sufficient,	and	though	he	may	use	my	money,	I	don’t	ultimately	need	it.	But	to	really	understand	how	much	we	
should	give,	we	need	to	carefully	examine	what	the	Scriptures	say	about	giving.		
 
Giving	in	the	New	Testament		
 
Many	Christians	assume	that	their	responsibility	starts	and	ends	with	a	gift	of	10%	to	a	favorite	charity—though	
few	do	even	this.	But	this	is	far	from	an	accurate	picture	of	Biblical	giving.	10%	of	our	income	may	well	be	a	good	
starting	point.	After	all,	Abraham	tithed	to	the	high	priest	Melchizedek	hundreds	of	years	before	the	tithe	was	
required	the	law	that	was	eventually	fulfilled	in	Christ.	And	Jesus	nowhere	tells	us	$#4!to	tithe.	But	it’s	notable	
that	in	all	the	instructions	to	the	churches	in	the	New	Testament,	the	tithe	is	absent.	Instead,	we	see	Paul	
instructing	each	Christian	to	give	“in	keeping	with	his	income”	(1	Cor.	16:2,	NIV)—in	other	words,	give	as	much	as	
he	is	able.	And	he	writes	to	the	churches	in	Galatia,	“Let	the	one	who	is	taught	the	word	share	all	good	things	
with	the	one	who	teaches.”	(Gal.	6:6).	<CC!good	things—not	just	10%	of	what	God	has	given	us.		
 
And	yet	it’s	clear	that	there	1)(!a	few	things	we	do	with	our	money	that	are	more	important	than	giving	to	the	
church.	If	one	were	to	give	so	much	that	he	was	unable	to	provide	for	his	family’s	basic	needs,	the	apostle	Paul	
would	say	“he	has	denied	the	faith	and	is	worse	than	an	unbeliever.”	(1	Tim.	5:8)		
 
Ultimately,	money	is	but	one	of	many	stewardships	God	has	given	to	us.	So	along	with	our	time	and	our	abilities	
and	our	relationships,	we	should	take	our	money	and	make	“the	best	use	of	the	time”	(Eph.	5:16)	for	the	glory	of	
God.	Start	at	giving	10%	of	your	income	(or	less	if	Biblical	constraints	such	as	1	Tim.	5:16	so	require)	and	see	
every	dollar	as	an	opportunity	to	bring	glory	to	God.	Would	your	next	dollar	better	serve	God	if	given	to	the	
church,	or	used	to	hire	a	babysitter	so	you	can	disciple	a	younger	Christian?	Would	your	next	dollar	better	serve	
God	if	given	to	the	church	or	used	to	take	your	family	on	vacation	to	enjoy	God’s	good	gift	of	creation	(1	Tim.	
6:17)	and	build	into	those	relationships	(Eph.	6:4).	These	are	the	kind	of	questions	you’ll	need	to	answer	as	you	
determine	how	much	to	give.	If	you	have	no	income,	your	goal	should	be	to	give	of	what	you	'#! have	(money,	
time,	relationships,	etc.)	so	that	the	first	day	you	have	an	income	it	is	second-nature	to	give	some	of	it	as	well.		
 
E#,(!0)124&21C!"#$%&'()14&#$%! 
1. N&L(!4#!K#@)!C#21C!2.@)2.!>&)%4.	A	good	application	of	Galatians	6:6	(cited	above)	is	that	since	your	local	

church	is	your	primary	source	of	teaching,	it	should	be	the	primary	recipient	of	your	giving.		
2. N&L(!)(*@C1)CK!1$'!'(C&-()14(CK.	Paul	told	the	Corinthians	to	set	aside	money	on	the	first	day	of	every	week	

(1	Cor.	16:2).	Giving	to	the	church	should	not	be	a	spontaneous	decision.	Instead	(ideally	with	your	budget	in	
hand),	carefully	consider	how	much	giving	will	enable	the	best	use	of	your	money.		

3. N&L(!%12)&>&2&1CCK!1$'!2.(()>@CCK.	God	loves	a	cheerful	giver	(2	Cor.	9:7)	and	he	calls	all	of	us	to	take	up	our	
cross	and	follow	him	(Luke	9:23).	So	use	your	giving	to	make	possible	a	life	lived	in	sacrificial	obedience,	
knowing	that	whatever	you	give	up	pales	in	comparison	to	what	you	are	receiving	in	Christ.		

4. E((3!G&%(!2#@$%(C.	We	should	not	give	to	impress	others	(Matt.	6:2).	And	yet	we	are	foolish	to	make	
decisions	about	money	alone	(Prov.	15:22,	1	Tim.	6:10).	Be	transparent	with	at	least	someone	at	your	church	
about	your	whole	life—including	how	much	and	where	you	give.		

	 

!
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Do	the	words	“church	discipline”	seem	like	they	don’t	belong	together,	like	“painful	friendship”	or	“conditional	
grace”?	In	fact,	church	discipline	builds	healthy	churches	and	vibrant	gospel	witnesses.	 
!
Q.14!I%!".@)2.!A&%2&/C&$(Y! 
Broadly,	church	discipline	is	one	part	of	the	discipleship	process.	As	in	many	areas	of	life,	Christian	discipleship	
involves	both	instruction	and	discipline,	just	like	soccer	practice	or	math	class.	 
	
Narrowly,	church	discipline	is	correcting	sin.	It	begins	with	private	warnings.	It	ends,	when	necessary,	with	
removing	someone	from	church	membership	and	participation	in	the	Lord’s	Table.	The	person	will	generally	be	
free	to	attend	public	gatherings,	but	he	or	she	is	no	longer	a	member.	The	church	will	no	longer	publicly	affirm	
the	person’s	profession	of	faith.	 
	
A	number	of	sins	might	call	for	loving	warnings	in	private.	But	formal	public	discipline	typically	occurs	only	in	
cases	of	sin	that	meet	three	further	criteria.	A	sin	must	be	outward—it	can	seen	or	heard	(unlike,	say,	pride).	It	
must	be	serious—serious	enough	to	discredit	the	person’s	verbal	profession	to	be	following	Jesus.	And	it	must	be	
unrepentant—the	person	has	typically	been	confronted	but	refuses	to	let	go	of	the	sin.	 
!
I%!A&%2&/C&$(!F&-C&21CY! 
Church	discipline	first	shows	up	in	Matthew	18,	where	Jesus	says	concerning	the	person	in	unrepentant	sin,	“If	he	
refuses	to	listen	to	them,	tell	it	to	the	church.	And	if	he	refuses	to	listen	even	to	the	church,	let	him	be	to	you	as	a	
Gentile	and	a	tax	collector”	(v.	17).	That	is,	treat	him	as	outside	the	covenant	community.	The	person	has	proven	
uncorrectable.	His	life	does	not	match	his	Christian	profession.	 
	
Another	well-known	passage	on	discipline,	1	Corinthians	5,	helps	us	see	the	purpose	of	discipline.	First,	discipline	
exposes.	Sin,	like	cancer,	loves	to	hide.	Discipline	exposes	the	cancer	so	that	it	might	be	cut	out	(see	1	Cor.	5:2).	
Second,	discipline	warns.	A	church	does	not	enact	God’s	judgment	through	discipline.	Rather,	it	stages	a	small	
play	that	pictures	the	great	judgment	to	come	(v.	5).	Third,	discipline	saves.	Churches	pursue	it	when	they	see	a	
member	taking	the	path	toward	death,	and	none	of	their	arm-waving	causes	him	or	her	to	stop.	It’s	the	device	of	
last	resort	(v.	5).	Fourth,	discipline	protects.	Just	as	cancer	spreads	from	cell	to	another,	so	sin	quickly	spreads	
from	one	person	to	another	(v.	6).	Fifth,	discipline	preserves	the	church’s	witness.	Strange	to	say,	it	serves	non-	
Christians	because	it	keeps	churches	distinct	and	attractive	(see	v.	1).	After	all,	churches	are	to	be	salt	and	light.	
“But	if	salt	has	lost	its	taste...”	Jesus	said,	“It	is	no	longer	good	for	anything	except	to	be	thrown	out	and	trampled	
under	people's	feet”	(Matt.	5:13).	 
!
I%!A&%2&/C&$(!_(1CCK!S#L&$*Y! 
Church	discipline	at	its	core	is	about	love.	The	Lord	disciplines	those	he	loves	(Heb.	12:6).	The	same	is	true	for	us.	 
	
The	problem	is,	many	people	today	have	a	sentimentalized	view	of	love:	love	as	being	made	to	feel	special.	Or	a	
romanticized	view	of	love:	love	as	being	allowed	to	express	yourself	without	correction.	Or	a	consumeristic	view:	
love	as	finding	the	perfect	fit.	In	the	popular	mind,	love	has	little	to	do	with	truth	and	holiness	and	authority.	 
	
But	that’s	not	love	in	the	Bible.	Love	in	the	Bible	is	holy.	It	makes	demands.	It	yields	obedience.	It	doesn’t	delight	
in	evil	but	rejoices	in	the	truth	(1	Cor.	13:6).	Jesus	tells	us	that	if	we	keep	his	commandments,	we	will	abide	in	his	
love	(John	15:10).	And	John	says	that	if	we	keep	God’s	word,	God’s	love	will	be	perfected	in	us	(1	John	2:5).	How	
do	church	members	help	one	another	abide	in	Christ’s	love	and	show	the	world	what	God’s	love	is	like?	Through	 
helping	one	another	obey	and	keep	his	word.	Through	instruction	and	discipline.	 
!
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Class	#3:	Why	Join	a	Church? 

Study	Guide 
!
Background	
!
!
The	Purpose	of	the	Church	in	the	Book	of	Ephesians	 
	

Context	 
• Chapter	1:	beautiful	description	of	our	salvation.	 
• Chapter	2,	part	1:	how	we’re	saved	(Ephesians	2:4)	 
• Chapter	2,	part	2	through	chapter	3:	primary	implication	of	our	salvation	(Ephesians	3:6)	 

	
Why	did	God	do	all	this?	 

lHHH%#!4.14!4.)#@*.!4.(!2.@)2.!4.(!,1$&>#C'!G&%'#,!#>!N#'!,&*.4!$#G!-(!,1'(!3$#G$!4#!4.(!
)@C()%!1$'!1@4.#)&4&(%!&$!4.(!.(1L($CK!/C12(%H!O.&%!G1%!122#)'&$*!4#!4.(!(4()$1C!/@)/#%(!4.14!
.(!.1%!)(1C&i('!&$!".)&%4!X(%@%!#@)!S#)'Hm!–	Ephesians	3:10-11	 
l<!$(G!2#,,1$',($4!I!*&L(!4#!K#@B!4.14!K#@!C#L(!#$(!1$#4.()U!g@%4!1%!I!.1L(!C#L('!K#@B!K#@!
1C%#!1)(!4#!C#L(!#$(!1$#4.()H!FK!4.&%!1CC!/(#/C(!G&CC!3$#G!4.14!K#@!1)(!,K!'&%2&/C(%B!&>!K#@!
.1L(!C#L(!>#)!#$(!1$#4.()Hm!–	John	13:34-35	 

!
A	Biblical	Case	for	Church	Membership	 
	
How	does	the	Bible	call	Christians	to	relate	within	the	local	church?	 
!
Love	One	Another	 

• 1	Peter	2:17	“Love	the	brotherhood.”	 
• Galatians	6:10	“So	then,	as	we	have	opportunity,	let	us	do	good	to	everyone,	and	especially	to	

those	who	are	of	the	household	of	faith.”	 
• Romans	15:1	“We	who	are	strong	have	an	obligation	to	bear	with	the	failings	of	the	weak,	and	

not	to	please	ourselves.”	 
• Romans	12:13,	15-16	“Contribute	to	the	needs	of	the	saints	and	seek	to	show	hospitality	.	.	.	

Rejoice	with	those	who	rejoice,	weep	with	those	who	weep.	Live	in	harmony	with	one	another.”	 
!
Encourage	One	Another	 

• 1	Thessalonians	5:11	“encourage	one	another	and	build	one	another	up”	 
• Hebrews	10:24-25	“consider	how	to	stir	up	one	another	to	love	and	good	works,	not	neglecting	

to	meet	together,	as	is	the	habit	of	some,	but	encouraging	one	another,	and	all	the	more	as	you	
see	the	Day	drawing	near.”	 

!
Guard	One	Another	 

• Hebrews	12:15-16	“See	to	it	that	no	one	fails	to	obtain	the	grace	of	God;	that	no	“root	of	
bitterness”	springs	up	and	causes	trouble,	and	by	it	many	become	defiled;	that	no	one	is	sexually	
immoral	or	unholy.	.	.”	 

• 1	Corinthians	5:1-5	“It	is	actually	reported	that	there	is	sexual	immorality	among	you,	and	of	a	
kind	that	is	not	tolerated	even	among	pagans,	for	a	man	has	his	father's	wife.	And	you	are	
arrogant!	Ought	you	not	rather	to	mourn?	Let	him	who	has	done	this	be	removed	from	among	
you.	For	though	absent	in	body,	I	am	present	in	spirit;	and	as	if	present,	I	have	already	
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pronounced	judgment	on	the	one	who	did	such	a	thing.	When	you	are	assembled	in	the	name	of	
the	Lord	Jesus	and	my	spirit	is	present,	with	the	power	of	our	Lord	Jesus,	you	are	to	deliver	this	
man	to	Satan	for	the	destruction	of	the	flesh,	so	that	his	spirit	may	be	saved	in	the	day	of	the	
Lord.”	 

!
Obey	Your	Leaders	 

• Hebrews	13:17	“Obey	your	leaders	and	submit	to	them,	for	they	are	keeping	watch	over	your	
souls,	as	those	who	will	have	to	give	an	account.	Let	them	do	this	with	joy	and	not	with	
groaning,	for	that	would	be	of	no	advantage	to	you.”	 

• Implications	for	church	members	 
• Implications	for	church	leaders	 

!
Putting	it	All	Together	 
 
Putting	these	commands	into	practice	requires	three	characteristics	of	our	relationships	in	a	local	
church:	 

1. Relationships	that	are	2#,,&44(' .		
2. Relationships	with	a	'(>&$('!*)#@/! of	people.		
3. Relationships	that	give	permission	to	speak	hard	words	into	your	life.		

!

!
 
	
Breadth	and	Depth	of	Commitment	 
 

• A(/4.! (meaningful	membership)	 
	
 

• F)(1'4.! (loving	those	who	are	different	from	you)	 
!
!
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!  1 Corinthians 5:1-5 “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that 

is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you 

not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. For though absent in 

body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did 

such a thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the 

power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his 

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.” 

 

Obey Your Leaders 

!  Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as 

those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would 

be of no advantage to you.” 

!  Implications for church members 

!  Implications for church leaders 

 

Putting it All Together 

 

Putting these commands into practice requires three characteristics of our relationships in a local church: 

1. Relationships that are committed. 

2. Relationships with a defined group of people. 

3. Relationships that give permission to speak hard words into your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breadth and Depth of Commitment 

!  Depth (meaningful membership) 

 

!  Breadth (loving those who are different from you) 

Elders 

You Congregation 
Love / Encourage 

Accountability 
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6 Reasons to formally commit to a church (as a member) 
by PJ Tibayan 
 
Category 1: Edification 
1. You need to edify others who are committed to the church body 
 
Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 (ESV)– But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift… 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part 
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 
Paul tells the Christians in Ephesus that they are to be equipped by the apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
shepherds, and teachers to build up the body of Christ. They are to speak the truth to each other in love 
and grow the body. When they do this, they build the unity of faith, keep each other from satanic false 
teachings, and strengthen the church as a whole, including the strengthening of the individual parts. You 
must speak the truth in love to others and build up the body of Christ. 
 
1 Cor. 12:4-7, 12-14 (ESV) – 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 
varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good… 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one 
member but of many. 
 
Paul tells the Christians at Corinth (and by extension, Christians today) that we have spiritual gifts for the 
common good of the whole body (all the members of the body of Christ in a locale). So the spiritual gifts 
are for the good of the local church to which one is committed. You must use your gifts given to you by 
the Spirit for the common good of the body of Christ. 
 
Heb. 10:19-20, 24-31 (ESV) – 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,… 24 And let us consider 
how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 26 For if we go on 
sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 
 
Because of Christ’s death, Christians are to stir up each other to love and good works. This means they 
must meet together. If there is no meeting together there is very little possibility of stirring up in that 
culture, and even with increased technology, the same is true today. We are humans and part of our 
humanity is our body, and we lose something when we try to stir up each other away from each others’ 
presence. The need to stir each other to love and good works is because if we don’t we go on sinning, and 
if we go on in sin then we will find out that we were never really Christian. You need to stir others to love 
and good works. You need to meet with them to do that. 
 
Hebrews 3:12-14 (ESV) – 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
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leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in 
Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 
 
So here, the God tells Christians to exhort each other every day lest we be hardened by sin and fail to 
hold our original confidence firm to the end. No Christian can see himself perfectly and so he will miss 
sin in his life that he needs to deal with. Who’s going to see it and tell him about it? You are. You need to 
exhort others everyday in their walk with Christ and their need to fight sin. 
 
To summarize, you as a Christian need to be speaking the truth to others, using your spiritual gifts for the 
common good, stirring others to good works, meeting together, and exhorting one another away from sin. 
One way to say this is that you must edify/build up other Christians. This happens by necessity in local 
churches (as the next two categories will make clear). But before that, reason number two. 
 
2. You need to be edified by others who are committed to the church body 
This second reason to join the church is the flipside of the first reason. Not only do you need to edify 
others, you need to be edified by others. You need others to speak the truth to you. You need others to 
use their spiritual gifts for your good because they are gifted where you are not. You need others to stir 
you to good works and love because sometimes we lose passion. You need others to meet with you to stir 
you up. You need exhortations from others regarding sin in your life because you have blind spots and 
cannot see all of your own sin. In short, you need others to serve and edify you if you are to grow the way 
Christ wants you to grow. 
 
Category: Accountability 
 
3. You need to lovingly hold others accountable 
Matt. 18:15-17 (ESV) – 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 
If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
 
Here Christ tells you how to love and help your brother/sister who is in sin. You must tell him his fault in 
private. If he fails to listen, then you must tell another brother/sister to go with you as you confront the 
sinning brother/sister again. If he/she still refuses, tell it to the church. Then the church will seek to 
restore the sinning brother/sister. If he/she refuses to listen to the church in their pursuit and love, then, to 
the church, the unrepentant sinner must be treated like an unbeliever. You must lovingly and radically 
hold other Christians accountable. 
 
1 Cor. 5:1-2 (ESV) – 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind 
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought 
you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 
 
When someone is unrepentant and sinning, he must be “removed from among you” so that unbelievers 
don’t misunderstand what a Christian is and who Jesus Christ is and what the gospel is. You also don’t 
want that unrepentant sinner comfortable in his “Christianity” as if he is ok with God when he is not. 
Therefore you must lovingly hold others accountable and remove the unrepentant sinners from among 
you. 
 
To summarize, you as a Christian must hold Christians accountable for sin and call them to repentance in 
love. If they refuse, then you must confront them to the point of removing them from the church and 
treating them like an unbeliever. How can you do this unless you are in a group that has drawn a line of 
who are believers and who are not? That is what the local church does, and so you should formally 
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commit to one to hold others accountable the way Jesus Christ wants you to. 
 
4. You need to be lovingly held accountable by others 
 
This is simply the other side of the coin again. Not only do you need to hold others accountable and seek 
to restore them from their sin, you need someone to hold you accountable and restore you when you are 
in sin. You need others, and you need the church as a whole, if necessary, to plead with you and pray for 
you to not remain unrepentant in sin. You need others, in a church, to be able to remove you from among 
them if you are deluded by sin, in hopes that them removing you would awaken you to the sin and 
delusion to which you were given. I am not strong enough and knowledgeable enough on my own to 
keep from sin. God didn’t design humans to be alone. You need to be lovingly held accountable by 
others. 
 
Category 3: Leadership 
 
5. You need to obey your leaders 
 
1 Tim. 3:1-2 (ESV) – 1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a 
noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach… 
 
Gospel communities were to have an office in the community, and it is called in this passage overseer. 
You can’t have an overseer if you are not formally committed to a church. There should be a mutual 
understanding between you as a Christian and an overseer in a church that he is overseeing you and you 
are being overseen by him/them. 
 
Titus 1:5-6 (ESV) – 5 This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and 
appoint elders in every town as I directed you— 6 if anyone is above reproach… 
 
Gospel communities were to have elders in their communities. I’d argue, as many have already, that the 
position of elder is synonymous with the office of overseer. Just looking at Titus 1:5ff in comparison 
with 1 Timothy 3:1ff shows the similarity of qualifications with the main difference in title (overseer vs. 
elder). The point here is that if you are a Christian you should have an elder or elders who are your 
servant-leaders. 
 
Heb. 13:7, 17 (ESV) – 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith… 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 
are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy 
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 
 
Three commands to the Christian in verse 7, two in verse 17. Remember your leaders. Consider your 
leaders’ lives. Imitate your leaders’ faith. Obey and submit to your leaders. Let the leaders watch over 
you with joy. You cannot do this unless you are in committed to a local church where there is mutual 
understanding between you and the church leaders that (1) they are leading you and (2) you are 
submitting to them. But if you have established this mutual understanding, you’ve formally committed to 
a church. 
 
6. You need to encourage your leaders 
 
The other side of obeying your leaders is you encouraging your leaders (“let them [watch over you] with 
joy”). If you obey and submit to them, you are an encouragement to them and you let them serve and lead 
you with joy. You must encourage the local church leaders to lead you with joy. 
!
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Class	#4:	What	is	the	History	of	the	Church? 

Study	Guide!
!

Background	
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The	Early	Church	 

• Two	great	struggles:	doctrinal	error,	persecution.	 
• Constantine	(became	emperor	or	Rome	in	311).	 

• Edict	of	Milan	(313)	made	Christianity	the	official	religion	of	the	Roman	Empire.	 
• The	Great	Schism	(1054):	East	breaks	with	West.	 

!
The	Reformation	 

• Luther	(born	1483). 
o Long	struggle	with	how	he	could	be	accepted	by	God. 
o Romans	1:17. 
o Proposes	to	debate	teaching	by	the	church	that	was	contrary	to	Scripture.	#!Tried	before	

the	Diet	of	Worms	(1521)	and	convicted	of	heresy.	 
• Other	Reformers	all	over	Europe	(Zwingli,	Calvin,	Bucer,	Cranmer,	and	more).	 

 
Baptists	 

• Early	Protestants	composed	of	three	groups:	 
o Lutherans,	Anabaptists.	 
o Reformed	churches	(where	Baptists	come	from).	 

• Late	17th	century	and	early	18th	century:	nearly	all	Baptists	share	a	Reformed	understanding	of	
the	faith.	 

• 18th	century:	Baptist	churches	grow	quickly	in	America.	 

• Late	19th	century:	rise	of	theological	liberalism. 
• Almost	every	Protestant	denomination	splits. 
• Fundamentalist	response:	to	withdraw. 
• Neo-evangelical	response:	to	engage	culture	while	defending	the	Bible.	 

 
First	Southern	Baptist	Church	 

• First	Southern	Baptist	Church	of	Long	Beach	released	several	members	on	3/9/1949.	 
• 3/13/1949:	church	formally	organizes	as	Bethany	Baptist	Church	with	15	members. 
• 1950’s:	Planted	Bellwood	Baptist	Church	and	another	church. 
• 1968:	Had	950	members	with	569	resident	members.	This	was	the	peak	of	membership. 
• Previous	pastors:	Dale	Huffman,	Tatom,	Sam	Jones,	Bo	Martin,	Bruce	Wade. 
• 2014:	PJ	Tibayan	becomes	our	most	recent	pastor.	 
• Focused	on	revitalizing	this	church	and	then	helping	churches	plant	and	revitalize	in	our	

association. 
!
!
!
!
!
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Church History Timeline 
An Overview of CHBC’s Theological Heritage

• Jesus founds the church (Matthew 16, 18) 
• Jesus commissions the church (Matthew 28) 

Early Church 

West                                  East 

Protestant          Roman 
                              Catholic 

Reformed 
Churches 

 

Baptists 
 

Non-Baptists 
(Anglican, 

Presbyterian,  
Congregational) 

Inerrantists            Modernists 

Fundamentalists 
 

Neo-Evangelicals 
 

Capitol Hill Baptist Church 
(Founded 1878) 

 

Key Events 

313 Edict of Milan 

1054 Great Schism 

 

1521 Diet of Worms 
1545-1563 Council of Trent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1609 First Baptists emerge 

1638 First Baptist church in 
          America 

 

Early 20th Century: Biblical 
   inerrancy controversy 

This split occurred in 
almost every major 
Protestant denomination 
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Class	#5:	The	Great	Commission 

Study	Guide 
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!
Personal	Evangelism		
 

• Personal	evangelism	is	relational	in	nature.	 
 

• But	the	church	should	also	be	involved.	 

o By	making	the	gospel	clear	during	our	services. 

o By	equipping	you	to	share	the	gospel. 

o By	bearing	witness	to	the	gospel	through	our	love	for	each	other.	 

 
Global	Evangelism	/	International	Missions		
	

• Sending 

o At	least	10%	of	our	budget	goes	to	international	missions	(half	through	the	IMB).	 

o Other	things	we	do	to	support	missionaries.	 

• • Going 

o Short	term:	childcare	trips,	Scripture	distribution	trips.	 

o Long-term:	missionaries	are	%($4!by	local	churches.	 

	

Caring	For	Other	Churches	 

• Training	pastors	through	our	internship	program.	 

• Los	Angeles	Southern	Baptist	Association 

• The	Gospel	Coalition	Los	Angeles	Regional	Chapter	 

• Our	partnership	with	the	Southern	Baptist	Convention	(SBC).	 

o What	does	it	mean	to	be	Southern	Baptist? 

o Where	did	the	SBC	come	from?	 

!
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The	entities	of	the	SBC:	 
• International	Mission	Board	(Richmond,	VA)	–	The	IMB	sends	missionaries	overseas.	 
• Seminaries	–	These	institutions	provide	pastoral	and	theological	training	for	Southern	Baptist	

churches.	 
o Golden	Gate	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	(Ontario,	CA) 
o Midwestern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	(Kansas	City,	MO)	 
o New	Orleans	Baptist	Theological	Seminar	(New	Orleans,	LA)	 
o Southeastern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	(Wake	Forest,	NC)	 
o The	Southern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	(Louisville,	KY) 
o Southwestern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	(Fort	Worth,	TX)	 

• North	American	Mission	Board	(Alpharetta,	GA)–NAMB	assists	church	planting	domestically.	 
• Ethics	and	Religious	Liberty	Commission	(Nashville,	TN)–The	ERLC	is	the	public	policy	arm	of	the	SBC.	 
• LifeWay	Christian	Resources	(Nashville,	TN)–Publishes	Christian	resources	for	individuals	and	

churches.	 
• Guidestone	Financial	Resources	(Dallas,	TX)–Provides	financial	services	to	pastors	and	churches.	 
• Southern	Baptist	Convention	Executive	Committee	(Nashville,	TN)–Coordinates	SBC	activities.	 
!

Frequently	Asked	Questions!(taken	from	www.sbc.net):	 
!

What	is	the	Southern	Baptist	Convention?	 
The	SBC	is	a	parachurch	organization	created	by	Baptist	churches	to	coordinate	and	support	international	
missions	and	pastoral	training.	The	term	"Southern	Baptist	Convention"	refers	to	both	the	denomination	
and	its	annual	meeting.	 
!

How	does	a	church	affiliate	with	the	SBC?	 
In	order	for	a	church	to	affiliate	with	the	SBC,	it	must	"be	in	friendly	cooperation	with	the	Convention	and	
sympathetic	with	its	purposes	and	work,	and	be	"a	bona	fide	contributor	to	the	Convention's	work	during	
the	fiscal	year	preceding"	(Article	III,	Southern	Baptist	Convention	Constitution).	 
!

What	is	the	Cooperative	Program?	 
The	Cooperative	Program	is	the	unified	method	of	supporting	SBC	mission	causes.	It	coordinates	the	giving	
of	individuals,	churches,	and	state	conventions	to	the	SBC,	and	the	distribution	of	that	money	to	the	various	
entities	of	the	convention.	 
!

What	is	the	SBC’s	stance	on	the	autonomy	of	the	local	church?	 
We	recognize	that	in	the	New	Testament	there	was	no	centralized	ecclesiastical	authority	over	the	churches	
that	forced	the	churches	into	any	form	of	compliance.	There	was	encouragement,	exhortation,	and	
admonition,	but	there	was	never	enforcement.	We	strongly	adhere	to	that	principle.	Jesus	Christ	is	the	head	
of	the	local	church	-	we	are	not.	Each	church	is	responsible	before	God	for	the	policies	it	sets	and	decisions	it	
makes.	 
!

What	is	the	significance	of	resolutions	passed	by	the	SBC	for	the	local	church?	 
The	Southern	Baptist	Convention	makes	official	statements	regarding	specific	issues	by	means	of	resolutions	
passed	at	our	annual	gatherings	each	June.	Southern	Baptist	polity	views	these	resolutions	as	expressions	of	
opinions	or	concern	which	are	representative	of	the	messengers	attending	the	meeting,	but	are	not	binding	
upon	any	individual	church	or	successive	Conventions.	 
!

How	are	SBC	entities	governed?	 
Trustees	from	each	of	the	states	are	appointed	by	a	committee	to	serve	on	trustee	boards	for	each	of	the	
entities.	 
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Class	#6:	Life	Together 

Study	Guide	
 

BackgroundU!Acts	2:42-47.	Supporting	the	life	of	this	first	church:	Regular	Gatherings,	Intentional	
Relationships,	Biblical	Leadership,	and	Prayer.	 
!
_(*@C1)!N14.()&$*%! 

1. Sunday	School	

2. Sunday	Morning	Gathering*		

3. Sunday	Evening	Gathering*		
4. Members’	Meetings		
5. Wednesday	Night	Gathering		
For	Children	(birth	through	high	school)	 

!
Intentional	Relationships		
!
FSBC	as	a	relationship-based	church	rather	than	a	program-driven	church	 
	
Three	ways	to	cultivate	intentional	relationships:	 

1. Hospitality.		
2. 1-1	Bible	reading	and	prayer.		
3. Small	groups.		

!
Biblical	Leadership		
!
Pastors	 

• Plurality	of	pastors	(elders).	 
• What	do	they	do?	 
• How	do	we	recognize	pastors?	 
• Voting	“no”	on	an	pastor	candidate.	 

!
Deacons	 

• Primary	responsibility:	unity.	 
• Secondarily:	administration.	 

 
Officers	and	staff	 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Prayer	 
!
!
*	Members	are	expected	to	be	at	these	meetings	(and	encouraged	to	attend	others	as	they	are	able).	 
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One	of	the	greatest	privileges	we	have	as	a	congregation	is	to	praise	God	together	in	song.	Because	music	is	such	
a	powerful	vehicle	for	glorifying	God	and	encouraging	one	another,	our	desire	is	to	approach	worship	through	
song	with	deliberate	thought	and	care.	Here	are	five	main	considerations	that	give	shape	to	our	use	of	music	in	
the	services	of	CHBC.		
 
1.	We	strive	to	exalt	biblical	truth	in	music	that	leads	to	an	appropriate	emotional	response.!
Colossians	3:16	says,	“Let	the	word	of	Christ	dwell	in	you	richly,	teaching	and	admonishing	one	another	in	all	
wisdom,	singing	psalms	and	hymns	and	spiritual	songs,	with	thankfulness	in	your	hearts	to	God.”	God	created	
music	as	a	medium	that	stirs	great	emotion	in	the	human	heart.	Our	goal	is	to	harness	this	power	responsibly	by	
using	music	to	highlight	and	celebrate	biblical	truth.	We	recognize	that	music	can	make	people	feel	certain	
emotions	)(*1)'C(%%!of	the	lyrics’	message,	so	we’re	careful	both	to	pick	songs	that	have	profound	biblical	
content	and	to	avoid	over-emotionalizing	our	music.	The	emotion	in	worship	should	be	a	response	to	the	truth	of	
who	God	is	and	what	he	has	done.		
 
2.	We	strive	to	cultivate	rich	congregational	singingH!When	John	views	God’s	throne	room	in	Revelation	5-
7,	the	whole	gathered	congregation	joins	their	voices	together	to	praise	the	Lamb.	Our	goal	is	for	singing	to	be	a	
participatory	experience,	not	an	observational	experience.	Paul	tells	the	Ephesians	to	address	“one	another	
in	psalms	and	hymns	and	spiritual	songs”	(Eph.	5:19),	which	reminds	us	that	although	our	worship	through	song	
is	primarily	God-oriented,	it	also	has	a	secondary	purpose	of	encouraging	one	another.	For	this	reason,	we	print	
the	music	for	many	of	our	songs	to	make	the	melodies	(and	harmonies)	easier	to	learn,	we	have	plain	rather	than	
overwhelming	musical	instrumentation,	and	we	avoid	performances	and	“special	music”	in	our	services.	 
!
3.	We	strive	to	use	a	simple	musical	style	that	promotes	unityH!Our	prayer	is	that	CHBC	would	be	a	
community	of	faith	that	includes	people	from	all	backgrounds	and	cultures,	united	in	our	trust	in	Jesus	Christ.	
When	it	comes	to	worshiping	God,	the	style	of	music	we	use	is	extremely	unimportant	in	a	theological	sense.	
Therefore,	our	hope	is	that	by	using	a	simple	style	with	minimal	arrangement	and	instrumentation,	a	diverse	
group	of	people	with	varying	musical	tastes	would	be	able	to	sing	together	and	enjoy	unity	around	the	lyrical	
content	of	the	songs.	The	musical	style	may	not	be	everyone’s	favorite,	but	that	means	worship	through	song	is	
an	opportunity	for	all	of	us	to	sacrifice	our	personal	preferences	for	the	sake	of	the	whole	congregation.	 
!
4.	We	strive	to	appreciate	God-honoring	music	from	all	erasH!In	our	services,	our	aim	is	to	incorporate	not	
the	“best	of	the	‘80s,	‘90s,	and	today,”	but	the	best	from	all	of	the	periods	of	Christian	history	from	which	we	
have	music	–	including	today.	Singing	edifying	hymns	from	long	ago	is	one	way	that	we	appreciate	the	witness	of	
our	brothers	and	sisters	from	past	centuries	who	have	persevered	in	the	faith.	 
!
5.	We	strive	to	reflect	the	full	spectrum	of	the	Christian	experience	in	our	musicH!Our	goal	is	to	sing	
music	that	captures	the	whole	array	of	the	Christian	life	–	from	the	sorrow	we	have	over	our	sin	to	the	joy	of	our	
redemption	in	Christ,	and	from	the	happy	expectancy	of	heaven	to	the	pain	of	trials	and	persecution.	We	see	this	
variety	of	expression	conveyed	wonderfully	throughout	the	Psalms.	Some	of	the	slower,	minor	key	songs	we	sing	
at	CHBC	may	be	new	to	you,	but	we	pray	that	these	hymns	would	become	helpful	companions	to	you	during	
times	of	suffering,	as	they	have	for	so	many	of	us.	 
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Getting	Connected:	A	Joy	and	a	Challenge	 
One	of	the	singular	joys	and	significant	challenges	of	joining	a	new	local	church	is	figuring	out	how	to	feel	
connected	to	the	congregation.	Most	of	us	don’t	want	to	just	have	our	names	on	a	members	list;	we	want	to	
belong,	to	be	a	part,	to	feel	that	we	contribute.	That’s	what	we	hope	to	help	you	with	in	this	short	article,	to	help	
you	understand	better	how	to	get	connected	to	the	congregation	of	Capitol	Hill	Baptist	Church	(CHBC).	But	we	
are	aware	that	doing	that	at	CHBC	may	be	different	than	the	experiences	or	avenues	at	some	other	churches.	 
	
In	many	churches	you	might	try	to	get	connected	by	signing	up	for	a	particular	committee	of	interest,	like	the	
“missions	committee”	or	the	“facilities	committee.”	In	others	you	might	quickly	join	and	serve	in	a	particular	
ministry	like	the	“youth	department”	or	the	“music	ministry.”	In	still	others	you	might	sign	up	right	away	for	a	
support	group	or	be	placed	into	a	small	group	that’s	really	more	like	a	church	within	a	church.	While	we	certainly	
have	ample	opportunities	to	volunteer	at	serve	at	CHBC,	and	we	do	have	small	groups	available	to	interested	
members,	none	of	these	is	the	primary	way	that	we	encourage	members	to	connect	to	the	larger	life	of	this	local	
church.	It’s	not	that	such	approaches	are	necessarily	wrong,	but	we	do	think	they	may	be	less	than	the	Biblical	
ideal.	We	don’t	want	your	primary	point	of	identification	with	CHBC	to	be	what	you	do	for	us	or	your	limiting	
yourself	to	a	group	of	people	pretty	much	just	like	yourself.	Rather,	we	want	your	connection	to	CHBC	to	be	
defined	most	clearly	by	how	you	know	and	love,	and	are	known	and	loved	by,	all	sorts	of	people	in	the	
congregation.	We	want	you	to	have	relationships	that	are	different	than	the	way	the	world	loves.	We	want	you	to	
be	part	of	the	family,	not	just	volunteer	help.	But	while	that	may	sound	nice	and	friendly,	it’s	admittedly	pretty	
vague.	So	what	does	it	actually	look	like	to	get	connected	to	the	members	of	CHBC?	 
!
Love	as	the	Visible	Mark	of	a	Christian		
 
Well,	at	its	most	basic,	we	hope	that	your	connections	to	CHBC	looks	as	much	as	possible	like	the	kind	of	love	that	
we	see	described	among	God’s	people	in	the	bible.	There	we	read	of	Christians	loving	people	who	are	very	
different	than	themselves	and	inconveniencing	themselves	primarily	because	they	have	a	shared	love	for	Christ	(I	
Thessalonians	2:7-9).	There	we	read	about	the	kind	of	connection	that	comes	from	sharing	our	lives	together,	
helping	one	another	and	spending	time	together	with	the	deliberate	aim	of	encouraging	one	another	in	the	faith.	
(I	Thessalonians	2:7-9).	Our	hope	is	that	you	will	connect	to	CHBC	through	the	kind	of	visible	love	that	the	Apostle	
John	describes	as	normal	among	believers	(1	John	3:23).		
 
Jesus	himself	talked	about	how	the	joy	of	deliberate,	mutual	love	would	mark	those	whom	he	has	known	and	
saved.	In	the	fifteenth	chapter	of	John’s	gospel,	Jesus	says	–	 

l<%!4.(!D14.()!.1%!C#L('!,(B!%#!.1L(!I!C#L('!K#@H!<-&'(!&$!,K!C#L(H!I>!K#@!3((/!,K!2#,,1$',($4%B!
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,K!2#,,1$',($4B!4.14!K#@!C#L(!#$(!1$#4.()!1%!I!.1L(!C#L('!K#@Hm!(John	15:9-12)	 

	 
And	later	in	his	first	letter,	the	Apostle	John	reminds	his	readers	of	Christ’s	teaching,	saying	–	 
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John	3:16-20)		

 
One	thing	is	certainly	clear	from	these	passages	–	Christians	are	visibly	marked	as	those	who	love	Christ	based	in	
large	part	on	the	way	that	they	love	one	another.	Yes,	it	is	wonderful	for	us	to	serve	in	many	more	institutional	
ways,	and	personal	repentance	and	an	individual	faith	in	Christ	are	a	must	if	we	are	to	see	God,	but	how	does		



	 32!

N(44&$*!"#$$(24('!14!"RF"!5"#$4&$@(';! 

	
that	internal	reality	then	show	itself?	Scripture	says	it	shows	itself	perhaps	most	clearly	by	our	love	for	specific	
other	Christians	–	the	other	members	of	our	local	church,	mainly.	That’s	how	Scripture	says	“we	know	that	we	
belong	to	the	truth.”	And	that	is	the	joy	we	want	for	members	of	CHBC.		
 
Some	Practical	Ideas	of	How	to	Love	Others	 
	
But	we	also	realize	that	this	kind	of	unstructured	approach	can	seem	really	daunting	to	many	people.	It’s	so	much	
easier	to	just	sign	up	for	something.	We	get	that.	So	let	me	suggest	a	few	ways	that	you	can	begin	to	build	these	
kinds	of	encouraging	relationships	at	CHBC.	 
	
Stay	around	after	services		
 

One	very	simple	first	step	is	to	just	stay	around	after	the	conclusion	of	our	morning	and	evening	services.	
We	hope	that	the	refreshments	we	serve	won’t	merely	be	seen	as	a	reward	for	making	it	through	an	
hour-	long	sermon.	We	want	them	to	encourage	members	to	stay	around	and	talk,	to	speak	to	visitors	
and	to	people	they	don’t	know,	and	to	make	initial	connections	with	other	members,	too.	Certainly	this	
can	be	awkward	at	times.	But	please	stay	around	anyway;	make	an	effort	to	talk	to	others	you	don’t	
know.	Many	members	have	met	life-long	friends	in	just	this	way.	 

!
Join	a	small	group	 

Another	helpful	step	may	be	to	join	a	CHBC	small	group.	We	don’t	require	joining	a	small	group	as	some	
churches	do	but	we	do	try	to	make	it	an	easy	and	welcoming	option.	Groups	meet	at	various	times	and	
locations	around	the	DC	metro	area.	We	offer	gender-specific	men’s	or	women’s	small	groups	and	also	
mixed	groups	that	include	unmarried	and	married	members	and	often	their	children.	Staff	in	the	CHBC	
office	will	be	glad	to	talk	with	you	about	a	group	that	might	work	well	for	your	schedule	and	location.	Just	
call	and	ask	to	talk	to	one	of	the	pastoral	assistants	about	joining	a	small	group.	But	as	helpful	as	they	
may	be,	we	don’t	intend	for	small	groups	to	be	relational	cul-de-sacs	that	define	and,	frankly,	end	your	
integration	into	the	wider	congregation	at	CHBC.	We	want	small	groups	to	be	a	welcoming	first-step	to	
help	you	continue	on	to	broader	and	deeper	relationships	within	the	congregation.	Still,	we	all	have	to	
start	somewhere	and	many	people	find	these	groups	an	encouraging	and	manageable	starting	point.	 

 
Offer	and	accept	hospitality	 

Throughout	the	bible	one	of	the	things	that	regularly	marks	God’s	people	is	their	love	for	others,	or	
hospitality.	Admittedly	some	folks	may	feel	awkward	about	being	the	one	to	invite	people	over,	or	out,	
when	you	are	new.	But	we’ve	tried	to	build	a	culture	at	CHBC	where	hospitality	is	normal.	So	we	hope	
that	members	will	reach	out	to	new	members,	but	we	also	hope	that	new	members	will	step	up	and	
invite	longer-term	members	and	other	new	members	over	for	a	meal	or	out	for	an	activity	from	the	very	
early	days	of	their	membership.	Living	these	kinds	of	open	lives	together	is	a	big	part	of	how	we	create	
and	sustain	the	hospitable	culture	of	a	gospel	community.	 

!
Initiate	or	accept	a	discipling	relationship	 

Almost	certainly	the	best	way	to	connect	at	CHBC	is	to	initiate	or	accept	an	offer	to	establish	an	
intentional	discipling	relationship.	If	you	decide	to	pursue	membership	at	CHBC,	you’ll	receive	at	your	
membership	interview	an	article	entitled	“Encouraging	Discipling	Relationships	Among	the	Members	of	
Capitol	Hill	Baptist	Church.”	We’d	encourage	you	to	read	that	article	to	understand	more	about	what	we	
mean	when	we	talk	about	discipling	and	about	building	a	“culture	of	discipling”	at	CHBC.	But	in	brief,	let	
me	just	say	that	one	of	the	clearest	ways	that	the	love	we	read	about	earlier	in	John	15	is	made	visible	is	
when	we	intentionally	set	out	to	do	one	another	spiritual	good	in	discipling	relationships.	It’s	fun	to	have	
friendships	based	on	shared	interests	or	hobbies	or	experiences.	But	it	is	wonderfully	glorifying	to	God	to	
have	friendships	based	most	fundamentally	on	a	desire	to	encourage	one	another	in	the	hope	of	the		
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gospel.	The	kind	of	relationships	where	we	intentionally	set	out	to	study	Scripture,	or	to	read	a	good	
Christian	book,	or	to	talk	about	this	week’s	sermon	all	with	the	aim	of	encouraging	one	another	to	hope	
and	trust	more	in	God.	As	a	new	member	of	the	church	you	don’t	need	to	sign	up	for	anything	or	get	
anyone’s	permission	you	approach	another	member	(of	your	gender,	please)	to	establish	a	discipling	
relationship.	But	if	you	want	some	help	in	thinking	through	getting	started,	the	Discipling	Core	Seminar	
class	or	our	annual	Discpling	Workshop	may	help.	And	you	can	always	contact	the	CHBC	staff	to	find	out	
about	these	events	or	to	just	get	a	little	help	figuring	out	how	to	get	started.	 

!
A	wonderful	display	of	God’s	glory	 
	
Whatever	route	you	take,	we	want	to	encourage	you	to	look	for	ways,	in	keeping	with	your	personality,	to	
establish	meaningful	relationships	with	other	members	of	CHBC.	Certainly	you	can	talk	with	various	Deacons	
about	ways	to	eventually	volunteer	and	serve,	but	don’t	make	that	the	first	thing	you	do.	First,	look	for	ways	to	
just	get	to	know	other	members	of	CHBC	and	to	let	them	get	to	know	you.	Take	the	first	few	months	of	your	
membership	to	spend	your	energy	on	some	of	the	ideas	I	just	suggested.	We	feel	strongly	about	this	because	we	
value	each	member	of	our	congregation	simply	as	a	brother	or	sister	in	Christ,	not	just	for	the	ways	they	can	
serve.	But,	you	know,	you	will	really	kind	of	serve	us	best	by	doing	what	we’ve	talked	about	in	this	article	.	.	.	by	
building	the	relationships	that	give	and	receive	encouragement.	That’s	fundamental	to	what	it	means	for	us	to	be	
the	body	of	Christ	in	this	local	church.	And	that’s	how	the	world	will	know	that	we	are	Jesus’	disciples,	by	the	way	
we	love	one	another	(John	13:35).	We	look	forward	to	the	part	God	may	have	for	you	to	play	in	bringing	that	
glorious	reality	into	even	sharper	view	at	Capitol	Hill	Baptist	Church.	 
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SESSION ONE: WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?  
Gospel Motivation Ð Our Identity as Gospel People  
	

How	Should	We	Define	the	Church? 
 

Many people define the Church primarily by what she does, not who she is. Unfortunately, this leads to an 
understanding of the Church that defines her not by God’s work, but by man’s work, leading to a view that 
man primarily builds the Church instead of Jesus. 
 
With this understanding, anybody who simply implements the forms or activities of “church” can call what they 
do the church of Jesus Christ. This is “church” based upon works of man and not Church based upon the 
work of Jesus Christ. Jesus said he would build his Church, not us (in an ultimate sense). This sometimes 
stems from a man-centered gospel (It is my decision – my work – that saves me) OR can lead to a man-
centered church (it is all about what we do that defines us, not what Jesus has done). 
 

We must remember: We Are Who We Are Because of What Jesus Has Done and Is Doing...Our 
Being comes out of His Doing...and Our Doing Proceeds from Our Being in Christ 

 
However, some people mainly define the Church by what God has done, not also who He saved her to be 
and what He saved her to do. In this case, the Church is a confessional people primarily, but not an obedient 
people who do what God commands and displays what God is like. 
 
We need to define the Church in light of: 1) Who God Is and What God has done [confessional]; 2) Who He 
has made the Church to Be [covenantal]; and 3) What He has saved and created her to do [commissional]. 
 
Think about it in Familial terms...Do we define a family based only upon what they do? “We are a family 
because we sleep in the same house, eat together, do dishes, share a budget, etc...” (Defined by activity). By 
who they are? “We are a family because we have the same parents, the same last name, belong to one 
another, etc...” (Defined by being). Or because of how we came into being? “We are a family because our 
parents gave birth to us or adopted us”(Defined by Origin). A Healthy family would be defined in all three 
ways: 1) Our parents birthed us or adopted us – so we belong to them. 2) We are all related and share 
identity – so we belong to each other. And, 3) We do what families do together – life lived together defined by 
love. 
 
The same is true of the Church: 1) We are the Church because the Father has made us his children through 
the life and work of Jesus giving us new birth by His Spirit. 2) We have a new identity as children of God. 3) 
We live out lives of love and good deeds because we are his children who are deeply loved. 
 
We aren’t defined primarily by what we do. We are defined by what God has done in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. What we do is based upon and motivated by what God has done and who God has made us to 
be. This is all the outworking of faith in God. We must distinguish between defining a Church based upon 
what God has done and who we are because of his work AND describing how a healthy church lives out 
God’s purposes showing herself to be God’s chosen and redeemed people. 
 

The Church is God’s People (who we are) saved by God’s Power (what He has done and is doing) 
for God’s Purposes (the good works he created us in Jesus Christ to do) 
 

The local church is a group of God’s people (who we are) saved by God’s Power (what he has 
done and is doing) to take responsibility for each other’s discipleship in following Christ in order 
to disciple the nations. 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE: The Power of God [to Save Sinners] 
Romans 1:16-17 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, "The righteous shall live by faith." 
 
The Starting Point: The Gospel Message 
A Gospel-Centered Commissional church doesn’t first ask the question, “What works best?” Instead, it asks, 
“How do we fulfill the commission from Jesus to make disciples who believe the gospel and live in line with it 
by displaying and declaring who God is and what he has done in and through Jesus Christ, teaching and 
training others to do so as well?” 
 
Our goal is not to convert people to our church. Our goal is to see people converted to Jesus and trained 
through the gospel so that they can BE THE CHURCH commissioned to truly declare the gospel and 
demonstrate its truth in all of life. 
 
Our starting point in thinking through what our churches should be like must be informed by the gospel: The 
Power and Purpose of the Gospel 
 
Two Gospel Perspectives 
You can read the Bible across the grain (Thematically or systematic theology) and you can read it with the 
grain (Storyline or biblical theology). Each one is necessary and each one leads to a different way of seeing 
the gospel.2 
 
1. Thematically 
The MEANS of Salvation – The Gospel Power 
 

 
GOD 

 

 
SIN 

 
JESUS 

 
TRUST 

 

In this case, the Good News is that God, in and through the work of Jesus Christ and the power of His Spirit, 
accepts us, empowers us and is changing us. 
 

We have been saved from the penalty of sin, are being saved from the power of sin and will be saved from 
the presence of sin because of God’s power and work, not our own. (Ephesians 2:8-9; Colossians 1:27-29; 
2:6-7; Philippians 2:12-13; 1 Peter 1:3-5) 
 

Luther said that the first commandment is the gospel – “You shall have no other gods before me” is the same 
as, “You shall have no other justification for your life, your righteousness, your significance, your security 
etc... other than me.” 
 
How is your life reflecting that you believe Jesus did enough to save you at the cross? 
 
Where in the leadership or life of your church are you demonstrating that God is the power and 
authority for ongoing life change? 
 
How or where is this not being demonstrated? 
 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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2. As a Story 
Here we come to know the REASON for salvation – The Gospel Purpose 
 

 
Creation                     Fall                        Redemption                      Restoration 
 

 
In this perspective, the Good News is that God sent his Son to redeem the world and create a new humanity. 
Eventually the whole world will be renewed. Death, decay, injustice, and suffering will all be removed. God is 
saving a people and sending them out for his commission so that Christ will be glorified in all things. 
 
The Church has been saved BY God’s work FOR God’s work (Ephesians 1, 2:10,14-22; 2 Corinthians 5:15-
21; Revelation 21). 
 
The Gospel is not just about my individual happiness or God’s plan for my life. It is about God’s Glory and His 
plan for the world. It saves individuals, but it saves them to a community and New Earth to come. 
 
There is a movement afoot. God is doing something and we have been called to His purposes. The people of 
God are participating within God’s redemptive plan by being a display people offering a foretaste of what the 
future will be like under God’s rule. (Jeremiah 29; Matthew 5:3-16; Luke 6:20-36; 1 Peter 2:9-12). 
 
We are like a trailer to a movie...giving a foretaste of the kingdom fully consummated by Jesus that makes 
people long for the future redemption of all things under Jesus as King...the difference is that unlike a movie 
trailer we are a poor reflection of a far better future. 
 
How is your church or ministry living out the purposes of God in salvation? 
 
 
How is the leadership modeling this? 
 
 
And how is the part of the Body that you lead regularly sending believers out for the commission of 
the Gospel? 
 
 
Who’s Story Is It Anyway? 
Everyone is part of the story and is walking out this story in their lives. The real question is who’s story is it? 
 
We either see the story primarily as God’s Story or primarily as Our Story. Our point of view is directly 
connected to our belief in the gospel. 
 
 
 
GOD’S STORY 
If we believe it is primarily God’s story...   

• Creation – He is the Creator and Originator of all things – I exist because of Him  
• Fall – We rebelled against Him and His word stands – we really die  
• Redemption – He saves us by His work and we put our faith in Him to save by grace   
• Restoration – He has work for us to do which He prepared and enables us for 

 
OUR STORY 
If we believe it is Our Story...  

• Creation – I become what I actualize or determine to be – I believe I am god  
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• Fall – I am good and others are evil OR I am not good, but it is not my fault: it is because of some 
outside influence – not my rebellion and sin – in this case I am deceived/dishonest  

• Redemption – It is through my work that I am saved, healed, made acceptable – I must perform – in 
this case I or someone else I determine is savior 

• Restoration – I can fix me and this place if I will just work harder and more effectively – in this case I 
am all wise and almighty 

 
We Need Both Gospel Perspectives 
We must know the Gospel Means (God/Sin/Christ/Faith)... ...and the Gospel Story 
(Creation/Fall/Redemption/Restoration)... ...and see them both as God’s story together – Synchronically and 
Diachronically 
 
If we only focus on the Gospel Power, but do not know the Gospel Purpose (The Storyline of the Gospel – 
where it is going and what Jesus is doing through the Church), we will tend toward a Gospel that is only about 
saving individuals and miss the commission tied to the Gospel. In this case, the Gospel is ALL ABOUT us. 
 
If we only focus on the Gospel Purpose, but miss the Gospel Power (The work of God in Jesus Christ to 
save), we will tend toward doing good works and acts of service without the power of God. We believe it is up 
to us to change the world AND we become more acceptable and significant to God by doing more. In this 
case, the mission of the Gospel is now DEPENDENT UPON us. 
 
THE GOSPEL IS GOD’S WORK FOR GOD’S WORK.  
THE STORY IS ALL ABOUT HIM and how we’re included... WE ARE NOT AT THE CENTER! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assignment: 
1. Identify two real situations you’re facing in ministry and write a paper for each describing 

how you would address this situation with the Gospel (1-2 pages each) 
2. In a paper address where your ministry is presently strongest in regards to Gospel Power or 

Purpose and why you believe this. Then, describe what you believe should happen to grow 
in the other. 

3. Purchase You Can Change by Tim Chester. Read Intro-Chapter 2 doing the exercises within. 
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SESSION TWO : WHO IS THE CHURCH?  
Gospel Motivation Ð Our Identity as Gospel People  
	

FSBC’s	Identity	as	Gospel	People 
 

We are actively calling people to the commission and seeing people actively engage in serving our 
community in tangible forms. However, we observed that many of our people were being driven to 
commissional activity from non-gospel motivation. They were active because of guilt, shame, 
performance-driven hearts or based upon their belief that they needed to justify themselves before God 
or man (the leadership, their peers, the community). This dichotomy between the gospel message and 
our actual lives ultimately leads to burnout, disillusionment with the gospel, inactivity, laziness, and/or 
outward moralistic actions, which lack any supernatural power. The gospel has become dysfunctional in 
their lives. 
 

This led us to take a closer look at how Paul motivated the churches he wrote letters to. In most cases, 
Paul (whether addressing a messed up situation or trying to encourage those who were being faithful) 
starts his letters with Who God Is, What He Has Done in and through the person and work of Jesus, and 
then moves on to Who We Are In Christ. He maintains this as a basis to instruct them on how they 
should live.  
 

This is the pattern you see throughout the Scriptures. First comes the Indicative, which is followed by 
the Imperative. As Art Azurdia says, "Moral imperatives always flow out of redemptive indicatives." (You 
even see this in the very beginning -In the beginning was God...He creates...We have our existence as 
Image Bearers...then he tell us what to do). The Eternal God and His work precede our existence and 
our obedience. Our Doing does not justify our Existence or give us identity. Rather His Work gives us 
our existence, identity and meaning - Our Being. Then, our Doing proceeds out of our Being which 
proceeds out of His Being and His Work. 
 

This led us to clarify that we were not leading a church based upon a set of Core Values, but instead 
based upon our core Gospel Identities: Who We Are Because of Who He Is and What He Has Done. Our 
motivation for what we do must come out of Who He Is and What He Has Done or we will be leading 
people into lives that are not grounded upon, lived within and walking in line with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The Gospel Message leads to Gospel Motivation grounded in our New Identity in Jesus Christ. 
Then, by faith, in our our love and gratitude to God for Who He Is and What He Has Done and now 
Who He Makes us to Be, we work out our Gospel Methods. 
 

What would you say are the Key Identities of the Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
What are people most motivated by or implicated with? 
 

Core Values that tell us what we’re committed to together 
 
OR… 
 
 Core Identities that inform who we are based upon the Gospel? 
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Our	Gospel	Identity:	The	Church	is	a	Family	of	Spirit-indwelt	Slaves	
 

Matthew 28:19-20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in/into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
youÉ  
 

The Church Makes DISCIPLES  
 

DISCIPLE IDENTITY STATEMENT Ð Because the Triune God has immersed and united 
us in himself we are disciples of Jesus. We are responsible for our growth in Christ 
and the growth of others, disciples making disciples.  
 

As a young man Jesus grew in both height and wisdom. He learned from local religious 
teachers, by living in community, and through regular times of listening to God. Jesus called 
others to follow his ways, to be his disciples and live in obedience to all that God commands. 
He then sent these followers out to make new disciples. We believe we are also called to be 
followers of Jesus who take responsibility for our own development and the development of 
others. This includes being personally formed by the truth of the gospel and regularly speaking 
the gospel to others so they can be rescued from sin and selfishness, and grow up into 
maturity in Jesus Christ. (Luke 2:52; Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 4:11-13; 2 Timothy 2:2) 
 

Baptize Into the Name ofÉ  
Jesus’ commission was to make disciples. This begins with us calling people to faith in Jesus 
and all he had accomplished on our behalf. To accomplish this we must be a people who are 
continually submitting our lives to the gospel and growing in our ability to speak the gospel 
fluently. As the gospel is shared and the Holy Spirit brings about repentance and faith, people 
become Jesus’ disciples who now have a new identity. We need to establish people in this new 
identity as God’s Gospel People. The way Jesus commanded us to do this is through baptism – 
we are to baptize into the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Baptizing people 
into the name of is about establishing them into their new Trinitarian Identity. In Christ, God is 
our Father  and we are His Family ; Jesus is our Lord  and we are His Slaves ; the Holy Spirit  
is our Guide and Sender and we are His Temple . 
 

1 Peter 2:9 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light.  
 

Peter also reminded the church of their identity before he exhorted them to the work of the 
Gospel. He states that the church is God’s chosen race – God’s family; a royal priesthood sent 
as a missionaries (temple) and ministers of reconciliation (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17-20); and a holy nation 
of slaves with Jesus Christ as Lord.  
 

Jesus also commanded that these new disciples be taught to obey everything he had 
commanded these first disciples. This certainly included the command to make disciples. It also 
included all the other commands that Jesus had given. We believe the order of this commission 
gives us the order of formation for a follower of Jesus –We make disciples by calling people to 
faith in Jesus (EVANGELISM), forming them in their new Trinitarian identity (ESTABLISHING), 
and training them to obey Jesus’ commands out of love for God (EQUIPPING). 
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All three of these identities define our vertical relationship to God as Worshippers who submit 
to God (Matt 28.17) and our horizontal relationship to people as Disciples who make disciples. 
We submit to God in light of Who He Is (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), What He Has Done and Is 
Doing (Loves Us, Saves Us, Sends Us) and Who We Are in Christ (Sons, Slaves, Sent Ones).  
 

The Church is GodÕs Chosen FAMILY  
 

FAMILY: Because God is our Father, we are the family of God. Our heavenly Father 
graciously accepts us and cares for us. We are united as brothers and sisters.  
We are God’s chosen people – His family – set apart to live in such a way that the world would 
know what he is like. Through faith in Jesus we believe we are Children of God and brothers 
and sisters with each other. As God’s family we see it as our obligation to personally care for 
the needs of one another – both physically and spiritually. We disciple, nurture and hold each 
other accountable to Gospel life together. We do this through Sunday gatherings with the 
whole church fam, consistent involvement in a DNA group and loving others in the path of our 
life like the Father loved us. (Genesis 12:1-3; John 1:12-13; Romans 12:10-16) 
 

We honor God as our Father and love one another as brothers and sisters. 
 

Worshippers: We love and honor God as Father 
We are God’s Children (John 1:11-13) who are adopted and fully accepted and loved apart 
from any good behavior. When I believe the Gospel I know I have a perfect Father who loves 
me and accepts me not because of what I've done but because of what Christ has done. This 
leads me to worship God as Father and obey his word because I loveand trust him. I don’t 
obey God in order to be loved by him. I obey God because he loved me while I was still his 
rebellious enemy and estranged son/daughter. 
 

Disciples: We show ourselves to be Jesus’ disciples by our love for one another 
As children of God we love one another as brothers and sisters. Jesus said this is the way the 
world will know that we are his disciples – by our love for one another. Paul said we were to be 
imitators of God as dearly loved children who love one another (Eph 5:1-2). The primary means 
by which we show the world what God is like and give tangible proof of the Gospel’s power to 
save is through our love for one another. If we don’t love one another, we show that we don’t 
know and love God (1 John 4:7-21) 
 
 

The Church is made up of JesusÕ S LAVES 
 

SLAVE: Because  Jesus is our King and Lord, we are the slave of God. Through our 
King's sacrificial love we are given freedom and joy in serving God and others.  
Fully God–fully human, Jesus took on the posture of a servant. He gave his life, even unto 
death, so that others could experience salvation, peace and restoration. Jesus said, “I am 
among you as one who serves…” All those who follow Jesus are called to serve in the same 
humility. For us this means joyfully submitting to Jesus as Lord, to the leaders he has placed 
over us and to each other as we also serve whomever God brings into our lives. We do 
whatever He leads us to do, whenever He tells us and wherever He wants us to do it. William 
Varner writes, “It is best to understand the title [slave] as both (1) an indication of humility, for 
the servant does not come in his own name, and (2) a description of an office, for the bearer of 
this title is in the service of a great king.” (Matthew 20:25-28; 25:31-46; John 13:1-17; 1 Cor. 
9:19-23; Philippians 2:5-11; James 1:1; 1 Peter 2:16) 
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We submit to Jesus as Lord and serve one another as though we are serving Jesus  
 

Worshippers: We gladly submit to Jesus as Lord 
If I believe the Gospel, I am being set free from slavery to false gods that keep me imprisoned, 
don't feed me, and eventually beat me to death. We all serve a master or many masters. The 
question isn't “Am I a slave”, but “Who am I a slave to?” When I believe and live out my gospel 
identity as a Slave of Jesus, he is my master and he sets me free to live life as it should be 
lived. “Slavery to God is perfect freedom” (D. A. Carson). I now belong to him as His Slave and 
whatever I do, I do as unto Him (Matt. 25:40). My service and sacrifice for Jesus my Lord unto 
others is a spiritual act of worship. 
 

Disciples:  We lead people to Jesus by living as Slaves displaying his rule and reign in 
our lives 
As the slaves of Jesus we are a holy nation – a city within a city. We give a foretaste of what 
the eternal city will be like under the rule and reign of Jesus Christ. Living as slaves to the King 
who serve others as he served us, presents a tangible witness to Jesus’ kingdom and to the 
power of the gospel to change us. We serve in such a way that it demands a Gospel 
explanation – lives that cannot be explained in any other way than by the Gospel of the reign 
of King Jesus. Our humility points to his ultimate humility. Our service is led by the Servant of 
all. And our sacrifice is motivated by the one who gave up his life for us. If we don’t serve 
others as Jesus served us it is because we have forgotten how we have been served by him, or 
we don’t really know him in the first place (Matt 25:31-46). 
 
 

The Church is sent by the Holy Spirit as the TEMPLE  
 

TEMPLE: Because the Holy Spirit indwells, builds, and leads us, we are the temple of 
God. We are sent to expand and fill the earth with God's presence and blessing by 
showing and sharing Jesus with others. 
God sent Jesus to Earth to take on human form and live within the culture. He worked, ate and 
interacted among the people; living in such a way that those around him could see and 
experience what God was truly like. Jesus is the temple of God where the Spirit of God lives. 
Jesus came so that all those who would be his people, and ultimately even all places and things 
could be restored to a right relationship with God. In a similar way, we believe we are the 
temple sent by God’s Spirit into our culture to restore people to God through Jesus. We live this 
out through shared life in a city group. (John 1:14; 20:21-23; Colossians 1:19; 1 Corinthians 
3.16-17; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Eph. 2:20-21) 
 

We submit to the Spirit as our Sender and Leader and are indwelt and empowered 
to show and share Jesus to others together 
 

Worshippers:  We submit to the sending and leading of the Spirit 
If I believe the Gospel and can call God my Father it is because God has given me his Spirit 
(Romans 8:14-17). After Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father sent me I am sending you”, 
he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. Then, when he commissioned his disciples to be his 
witnesses, he told them to wait for power from on high (Acts 1:8). He was referring to the Holy 
Spirit that the Father and Son would send (John 14:16; 16:7). Just as Jesus was sent by the 
Father, empowered and led by the Spirit, now we are sent as his missionary temple by the 
same power and leading of the Spirit (Matt. 3:16-4:1; John 20:21). If we have the Spirit of God 
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it is so we might be the temple of God who accomplish the commission of Jesus by the same 
Spirit that sent and empowered him. 
 

Disciples:  We are sent and empowered by the Spirit to share and show Jesus to 
others 
As the missionary temple we are sent to share the truth about God’s love for the world through 
the sending of His Son. This expands God’s presence and blessing to fill the earth. The Spirit 
has been given to us so that we can know what is true of Jesus (John 14:26; 16:12-15), live 
fruitful lives showing the gospel’s power to change (Gal. 5:16-24), be empowered to share it 
boldly (Acts 4:23-31) and trust that he is the one who convicts hearts and gives new life (John 
3:4-8). All fruitful missionary work is a result of being people who are born of, filled with, and 
led by the Spirit (Eph 2.21-22). If we are not living lives as the missionary temple fulfilling 
Jesus’ commission given to us it is either because we don’t have the Spirit or we are grieving 
the Spirit, living in disobedience to what he is leading us to do. 
 
 
 
 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Assignment  
1. Identify what you believe to be the Key Identities of the Church, support this biblically and 
describe how these identities would shape the everyday ministry of the Church. 
2. Identify which of the Key Identities your church is weakest in and work out a strategic plan 
to realign your Church in light of that Identity. Describe how you would address the Head, 
Heart and Hands in your strategy. 
3. Read Chapters 3-4 from “You Can Change” and do the exercises at the end of each chapter. 
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SESSION THREE: HOW DO WE LIVE?  
Gospel Methods  -  Everyday Gospel Rhythms 
 
The Attractional -Comm issional Church  
 

Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and temporary residents  to abstain from fleshly desires 
that war against you.  Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that in a case 
where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they will, by observing your good 
works, glorify God on the day of visitation.  

1 Peter 2:11-12 
	

What	are	we	attracting	people	with	and	for? 
There is a polemical debate around Attractional vs. Missional Church, as mutually exclusive 
emphases. The issue really isn’t about whether we are for or against attraction. The issue 
regards the source and means of the attraction. 
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The people of God have always been called to be a display people for God’s glory AND a sent 
people to the nations… 
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The People of God were supposed to be a display people for the nations in the everyday stuff 
of life so that the nations might see and experience the goodness and glory of God and be 
draw to Him. The attraction was never merely an event, but the glory of God being displayed in 
the everyday life of God’s people. 

 

Church is not an event. ItÕs a Community. 
Mission is not an event. ItÕs a Lifestyle. 
We are called to live ordinary life with Gospel Intentionality.  

Tim Chester 
 

The forms and activities that the Church equips for and leads her people into must be the stuff 
of everyday life or the Church will merely be events and programs we attend as we fit them in 
and around the rest of life. This often leads to a de-sacredization of the majority of life, robbing 
our people of living the Gospel out in the everyday, OR to a life packed with “church” programs 
pulling people out of the missionary context (front line). 
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The Normative Life  
 

We are called and sent as the church under commission for God’s glory ALL the time whenever 
we gather, wherever we go and in whatever we do – every part of life is supposed to be 
dedicated to the ministry and commission of the Lord Jesus.3 
 
To walk in line with the gospel means that the truth of the gospel gets worked out in the stuff 
of everyday life – through everyday activities. Although it may seem strange to a world that is 
perishing, it should not seem strange or abnormal for us to live our lives with gospel 
intentionality under the great commission because of our gospel identity. 
	

Consider	the	Elder	and	Deacon	Requirements… 
These are not some high and lofty ideals, but rather what we would hope for everyone who is 
leading a home and growing in the gospel. It’s the stuff of the everyday life. 
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A	Holistic	Approach	to	Ministry 
In order to lead our people to see all of life as ministry and commission we must equip them to 
live out the gospel in everyday activities – everyday rhythms. 
 
We have found some transferable patterns or rhythms of life that we see throughout The Story 
of God and in every culture in every part of the world.4 Through each of these rhythms people 
have the opportunity to walk by faith – walking in line with the truth of the Gospel 5 – or walk in 
fear or prideful rebellion to God – walking in unbelief.  
 
When we come to understand and believe the Gospel we realize that we are saved by faith not 
works AND we are being saved by faith not works. We know that the righteous live by faith 6 
and every moment is pregnant with the opportunity to walk by faith and therefore in line with 
the truth of the Gospel. Training up ourselves and others to walk in line with the truth of the 
Gospel is really all about learning to walk by faith in the Son of God who loved us and gave up 
his life for us7 in every part of life. 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
W!1	Corinthians	10:31	O.()(>#)(B!G.(4.()!K#@!(14!#)!')&$3B!#)!G.14(L()!K#@!'#B!'#!(L()K4.&$*!>#)!N#'J%!*C#)KH!
Colossians	3:17!<$'!G.14(L()!K#@!'#B!&$!G#)'!#)!&$!'(('B!'#!(L()K4.&$*!&$!4.(!$1,(!#>!4.(!S#)'!X(%@%B!*&L&$*!4.1$3%!
4#!N#'!4.(!D14.()!4.)#@*.!R&,H!!
[ !Q(!-(C&(L(!G(!1)(!21CC('!4#!(j@&/!/(#/C(!>#)!N#%/(C!+&%%&#$!&$!%@2.!1!G1K!4.14!&4!21$!-(!'#$(!&$!1$K!2#$4(M4!&$!4.(!
G#)C'H!O.14!&%!G.K!G(!.1L(!$#4!,()(CK!1'#/4('!1!,#'(C!#>!,&$&%4)K!-@4!N#%/(C!_.K4.,%!#>!C&>(!4.14!1)(!C&L('!#@4!&$!
(L()K!2#$4(M4!&$!4.(!G#)C'H!
\ !Galatians	2:14!F@4!G.($!I!%1G!4.14!4.(K!G()(!'(L&14&$*!>)#,!4.(!4)@4.!#>!4.(!*#%/(CB!I!4#C'!"(/.1%!&$!>)#$4!#>!
(L()K#$(B!lI>!K#@B!G.#!1)(!1!X(GB!C&L(!C&3(!1!N($4&C(!1$'!$#4!C&3(!1!X(GB!.#G!21$!K#@!2#,/(C!N($4&C(%!4#!C&L(!C&3(!X(G%Ym!!!
: !Romans	1:17!D#)!&$!&4!N#'J%!)&*.4(#@%$(%%!&%!)(L(1C('!>)#,!>1&4.!4#!>1&4.B!g@%4!1%!&4!&%!G)&44($U!O.(!)&*.4(#@%!G&CC!C&L(!
-K!>1&4.H!!Galatians	3:11!=#G!&4!&%!2C(1)!4.14!$#!#$(!&%!g@%4&>&('!-(>#)(!N#'!-K!4.(!C1GB!-(21@%(!4.(!)&*.4(#@%!G&CC!C&L(!-K!
>1&4.H!!
a!Galatians	2:20!1$'!I!$#!C#$*()!C&L(B!-@4!".)&%4!C&L(%!&$!,(H!O.(!C&>(!I!$#G!C&L(!&$!4.(!-#'KB!I!C&L(!-K!>1&4.!&$!4.(!E#$!#>!
N#'B!G.#!C#L('!,(!1$'!*1L(!R&,%(C>!>#)!,(H!



	 45!

These everyday rhythms that we have identified can be easily observed in the very beginning 
of The Story before the Fall of Man and through The Story we can see how they can be lived 
out in faith or in fear or prideful rebellion… 
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The Everyday Rhythms  Ð B. L. E. S. S.  
Bless.	Listen.	Eat.	Speak.	Sabbath.	
	

BLESS	
We	intentionally	bless	others	through	words,	gifts	or	actions 

 

God desires that all people would be blessed through Jesus. And now, as his Body, we believe 
we live out this mission as we bless others. We intentionally seek God’s direction for who he 
would have us tangibly bless each week.8 
 

We all have talents, resources and time. Some of us believe we have earned these things and 
therefore we are entitled to them. This leads to greed and selfishness stemming from pride and 
causes fights, quarrels, divisions and anxiety.9 When we believe that all we have is from God’s 
gracious hand – gifts given not due to our own work – then we selflessly share what we have 
for the sake of others leading us to acts of service, sacrifice and love. 
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Just like Abraham we have been blessed – we have received unmerited favor and provision. 
This is not because of anything we have done, but because of all that God has done for us in 
Jesus Christ. We are co-heirs with Christ and blessed with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly realms. 
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We are not blessed just for our own good. We have been given what we have so that others 
might also receive. We must regularly take account of what has been given to us and realize 
that it is not ours, but God’s to steward. Then, in light of the gospel that reminds us that He 
become poor so that in his poverty we might become rich, we are freed up to pour out our 
lives and things so that others might be blessed and taste and see that the Lord is good. 
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When we believe the gospel and realize that I didn’t gain what I have nor do I really own what 
I have, and then see that our Father in heaven provides for his children through sharing what 
we He has given us each other. Then I come to see that I don’t really own anything and yet at 
the same time I have more than I ever dreamed (brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, houses, 
cars, clothes, food, etc…10). All that we have is His and all that is His is ours. 
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God’s intent in blessing His people has always been so that those who don’t know Him and his 
grace might see Him at work in and through us and come to Him through our lives. We must 
direct our eyes outward and begin to believe that He has given us everything for life and 
godliness. He has resourced us with what we need to do the gospel work of blessing others 
who don’t know Him yet. 
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LISTEN		
We	listen	to	God,	looking	for	him	to	guide	us	through	his	Word	by	his	Spirit.	And	we	listen	to	

people	around	us	to	understand	their	stories	and	the	story	of	our	culture.		
 

Jesus listened to God in prayer to know his Father’s will. We listen to God because through the 
Gospel we are now aware of our ongoing need for Him. We listen ‘backward’ by regularly 
interacting with God’s Word–the Story and the Son. We also listen ‘forward’ to hear what God is 
saying to us today. We believe He declares to all people what He is like through His creation 
and specifically speaks to those who belong to Him through His Spirit.11 
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Everyone is listening to someone or something as the primary voice or voices that they submit 
their lives to – an expert or teacher that they follow. These might include a school of thought, a 
leader or charismatic personality, demons, or lies from the past. Until the Creator is THE Expert 
and THE Teacher to whom they compare all other voices, they are prone to deceit and lies and 
worship of self or others. 
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The gospel reminds us that we are fully dependent upon God’s Spirit to teach us the truth, 
convict of sin, and show us the way to go and empower us to do everything God wants. So, we 
must walk in submission to the Spirit if we are going to live as God intends. 
 

N:#$A'*"$K(")%  
We need to listen to each other carefully to discern where they are not yet gripped by the 
gospel, paying careful attention to whether their story is about them and dependent on 
something other than God. Listen for the fruit of the Spirit and the works of the flesh.12 
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The people in our community are telling us what they believe and why. We need to ask 
questions and listen. If we are to be prepared to give an answer for the hope we have, we 
must spend less time just preparing answers and as much time listening for the questions. 
Listening to others first is prerequisite for gospel engagement. We should be listening 
constantly to know which story they believe in and where that story has proven weak and 
ineffective to save. 
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LISTEN	FOR	THE	STORY…	We	know	and	submit	our	lives	to	the	Story	of	God	while	also	
becoming	familiar	with	each	others’	stories	and	the	stories	of	our	culture. 

 

God has been unfolding his Story since before time began. We believe we are participants in 
the Story and our only hope for redemption and restoration from our fear and prideful rebellion 
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is when by faith we submit our lives to the overarching Story of God. Therefore, we regularly 
reacquaint with and submit ourselves to The Story by interacting with God’s Word. We look for 
ways and times to tell the Story often. We also take time to listen to others stories and lead 
them to submit their lives to God’s Story.13 
 

Every person on the planet is living their life inside of and in light of a larger story shaped by 
the country they live in, the cultures surrounding them, the family they were raised in, the 
worldview they believe… Until they understand all of this in light of the Redemptive Story of 
God, they will give themselves to lesser stories that do not work. 
	

:")$?(#%4N 
We are a story-formed people who are living our lives based upon and within a story. All of our 
beliefs, identity and actions are all connected to the dominant story. This is why we need to 
know it and we are to talk about it when we sit, stand, walk along the way, eat, lie down, 
etc…14 
 
 
 
$

I4$?(#%4N 
I need to continue to grow in the gospel of grace and truth. I need to be self-aware and let the 
Spirit use the Word to show me where my life past and present is deviating from the gospel 
story. 
	

K8%$?(#%+)3N 
We need to get to know each other’s stories and pay close attention to where we are not 
believing the Gospel. As we hear each other’s stories ask: 
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In order to be an effective missionary, we need to know the story of our culture – what has 
shaped it, what is the dominant story line, what are the idols, where are the open doors for the 
gospel – both demonstrated and declared and be prepared to show how the Gospel Story fills 
in the gaps, corrects the lies or successfully completes it’s story. 
	

!"'($'%)$3#;)$,)Q($3().3$4#8%$>+(4$@%#8.$3"#8/0$('E)$+,$#%0)%$(#$9)$'$?(#%4B5#%;)0$
.)#./)1  

	
	

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8W!Genesis	1:1–2!I$!4.(!-(*&$$&$*!N#'!2)(14('!4.(!.(1L($%!1$'!4.(!(1)4.H !=#G!4.(!(1)4.!G1%!>#),C(%%!1$'!(,/4KB!
'1)3$(%%!2#L()(' !4.(!%@)>12(!#>!4.(!G14()K!'(/4.%B!1$'!4.(!E/&)&4!#>!N#'!G1%!.#L()&$*!#L()!4.(!%@)>12(!#>!4.(!G14()%H!
John	1:1!I$!4.(!-(*&$$&$*!G1%!4.(!Q#)'B!1$'!4.(!Q#)'!G1%!G&4.!N#'B!1$'!4.(!Q#)'!G1%!N#'H!Psalm	1:2!I$%4(1'B!.&%!
'(C&*.4!&%!&$!4.(!S#)'J%!&$%4)@24&#$B!1$'!.(! ,('&414(%!#$!&4!'1K!1$'!$&*.4H!2	Timothy	3:16–17	<CC!E2)&/4@)(!&%!&$%/&)('!
-K!N#'!1$'!&%!/)#>&41-C(!>#)!4(12.&$*B!>#)!)(-@3&$*B!>#)!2#))(24&$*B!>#)!4)1&$&$*!&$!)&*.4(#@%$(%%B!%#!4.14!4.(!,1$!#>!N#'!
,1K!-(!2#,/C(4(B !(j@&//('!>#)!(L()K!*##'!G#)3H! !
8[ !Deuteronomy	6:6–9	O.(%(!G#)'%!4.14!I!1,!*&L&$*!K#@!4#'1K!1)(!4#!-(!&$!K#@)!.(1)4H!_(/(14!4.(,!4#!K#@)!2.&C')($H!
O1C3!1-#@4!4.(,!G.($!K#@!%&4!&$!K#@)!.#@%(!1$'!G.($!K#@!G1C3!1C#$*!4.(!)#1'B!G.($!K#@!C&(!'#G$!1$'!G.($!K#@!*(4!
@/H!F&$'!4.(,!1%!1!%&*$!#$!K#@)!.1$'!1$'!C(4!4.(,!-(!1!%K,-#C!#$!K#@)!>#)(.(1'H!Q)&4(!4.(,!#$!4.(!'##)/#%4%!#>!K#@)!
.#@%(!1$'!#$!K#@)!*14(%H!



	 49!

EAT	
We	regularly	eat	meals	with	others	offering	gospel	friendship	and	community. 

 

Meals are a daily reminder of our common need for God and his faithfulness to provide both 
physically and spiritually. Jesus called us to remember him and his sacrifice for us through a 
meal. When we eat together, we commune around this truth. We regularly eat meals with 
those not in our immediate family or circle of close friends, discipling them toward a life of 
dependence on God.15 
In every part of the world hunger is a daily reality – whether they have plenty or lack – we all 
get hungry more than once a day. God gave Adam and Eve the opportunity to demonstrate 
their faith through the eating of food. They choose to eat unto themselves out of unbelief and 
rebellion. God has likewise given every person in every part of the world a regular reminder of 
their need and an opportunity to eat unto themselves in unbelief and rebellion or unto God in 
faith and with thanksgiving. 
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…Unto	God 
Whatever we do, whether we eat or drink, we do it unto God. Every meal really is a 
demonstration of the gospel. We come hungry (a real need) and our need is graciously met 
(Whatever we have is from God). Since we eat three times a day, we get a gospel reminder 
over and over again IF we eat unto God. It’s interesting that throughout the Story, food 
continues to be the prime example of God’s provision meeting their need. And in every case, 
they ate unto God or unto themselves. 
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When we eat together we commune over our common need and God’s provision. In doing this 
we proclaim the gospel to each other over and over again. That is why it is so important to eat 
together regularly – a loving community of believers communing around the work of Christ is 
the best apologetic of the gospel AND eating together is one of the ways we are commanded to 
do this. 
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The table for the Jews, as also in our day, is very symbolic AND communicative – who we eat 
demonstrates who we love. This is why Jesus was called a friend of sinners – he ate with 
people who were dirty, unreligious, and visibly or sociably unacceptable. The table is one of the 
most powerful displays of God’s love and acceptance of sinners. 
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SPEAK	
We	tell	people	the	story	of	Jesus	and	our	story	of	Jesus,	making	Jesus	a	normal	part	of	our	
conversations.	And	we	speak	to	God	through	prayer,	recognizing	our	dependence	on	him	in	

all	things. 
 

Jesus spoke to God in prayer to know his Father’s will. We speak to God… 
 
Everyone is speaking to someone about what they think is important to express and 
communicate – even if they are never serious.  
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N:#$@#0 
The gospel reminds us that we have full access to talk to the Father in the name of the Son in 
the power of the Spirit. Our Abba invites us to speak to him and encourages us to ask him for 
what we think we need. So, we must talk to God regularly as we go through our tasks for the 
day. 
 
N:#$I43)/5  
Pay attention to what you say to yourself. C.J. Mahaney states in his book, Living the Cross 
Centered Life, that when listening to ourselves, we should speak the gospel to ourselves. In 
order to regularly realign ourselves to the truth of the gospel, we need to listen closely to what 
we say to ourselves and compare that to the gospel and our gospel identity. Where what we 
are hearing doesn’t match up to the gospel, we should preach the gospel again to ourselves. 
Ask the Spirit: 
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N:#$A'*"$K(")%  
We need to speak the truth in love to others pointing them ultimately to Jesus Christ and 
speaking on his behalf. This must come from listening to each other carefully to discern where 
they are not yet gripped by the gospel or biblical truth, paying careful attention to whether 
their story is about them and dependent on something other than God. We remind each other 
who God is, what he has done, what he has said, who we are because of him, and what he 
calls us to do. Confessing sin, admitting our failures, and speaking of our gospel need is normal 
and appropriately unfiltered. We are to speak to each other with great love and patience 
understanding that speaking is not inaction but often the first action to help someone grow. 
	
N:#$K8%$>8/(8%)$',0$>#;;8,+(4  
The people in our community are telling us what they believe and why. We need to listen and 
do the same in a winsome manner. We are to be prepared to give an answer for the hope we 
have. Listening to others first is prerequisite for gospel engagement. But we must not only 
listen. When the Spirit leads us to speak, we must also share with them who God is, what he 
has done, what he has said, who we are as humans, and what he designed us to do. 
Confessing sin, admitting our failures, and speaking of our gospel need is normal and 
appropriately unfiltered. We must speak the truth to set our neighborhoods and communities 
free. Our culture and communities are hearing many voices, we must add our voice to the 
conversation and let them know why we say what we say. 
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SABBATH	
We	take	time	to	rest,	play,	partying	and	creativity	to	enjoy	beauty	in	ways	that	reflect	God	

and	the	work	of	the	Gospel	to	others 
 

After powerfully and joyfully creating the universe, God rested. We were created in his image 
and therefore were made to joyfully create and rest as well. We regularly take time to rest, 
play, create and restore beauty in ways that reflect what God is like to our community.16 
 
In every culture and with every person we witness the desire to rest and create – although the 
means by which people work it out might be different, we find a universal and historical 
practice of Sabbathing. However, apart from the gospel people remain restless in their work 
and labored in their rest. The Gospel enables people to rest while working because the work 
that justifies them was accomplished in Jesus – they don’t need their work to give them 
significance any longer. The Gospel also enables people to truly rest when not working, 
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because they know that God is always working – they don’t have to worry that their lack of 
work will prevent the world from spinning. 
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N!)$ S)3($+,$@#0M3$!#%E 
Because God has accomplished everything necessary for our justification and is the one who 
will finish the work He started in us, we can rest. Whether working, playing, sleeping or 
creating – we rest in His work and His abilities and His power. Our rest then is not only a result 
of the Gospel, but a demonstration to the world not at rest in the gospel. 

$
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FFF!)$!#%E=$S)3(=$>%)'()$',0$V/'4 
We now approach work not needing validation or security – we can truly work unto the Lord 
and be free to do it as worship (not worshipping the job, the boss, the paycheck or the 
credibility we obtain). We can also truly rest – vacation or not, sleeping or not, etc… because 
the world is held together and run by Him and it will be restored by His work in and through us, 
not our work apart from Him. We can also create freely, not dependent on the quality of the 
creation or the validation of others to say it is good, but rather because we are already called 
good in Jesus Christ. Finally, we are free to play, because our Father is in charge and gives us 
all we need. 
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N!+("$A'*"$K(")%  
We sabbath together as a way of preaching the gospel to one another. We also become a 
display together of the truth of the gospel to a watching world. Our resting, creating, working 
and playing all proclaim that our God is Creator, Sustainer, Provider and Redeemer. 
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SABBATH	INCLUDES	CELEBRATING!…	We	gather	together	to	celebrate	God’s	extravagant	

blessings	in	Jesus 
 

God’s calls people to regularly celebrate his goodness and grace. We gather weekly in missional 
communities and regularly as a larger family, to share stories and celebrate all that God is 
doing in and amongst us. We invite everyone to these celebrations as a way of displaying and 
declaring God’s Glory, exhorting each other in the Gospel and encouraging each other in 
Mission.17 
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We are created to worship and one of the ways is through celebration. Every person in every 
part of the world celebrates. The question is: To whom or what is the celebration directed? 
Because of sin and idolatry we are prone to celebrate the creation instead of the Creator. 
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N@#0M3$@%'*) 
If we truly understand and believe the gospel, we should be the most celebratory people on 
the planet. God regularly called his people to celebrate through feasts and parties because he 
did not want them to forget His grace and abundant provision. The very celebration wasn’t just 
a response – it was also a demonstration of what God is like and has done. We must enter into 
a regular rhythm of celebrating God’s extravagant blessings. 
	
N2,$I4$R+5) 
Part of my ability to live out the gospel is dependent upon my regular reflection on the gospel. 
I need to regularly set my affections on things above – the work of God in Jesus Christ and 
what is now true of me because of Him. I should ask myself: 
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N!+("$A'*"$K(")%  
We are called to not give up meeting together so that we might spur each other on to love and 
good deeds. Jesus himself demonstrates this through his first recorded miracle – at a wedding 
feast where he affirms the celebration of life together because celebrating life together 
demonstrates the working out of and one of the purposes for the gospel. Ask yourselves: 
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N!+("$K8%$>8/(8%)$',0$>#;;8,+(4  
The people God has sent us to are also celebrating – they happen to be celebrating a different 
god and a different story. We need to enter into their celebrations and do it unto the true God, 
fully aware that even this celebration is within His Story. Then, within the celebration we are to 
look for ways to serve, redeem, bring gospel light, etc… 
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