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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church Online!
We are glad to have you worship with us and we invite you to join us any time on our
YouTube channel or on Facebook. The following pages contain the order of worship
for this date. Hymns are at the end.
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Pentecost 6
Sunday, July 12, 2020
Congregational responses are in BOLD

“On What Has Now Been Sown” - Shannon

Prelude
Joys, Concerns and Blessing

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. Reconciling God, we confess that
we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives. We
place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe that
you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We
sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love,
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

ELW 533

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Special Music - Cindy Geho

“Darwell’s 148th” - Martin

First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing
for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before
you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be
cut off.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 8:1-11
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned
sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!
A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let
anyone with ears listen!”
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
Response at the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Message

Pastor Drennan

Sermon

Pastor Drennan

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.
Sending Song

“On What Has Now Been Sown”

No. 550

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” - Manz

Postlude

Thank you to Cindy Geho for playing the organ today, and for her special music.
Thank you to Sandy Schantz for serving as lector, and thank you to Alice Mudge (Holy
Spirit, Emmaus) for technical assistance.
*****
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Vacation Bible School Update Because of the uncertainty associated with the Covid
-19 virus, we have decided not to bring our children, staff and parents out for “Rocky
Railroad - Jesus Power Pulls Us Through” VBS in August. We look forward to the
“Train” arriving in 2021 at the Grace Depot, as we gather again safely for a week of
fun and learning. Until we can get together again, take care and enjoy your summer!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Outdoor Food Pantry Grace is partnering with the Zionsville Area Food Pantry on
a new outreach, a Food Pantry Annex. Distribution will take place at tables under a
tent in the Grace parking lot on the last Friday of each month, when people can
come and select the food they need. Our first Grace Food Pantry Distribution was
June 26; our next will be Friday July 31, 2020.
Here is now you may help this new outreach:
1) Donate food: you may drop off canned and dry goods at the church office any
time between 10 am – 1 pm Monday thru Friday. PLEASE, NO OUTDATED
FOOD! Put donations into the cart in the chapel to avoid being mixed up with the
food in the vestibule, which has already been sorted.
2) As before, you can continue to support the Zionsville Area Food Bank directly
with your generous contributions. Send them to: Zionsville Area Food Pantry, PO
Box 56, Old Zionsville, PA 18068. Thank you!
Thanks to everyone who helped on Friday July 10 with the drive-up Free
Community Meal at Grace! Appreciation is due to Michelle Aikey, Rebecca Angelo,
Cecelia Beyer, Cathy and Jim Clark, Brenda Early, Janene George, Pat Gergar, Maria
Hollenbach, Nancy Rex, Pastor Samantha, Lori Schaeffer, Ken Schaeffer, Shelly
Stichter, and especially to Mary Schaeffer for shopping and coordinating everyone.
Upper Room Devotionals for July/August are now available while supplies last. If
you would like one, please call the church office. We can arrange for you to stop by
and pick one up or, if you prefer, you can request one be mailed to you. In these
uncertain times, we can all use the encouragement found in the scriptures.
Sunday School Needs You! The Sunday School Staff will need a teacher and an
aide to cover either the pre-K to K Class or the 3rd and 4th Grade Class in
September. We will be replacing Babette and Max Williams who will be retiring from
our Staff after many years of service. Our classes will be using the Spark learning
materials from Augsburg Fortress. Prayerfully consider if you could help us fill in the
spot. Respond to Sandy Schantz at 610-966-3145 or sschantz1@ptd.net or the
church office.
If you are hospitalized ... Please have a family member call Pastor Samantha or
the church office to let us know which hospital you are at, and the room number. If
you have an operation or other procedure scheduled ahead of time, let us know
prior to your stay. Although we call daily to check for names under Grace Lutheran's
hospital code (237), the best way for us to find out so Pastor can visit you is to let
us know directly.
LINKS
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceMacungie/
YouTube: youtube.com/c/GraceLutheranChurchMacungiePA
Web: www.gracemacungie.org

