
Grace Lutheran Church, 28 West Main Street, Macungie, PA 18062 
610-966-3325       office@gracemacungie.org  

   Office Hours: Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
                  Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

M a r c h  2 0 1 8  

Wednesday Evening  
Lenten Worship  Schedule  

   Our 2018 Lenten Series, 
shared with Solomon's UCC, 
(82 S. Church St.) will be 
based on "Signs of Our 
Times", a Lenten Drama Se-
ries in Five Parts by Mary 

Ann Smith.  The parts are the Violence Sign; 
the Covet Sign; the Cold, Hard Sign; the 
Fear Sign; and the Sign of the Cross. When 
the services are at Grace, we will use the 
beautiful musical service called Holden Eve-
ning Prayer.  Refreshments will follow wor-
ship each week.  
    Join us for a time of worship and reflec-
tion each Wednesday evening in Lent at 
7:00 pm.  Here is the schedule for March:   
 

¶ Mar. 7  at Solomonôs           

                    The Cold, Hard Sign  
¶ Mar. 14  at Grace  

¶               The Fear Sign 
                    (S.I.S. hosts coffee hour)  

¶ Mar. 21  at Solomonôs  

                    The Sign of the Cross 

Candy for Easter Egg Hunt   
   We invite the congregation to 
bring bags of small, individually-
wrapped candies to be inserted 
into plastic eggs for our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for 
Saturday, March 31.  Place the 

candy in the box provided in the chapel no 
later than Sunday, March 18. 

Coordinator Needed  

   Our annual Easter Egg Hunt is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 
31 at 1:00 pm.  HOWEVER ...  in 
order for this to happen  we 
need an egg hunt coordinator! 
The person in charge will organize 

the hunt, select a craft for the children, and ob-
tain prizes (there are extensive notes and direc-
tions from previous hunts).   S.I.S. will stuff the 
eggs with donated candy and volunteers will 
"hide" them the day of the event.   If interested, 
call the church office at  610-966-3325 as soon as 
possible.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
March 25 Palm Sunday -  Communion  
                 Bells of Grace @ both services  
   Advent Brass/Jr. Choir @ 10:30 
 

March 29 Maundy Thursday (7:00 pm)  
   Supper & Communion (FH) 
 

March 30 Good Friday Community Service  
                  (noon) @ Solomonôs UCC 
   Good Friday Tenebrae Service  
                  (7:00 pm) Bells of Grace 
 

March 31 Egg Hunt (1:00 pm)  
 

April 1      Easter Sunday -  Communion  
                  8 am & 10:30 am                                             
   Breakfast in Fellowship Hall - 9:00 am 

tel:(610)%20966-3325
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Pastorôs Column   
    

Isaiah 43:1-2:  ñBut now thus 
says the Lord, he who created 
you, O Jacob,  he who formed 
you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I 
have redeemed you;  I have 
called you by name, you are 
mine.  When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not over-
whelm you; when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you.ò 
 

    As you have seen by now, the mid-week 
Lenten Series this year is based around a series 
of mini-dramas called ñSigns of Our Times.ò 
These dramas contrast signs such as ñviolenceò 
or ñcold and hardò against the Sign of the 
Cross.  The next drama at Grace is called ñThe 
Fear Sign.ò   
    Iôve been thinking about fear a lot lately.  
Partly because of Western cultureôs easy and 
constant access to information in so many 
forms, it seems to me as though people living 
today are fed a steady diet of fear.  The con-
stant stream of frightening information causes 
anxiety greater than any our country has 
known in the past.  Perhaps even more so than 
at times of world war, we seem to be con-
stantly in the grip of fear.  And letôs face it, fear 
is profitable.  Fear sells newspapers and keeps 
people glued to round-the-clock cable news.  
Commercials make use of fear to sell products 
or services.  ñDonôt you care about your family?  
Then youôd better keep them safe!  Buy this 
car, or alarm system, or vitamin.ò  Invest in 
gold.  Use ñnaturalò medicines instead of pre-
scriptions.  Advertisements used to say some 
variation of ñour product is bestò ï now, they 
are crafted to warn you of the almost certain 
doom that will come upon you if you donôt buy 
their product.  Fear is a politicianôs stock-in-
trade. 
    Then in addition to your major fears and 
anxieties (war, death, etc.) most of us also 
carry a sizeable list of smaller stressors. For ex-

ample, last month I had a week in which I sim-
ply had too many things!  None of them were 
terrible; there were just a lot of things.  At 
church, we had much business at the monthly 
council meeting, then it was Ash Wednesday.  
We had people in the hospital, and preparations 
for the season of Lent.  I was taking care of my 
cousinôs cats while she was on vacation, and 
helping to look after Steveôs high school age 
daughter while he was away on business.  My 
subconscious must have been feeling this, be-
cause I had an absolutely zany dream in which 
I had to round up a herd of baby elephants.  
They were really small, the size of cats, and 
they kept escaping into the sewer.  (I managed 
to catch one.)  
    But even when I feel like life is too much - 
Iôm worried about the world or (figuratively) 
over-run by small furry elephants - I know God 
is with me.  I know Jesus walks beside me say-
ing ñpeace, be stillò just as He said to calm the 
waters.  I know everything is going to work 
out.  I know that taking even a few minutes for 
prayer in a busy day helps to bring me calm.  
In the words of that lovely hymn, ñWhatever 
my lot, thou hast taught me to say/It is well, it 
is well, with my soul.ò 
    This is also why I preach a message of love 
and hope in many of my sermons. We all need 
to hear love and hope, not as an escape from 
reality, but as an antidote to the roar of fear; a 
reminder that Jesus is Lord.  I pray you always 
find strength in the message of the Gospel.   
  

The grace of our Lord 
 Jesus Christ be with you all, 

Pastor Samantha 

Adult Forum  
     This discussion group meets 
at 9:15 am in the Chapel.   Dur-
ing Lent, the Adult class will be 
doing a study called "The Faces 

of Christ."  Anyone interested may join the class 
at any time. See Pastor Samantha if you have 
any questions. 



Pastoral Hospital Care  
   If you are taken to the hospital, please have 
a friend or relative call the church to let us 
know which hospital you are in and how we 
can be of help.  
   If you are scheduled to be a patient at the 
hospital, please let us know prior to your 
scheduled visit. 
   With the Federal privacy laws, the hospitals 
are not able to call us to let us know if you 
are there unless you give them permission. 
Our hospital code is 237.  One of the Pas-
torôs most important jobs is hospital visits.  
We have members who also 
visit the hospitals to help cheer 
you up.  If you are laid up at 
home, please also notify us so 
a visit or a phone call can be 
made. 

Worship Attendance  
                                       8:00      10:30     SS  
January 7          21          72       31     
January 14          29          74       26  
January 21                  43           76       32  
January 28                     32          82        26  
                                                 

2018 Avg.  Worship - January      107        29  
2017 Avg.  Worship - January        84        31  
 

                                     8:00     10:30     SS  
February 4          33         59     29     
February 11          25         65        30  
February 14 (Ash Wed) @ 7 pm    46 
February 18 (Snow)    No Service  37      No SS         

 January  
 Sunday School  

 Perfect  Attendance  
         

           Adult Forum  
 

             Pastor Drennan, Judy Reppert 
            Leda Wimmer 
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Sunday School  
 Children  Need You  

   Do you have an hour of time on 
Sunday morning from 9:15-
10:15?  We need Substitute 
Teachers for our Childrenôs Sun-
day School program. Teaching materials are 
available.  We are also in need of aides  to as-
sist our teachers with lessons and crafts.  
    The experience is a very gratifying one. 
Speak to Sandy Schantz or notify the church 
office at 610-966-3325, if you think you may be 
interested.  

Volunteers  Needed!  
    We are still in need of volunteers 
for our childrenôs nursery during the 
10:30 am service.  Weekly flower 

delivery teams are also needed. Speak to Judy 
Reppert or call her at 610-966-2361 if you need 
more information or would like to volunteer.  
Dave Stoss is also looking for volunteers to help 
at Daybreak on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
either to bake or help cook/serve.  A sign -up 
sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the rear 
of the sanctuary for you to volunteer.  

Lenten Project  
    This year, Crossroads will 
be our Lenten Service Pro-
ject at Grace.  We will be 
c o l l e c t i n g  p o w d e r e d 
creamer, sugar and string 
backpacks.  Boxes in which 
you may place your dona-

tions are at each building entrance.  The dead-
line is Palm Sunday, March 25.  
    What is Crossroads?   St. Paulôs Allentown 
calls itself ña Church with a heart in the heart of 
the city.ò  It continues to take that call to minis-
try seriously, especially in and through an effort 
known as Crossroads, which reaches out to the 
homeless and the helpless of the city.  The 
Crossroads ministry began with the tragic 
weather-related deaths of two homeless people 
in 2010.  In response, a room at St. Paulôs was 
made available for those in need of shelter from 
the cold.  While it was not perfect, it was shel-
ter, and it became the first overflow shelter/
warming station in Allentown.   Since that time, 
with the help of partners like those in the Le-
high Mission District, Crossroads now hosts up 
to 60 people a day.  A light breakfast is served 
Monday through Wednesday, and other services 
are now offered as well. The program operates 
from November through April,  Monday-
Thursday, 9 am to 4 pm.   



Drivers Needed  
   We need additional drivers to bring church 
members to 10:30 am worship and take them 
home following services.  If you are willing to 
serve in this ministry, please contact the 
church.  Bill Konek and Lee Huber serve as 
the coordinators for this vital ministry.  

Campbellôs UPCs and  
Box tops for Education  

   We are collecting these for the 
Navaho Indian Mission in Arizona. 
We thank Cary & Kim Vaupel for 
continuing this ministry. Recently, 
over 1200 labels/boxtops were sent. 
Please note  that for the Campbellôs 
owned products (Campbellôs, Pep-

peridge Farm, Prego, BIC, Dannon, Emerald, 
Glad, Pop Secret, Post, Spaghetti Oôs, Swan-
son, V8, and Wolfgang Puck) what is needed 
is ONLY the UPC bar code , not any other 
portion of the label.  

  Dial -a-Ride  
   If you or anyone you know would like to 
attend the 10:30 am church service and need 
a ride, please call the office (610-966-3325) 
before noon on Friday and someone will con-
tact you with the details.  

Childrenôs Sermons   
   Do you like talking to and 
working with children?  Then 
you are just the person we 
are looking for!  We are look-
ing to increase the number 
of members willing to do the Childrenôs Ser-
mon during the 10:30 am service.  You will be 
assigned on a rotating basis and only be re-
sponsible for 1 or 2 per year.  If you are inter-
ested or would like more information, contact 
the church office or Pastor Samantha.   

Fire/Security System Update  
  The cost of our fire/security system 
was $5455.90. With your contribu-
tions, we have completed the payment 
of this system.  Thank you to everyone 
for their generous donations.  A new 

sign-up sheet for 2018 monthly monitoring fees 

is posted.  Cost is $36.00 per month.  
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Wed. Mar. 7    Mid-week Lenten Service @ Solo-
monôs UCC @ 7 pm 

Thur. Mar. 8  Committee Reports Due  

Fri. Mar. 9 3rd Free Community Meal 5-7 pm 

Sat. Mar. 10 Newsletter Deadline  
Daylight Saving Time - turn clocks 
ahead 1 hour 

Tue. Mar. 13 Church Council Meeting, 7 pm 

Wed. Mar. 14 Mid-week Lenten Service @ Grace 
7 pm (S.I.S. refreshments)  

Thur. Mar. 15 Daybreak  

Sun. Mar. 18 Lily Orders Due  
Candy Donations Due  

Wed. Mar. 21 Newsletter Mailing  
Mid-week Lenten Service @ Solo-
monôs UCC @ 7 pm 

Sun.  Mar. 25 Palm Sunday, 8:00 & 10:30 am  
Lenten Project Deadline  
First Communion, 10:30 am 

Thur. Mar. 29   Maundy Thursday - Communion 
7 pm 

Fri. March 30 Good Friday - Community Service 
@ Solomonôs UCC, 12 noon 
Tenebrae @ Grace, 7 pm 

Sat. March 31 Grace M.O.B., 8:00 am  
@ Bear Swamp 
Set up for Easter Egg Hunt, 12 noon 
Easter Egg Hunt, 1 pm 

   Looking Ahead!  

See calendar for complete schedule of 
meetings, etc.  



 Grace M.O.B.  
Men Of Breakfast  

   The men of the church gather 
monthly at 8:00 am for food and 
fellowship at the Bear Swamp 

Diner in Macungie. Future dates include:  Sat-
urday, March 31  and Saturday, April 28.  
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Grace S.I.S.  
Sisters I n Spirit  

    We will not have our  
regular meeting in March. 
We will be serving the re-
freshments after the mid -week Lenten service 
at Grace on March 14.  

  Council Reminder  
    You are always welcome 
at Council Meetings which 
are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month in 
the chapel at 7:00 pm.  
Minutes of meetings are 
posted on the bulletin board in the Sunday 
School hallway. All committee reports for 
the March 13 meeting are due in the of-
fice no later than March 8.  

Shipwrecked  Ahead!  
 

Attention All of you Vacation Bible School 
teachers and helpers!  

 

     Get on board as we begin 
looking at our VBS curricu-
lum for this summer. Come 
to a meeting at 6:30 PM ï
7:00 PM on March 20 in the 
Chapel. You'll get a sneak 

preview of what's ahead for our Shipwrecked 
program. See you then as we look at ideas for 
crafts, decorations, snacks, games, and a lot 
more. Add your name to the list of crew mem-
bers who will bring our shipwrecked kids to a 
safe harbor with God. VBS this year is at a 
different week August 13 -15 from 6:30 -
8:30PM.  

Thank  You Notes  
Grace Lutheran Church Social Min-
istry Committee, 
   Your kindness touched my 
heart.  Thank you for the pretty 

card! 
Theresa Glase 

New Card Game Group  
    Do you like to play cards or 
want to learn?  A new Card 
Game Group started in Janu-
ary.  They will continue to 
meet on the 2nd and 4th Tues-
day of the month, 1 pm - 3 pm 
in Fellowship Hall. Upcoming 

dates are March 13 and 27. Please contact 
Lee Berg if you are interested at 610-393-
0975.  Both men and women are welcome. 
Current card games are Hand and Foot, Ca-
nasta and Pinochle.   

Dear Friends, 
    Thank you very much for the beautiful 
prayer shawl and prayers said for me as I 
recuperate from my battle with guillain -barre 
syndrome.  It is because of all the prayers 
that I am alive and doing well.  
    God is Awesome! 

 Sally James 

Dear Friends, 
    We at the Zionsville Area Food Pantry 
thank you for your generous contribution of 
$42 during 2017. 
   Need has remained constant.  We typically 
serve 95-110 households in 6 hours each 
month. 
    Again, we appreciate your continued sup-
port.  The success of our mission depends on 
volunteersô time as well as food and mone-
tary donations. 

Sincerely, 
Robin Yoder 

President 
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Zionsville Food  Pantry Update  
    For January, 11 bags of 
food were donated. Please 
remember the less fortunate 
in our area by donating non -
perishable food items. We 

deliver the food after the first Sunday of each 
month. Items may be brought to the church 
anytime.  Please remember - items must be un-
opened and within ñuse byò date.    
   If you are buying for the pantry, hereôs a list 
of needed items: Tuna (canned), Chicken 
(canned), Meat (canned Spam or Pork), Soup, 
Juice (can or plastic bottle), Fruit (canned), 
Pancake Mix, Syrup, Cereal (cold and oatmeal), 
Canned Ravioli/Spaghetti, Beans (canned), 
Rice, Noodles/Pasta, Mac and Cheese (boxed), 
Potatoes (canned or boxed), Beef Stew, Meal 
Helper, Spaghetti Sauce, Tomatoes (canned), 
Broth/Gravy, Jello/Pudding Mixes, Powdered 
Milk (individual pouches or boxes, rather than 
large boxes of pouches which cannot be split). 

Purpose Statement and  
Guiding Principles  

   Godôs Purpose for Grace Lutheran Church is 
to spread the Word to all people through wor-
ship, service, learning, fellowship, and support. 
We are guided by these principles: 
¶ We accept Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

¶ We pray for all ï within the congregation,  

                                  community and world.  
¶ We strive to provide assistance to those in  

need. 
¶ We welcome all and invite them to grow  

with us in Christ. 
¶ We provide Christian Education for all ages. 

ñFor I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drinkéò 

Matthew 25:35 

Confirmation Classes  
       

   Confirmation is a two-year educa-
tional and pastoral ministry of the 
church, which helps to prepare a 
child to affirm his or her baptism. In 
addition to classes, students attend 
and participate in worship, service 

opportunities, and other activities.  We meet in 
the Chapel twice a month following the late ser-
vice, and also participate in congregational ac-
tivities. Schedule for March: 
 

March 4   11:45 am ï Confirmation Class #11 
 

March 18 11:45 am ï Confirmation Class #12 
 

March 31 12 noon   - Assist with Easter Egg 
Hunt - Grace Fellowship Hall and Parking Lot. 
Please arrive at noon in order to help set up 
and hide eggs for the hunt which begins at 1 
pm. 

Solomonôs Cemetery 
Association Meeting  

    Solomonôs Church Cemetery Association will 
hold their annual meeting March 5, 2018 at 
7:00 p.m. at Solomonôs Church.  All lot owners 
are invited to attend the meeting.  For more 
information, contact Joanne Andrews at 610-
967-2668. 

IronPigs Baseball Game  

    Mark your calendar now 
for the IronPigs vs. Pawtucket 
baseball game on Saturday, 
June 16, 2018   at Coca Cola 
Park.   Game time is 6:35 pm.   
Plan on joining us for a fun -
filled evening of baseball and fellowship.  Tick-
ets are $11.00 each, which includes $2.00 ball-
park credit.  Seats are located in Section 103 
and 104.  We have reserved 50 seats together 
in this area.  Please order early so you can sit 
with the group.  If we have to order more tick-
ets, there is no guarantee they will be in the 
same section.  Ticket order forms are available 
on the bulletin board.  
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ñAlohaò to Atens  
Potluck Choir 

Dinner  

Strawberry Festival and  
Community Fair  

 

    Save the Date! This 
year's Strawberry Festival 
and Community Fair will 
be Saturday, June 23 
from 4 to 7 pm.   Be sure 
to put this on your calen-
dar now - last year was so 
wel l  at tended,  and 

fun!  Also, WE NEED YOU!  As we did last 
year, we have a great committee to organ-
ize and run this event, but, new hands are 
most welcome!  As the saying goes, ñmany 
hands make light the work!ò  We need peo-
ple to plan and organize, do shopping, set 
up tents and post signs, run the grill, staff 
the popcorn machine, scoop ice cream and 
strawberries, help with the basket raffle, 
and clean up. Every bit helps, so you don't 
have to commit to the entire day. Our first 
planning meeting will be Wednesday, 
April 4 at 7:30 pm in the chapel.    

Winter Weather  
    During inclement weather, Grace will always try 
to have worship for those who can make it.   If and 
when we do cancel worship due to the weather, it 
will be announced in the following three ways:  
 

1) the website at www.gracemacungie.org/  
2) the Grace Macungie Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/GraceMacungie/ (the an-
nouncement will be pinned to the top of all 
posts)  

3) WFMZôs Storm Center at www.wfmz.com  
     (click "weather" link at top of page, then   
     under that "school and business closings"),  
     also, scrolling on Channel 69 TV during bad  
     weather.    
 

    However, please use your good judgment! If for 
any reason you don't feel it is safe for you to ven-
ture out, stay home and we'll see you next 
week.  Remember you can still mail in your offer-
ing using the mailers on each offering envelope. 


