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Pentecost 12
Sunday, August 23, 2020
Congregation responses are in BOLD

“A Prayer of Quiet Thoughtfulness” - Groben

Prelude
Joys, Concerns and Blessing

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny
your presence in our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own
efforts. We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good
creation for our own benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as
you have welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace,
forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“We Are All One in Mission”

ELW 576

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of
our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Special Music - Jocelynn Spengler

"I Will Obey (Noah’s Song)" - Schram/Foster

First Reading Isaiah 51:1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock
from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I
called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert
like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the
voice of song.
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out
from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me,

and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth
beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my
deliverance will never be ended.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Second Reading Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts
that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against
it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the
Messiah.
Response at the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message

Pastor Drennan

Sermon

Pastor Drennan

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy
Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
Sending Hymn
Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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“Built on a Rock”

“Jubilant Gigue” - Grichetchkine

Postlude

Thank you to the volunteers who helped make this worship service special:
Sandy Schantz (Cantor)
Jocelynn Spengler, Tanya Spengler (Special Music and Lector)
Alice Mudge of Church of the Holy Spirit, Emmaus (technical assistance)
*****
Thank you for being a part of GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ONLINE!
Worship on YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/GraceLutheranChurchMacungiePA
LINKS
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceMacungie/
YouTube: youtube.com/c/GraceLutheranChurchMacungiePA
Web: www.gracemacungie.org
*****
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
Ministers
Pastor
Organist/Choir Director
Junior Choir Director
Bell Choir Director
Parish Secretary
Office Assistant
Custodian

The People of Grace Church
The Rev. Samantha Drennan
Steve Ziminsky
Georgie Graybill
Cathy Spengler
Maryann Picarello
Judy Reppert
Gail Pondelek

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW Outdoor In-Person Fellowship If you feel ready to do some socially-distanced
fellowship, the Parish Life Committee invites you to come out to the Grace Lutheran
parking lot on Saturday, August 29/rain date Sunday August 30 at 6 pm. Bring a
chair, a beverage, and wear your mask. We will have a few snacks (cookies, muffins) to
enjoy. Depending on the interest and turnout, we will try to do this monthly on the last
Saturday of the month (rain date Sunday) while weather permits.
NEW Daybreak Drop-in Center (a ministry of the Lehigh Conference of
Churches) Covid-19 has impacted the program's ability to provide meals and other
regular programming. They currently need donations of two kinds:
1) Individually wrapped food items that you would pack in a “to go” bag - any kind of
snacks, chips, cookies, protein bars, drinks or dessert would be welcomed.
2) Art supplies - items such as individual packs of markers, glitter/gel pens, glue sticks,
water color paints, construction paper, tissue paper and acrylic paint.
If you would like to help the clients at Daybreak, please drop off your donations at the
church office between 10 am – 1 pm Monday thru Friday, and place them in the Chapel in
the box labeled “Daybreak.” Thank you! Thanks also to Bill Konek for delivering your
donations to Dubbs Memorial Allentown, where this ministry is located.
Food Cupboard Give-Away Help is needed with Grace’s newest outreach ministry:
giving out non-perishable food items on the last Friday of each month. Distribution takes
place at tables under a tent in the Grace Lutheran Church parking lot, where people can
come and select the food they need. Our next Grace Food Cupboard Give-Away will be
Friday August 28 from 3:30 pm to 6:00 pm. If you can help, please sign up for a
volunteer slot. Thank you! www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044baaab28a0f49-grace
Sunday School In a continuing effort to keep all of us safe from Covid-19, our leadership
has decided that it would be best NOT to open Sunday School in September. We will
monitor the situation as it unfolds and determine a time when it will be safe t bring our
children and teachers back for class. Until we come back, please take care and stay safe
as you enjoy the rest of your summer.
Upper Room Devotionals for August are still available while supplies last. If you would
like one, please call the church office. We can arrange for you to stop by and pick one up
or, if you prefer, you can request one be mailed to you. We can always use the
encouragement found in the scriptures, in good times and bad.
If you are hospitalized ... Please have a family member call Pastor Samantha or the
church office to let us know which hospital you are at, and the room number. If you have
an operation or other procedure scheduled ahead of time, let us know prior to your stay.
Although we call daily to check for names under Grace Lutheran's hospital code (237), the
best way for us to find out so Pastor can visit you is to let us know directly.

