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What We Believe: God’s Effectual Call - Romans 8:28-30

Let’s begin today, by looking at where we have been so far. God’s Word reveals to us a
Sovereign God, who exists as a Trinity — 3 distinct persons in one God. It reveals to us
God’s unfolding plan for the redemption of his creation that he has established by his
decree before the world ever began. The Bible also reveals that the reason why God
needed to decree and establish this plan is that humans are broken creatures who are
dead in our sin, which separates us from our Creator. Then we went deeper into seeing
that what the Bible reveals about God’s plan for redemption of these sinful creatures is
done through a Covenant of Grace. And that Covenant of Grace is made possible by
Jesus Christ who mediates for us that Covenant. In other words, he makes it possible
for us to receive God’s grace by his death, burial and resurrection. Today having
established what Christ did to make salvation possible, we come to the actual process of
how God saves people. It is based on his effectual calling. We use the word effectual
specifically, because it means that God’s call to salvation produces the intended result -
a person is saved.

Baptist history contains two different strains of Baptists. One is Calvinistic Particular
Baptists and the other is more Arminian General Baptists. For much of Baptist history
these two groups get along more or less amicably in their various churches and
denominations. When the Southern Baptist Convention formed in the United States in
1845, all of its first leadership was Calvinistic in their theology, holding firmly to
predestination and the Covenant of Grace. However, early on, Southern Baptists would
grow to include those with General Baptist views and by the 20" century there was little
Calvinist influence in the SBC. It was that generation of Southern Baptists that has
heavily influenced Baptist growth here in Japan, especially following World War |l.
Because of those two strains of influence in the Southern Baptist Convention, we have
intentionally created a big enough tent in our Baptist Faith and Message to allow for
both more and less Calvinistic understandings in the topic that we are discussing today -
Man’s free will and God’s Effectual Call to Salvation. While | want to show what the Bible
teaches, | want us to go away from this sermon today more excited for the Gospel
message that God entrusts us with in proclaiming his call to salvation than convincing
people of the theology that we hold to.

A few weeks ago when we discussed God’s Decree and Predestination, we ended by
discussing Romans 8:28. That is where | would like to pick up today in discussing God’s
call. Let’s read Romans 8:28-30 And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified. Let’s pray.

We have this wonderful promise in Romans 8:28, that God is working all things out for
the good of those whom he has called. He does all this according to his purpose and for
his glory. These three short verses explain this most important concept of God’s call
that is necessary for that salvation. But in explaining the call, almost every key doctrine
that we have talked about so far is assumed and included in these words. All of these
truths build on each other to bring about our salvation. And the important fact of each
one is that they are all God’s doing. FIRST, we see God’s Decree of Predestination.



Verse 29 says, For those whom he foreknew he also predestined--- After that statement
based on God’s decree, we see the purpose of that predestination and implied within it
is God’ covenant of grace. Verse 29 continues, to be conformed to the image of his Son,
in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. God’s Covenant of grace
centers on the person of Jesus Christ, who as we saw last week is the only one who can
bring humans together with their Creator. He is our mediator, and through him we
become one of God’s children. Instead of being conformed to Adam as our
Representative Covenant Head, we are now conformed to the righteousness of Jesus
Christ, our new representative. Implied within this of course is the fact that humans
need a Savior because of the brokenness we find ourselves in because of our sin.

Of course, we’ve already been over all that. But because of our brokenness, which
leaves us unable to save ourselves, there is a step missing between between us
embracing Christ as our Savior and God’s choosing of us in Predestination. That step is
God’s effectual call. In Chapter 10 of the London Confession, section 1, page 22, this
call is described. In his appointed and decided time, God effectually calls those whom he
has predestined to life out of their natural state of sin and death to grace and salvation
through Jesus Christ. He effectually calls them through his Word and Spirit. He
enlightens their minds spiritually and savingly so they can understand the things of God.
He takes away their heart of stone and gives them a heart of flesh. He renews their
wills, and by his almighty power he gives them a desire to do things that are good. He
effectually draws them to Jesus Christ, so that they come freely, since by his grace, he
has caused them to be willing to come. That is what we see when we include Romans 8,
verse 30 with verses 28-29 which we have talked about in previous sermons. It says
those whom he predestined he also called---Without God calling you to himself, you
cannot be saved. Remember that we are dead in our sins. It takes a supernatural miracle
for us to respond in faith to Jesus Christ who is our mediator. So God the Holy Spirit
moves our hearts to respond in faith to God’s call. In the way that the reformers defined
this doctrine in the past, they historically called it “Irresistible Grace.” This gives the
wrong impression, though. It’s as if there is a person who is saying, “l don’t want to be
saved:-:| don’t want to experience God’s grace towards me” And God is dragging them
to salvation anyway. That is not what is happening. The Holy Spirit is working in the
person that God chooses for salvation to regenerate them so they can have faith in
Jesus Christ, since naturally we as a dead person cannot choose to follow Christ. Titus
3:5-6 says, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior:-+ Only with
that work of the Holy Spirit does God’s call to salvation result in actual faith. But for all
that God has chosen, it is definite that his call will result in faith. There is no doubt,
because it is God that is doing the work, and his work is not subject to human
conditions. It is because of this work of regeneration by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of
those whom God has chosen that we say that God’s call is effectual in drawing people to
faith in Jesus Christ.

So, the question becomes, “Where is human free will in this?” This is the question that
the historic differences between Particular and General Baptists came down to. It’s the
question that is at the heart of the debate between Calvinists and Arminians. What role
do | play in my faith? Elmer Towns who cofounded Liberty University and was the Dean
of the Seminary there for many years wrote very passionately defending the role of free



will in human salvation. He wrote, Yes, God elects, God pre-determines and God plans.
That’s one rail of the track, but it takes two rails on which the train runs. The other rail
/s man, the awesome complex creation of God that He elevates to become like His Son.
Man has the empowering ability of free choice. It’s man’s freedom that gives life and
power to faith and the ability to move mountains. That sounds good when you first hear
it. And Dr. Towns is a very good Biblical scholar who desires to be faithful to the Word
of God. He is attempting to balance God’s absolute Sovereignty with our free choice to
follow Christ. However, this view falls short when examined against Scripture. Romans
3:10-11 says, As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one
who understands; there is no one who seeks God. The reason no one seeks God is
because we are spiritually dead. Colossians 2:13 says, And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him,
having forgiven us all our trespasses-:- Notice that it takes God to make us alive to be
able to respond to him in faith and find forgiveness. It is the work of the Holy Spirit in
regeneration that enables this as we have already seen.

The London Confession recognizes in Chapter 9, paragraph 1 that as part of the image
of God in humans, God does give us a will with natural liberty and the power to act upon
choice. But although we do have a free will and the ability to make real choices,
paragraph 3 of chapter 9 of the Confession points out that due to presence of sin, that
choice is limited by our sin. We are unable to choose anything related to God or
salvation, which is what we read earlier in Romans 3. The Confession says, After the fall
into sin, humanity lost the ability to choose anything good related to salvation. In their
natural state, they are completely hostile to everything good and dead in sin. By their
own power, they are unable to convert themselves or prepare themselves for
conversion. So, we have real free will that is limited by our sin and operates under the
Sovereign decree of God. But it takes the regeneration of the Holy Spirit to allow us to
respond to God’s call.

There are other aspects of God’s effectual call that we could talk about, and if you read
through the entire statement in the London Confession, they address other issues that
are related to this idea. | don’t really want to deal with everything that is covered, but |
will say that I’'m not sure that | completely agree with extending the application to babies
who die in quite the same way they do. | do know that there is hope in the fact that
since salvation is completely of God, then we can trust in God’s grace and mercy to
extend that grace even to those who are unborn or do not yet have awareness of their
sin. | believe that although the Bible is not explicitly clear, there are very comforting
passages to see that children hold a special place in God’s heart, even though they, like
us, are born in a state of sin. King David is promised that he would see his baby son
again in Heaven who died as punishment for his sin with Bathsheba. Jesus told his
disciples in Matthew 19:14, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”

We should always ask the question of any doctrinal truth---so what? So, what does this
doctrine of effectual call mean for us as followers of Christ? Those who oppose this idea
say that if it is true then we lose all incentive to proclaim the gospel. That if it has
nothing to do with us, then they say no one would ever witness or share the gospel. On
the contrary, although the work of salvation is totally of God, the spread of the gospel is
committed to us. This is the clear message of the Bible. God wanted Israel to be a light
for him on the earth in the Old Testament and God still wants his people, the church to



be a light for him on earth now. Romans 10 begins by recognizing that salvation is an
act of God, but goes on to show that we are called to take that gospel to the world.
Romans 10:13-17 says, For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from
us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. Yes, God
ultimately knows who he has chosen for salvation, but those people need to hear the
gospel from God’s Word. It is the message of the Bible, the Word of Christ as verse 17
of Romans 10 called it that the Holy Spirit will use to bring that person to faith in Christ.
God uses his people to bring that word - the Gospel - to those people that he has
chosen to regenerate and redeem. If we are truly regenerated then we need to obey the
Great commission as given in Matthew 28:19 to ---Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations--- We who trust most in God’s sovereignty and divine choice in salvation should
be the most fervent in sharing Christ without fear, knowing that it is not our wisdom or
strength or ability or convincing arguments that will actually cause this person to turn to
Christ, but only the work of the Holy Spirit in their life. Our doctrine of a salvation based
solely on the work of God in Christ Jesus and nothing in ourselves should make us the
most humble obedient followers of Christ who seek to tell others about that glorious
gospel that has saved us from our sin.

One of the greatest Baptist Pastors to have ever lived Charles Hadden Spurgeon was
extremely clear in his understanding of the Sovereignty of God and the doctrines of
Grace. He said, / have my own private opinion that there is no such thing as preaching
Christ and Him crucified, unless we preach what nowadays is called Calvinism. It is a
nickname to call it Calvinism; Calvinism is the gospel, and nothing else. And although
different accounts have him saying it in different ways, Spurgeon who clearly held to
God’s unconditional election and full sovereignty also said, “/f God branded every elect
person on his back, | would go around lifting shirttails to find out who was elect so /
could win them to Christ.” That should be our attitude as well! Let’s be firm in our
theological understanding, but let’s be about the business of winning others to Christ---
knowing that it is not our efforts, but God’s that is ultimately doing the work. God
chooses to work through you and | to accomplish his purpose of salvation and make
humans aware of the good news of Jesus Christ. And his plan and purpose will happen,
his call will be effective and effectual in all of those whom he has chosen to be his own.
May God use us as his servants to share his message with those he brings into our path.
Let’s pray.



